19th CoNaRESS, [Rep. No. 101.] Housr, or Revs.
2d Session. —

COLONIZATION OF FREE PEOPLE .OF (:OLOUR.

Maxcu 3, 1827,

Read, and ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. MERCER, from the Sclect Committee appointed on the subject,
made the following

REPORT:

The committee to whom were referred sundry mewmorials of the Ameri-
can Colonization Society, of citizens of various portions of the United
States, together with the resolutions of the Legislatures of the States
of Delaware and Kentucky, iwviting the aid of the Federal Govern-
sent lo colonize in Africa, with their own consent, the free people of
colour of the United Stales, report :

"That the memorials and resolutions present to the consideration of
- Congpress an object which must be regarded as.of the highest imponrt-
ance to the future peace, prosperity, and happiness, of the United States.

Surrounded with diflicultics, in proportion to the maguitude of the
interests that it invel ves, has been the circumspection with which the
committee have approached it. Could they hope that the evil, to
which the memorials and resolutions point, would find a remedy in si-
lent meglect, orcould be mitigated by concealment, they would ask to
be discharged from its further investigation. The peculiar delicacy
of another topic, almost inseparable, in imagination at least, however
distinguishable in truth, from the purpose of the several memorials
and resolutions referred to them, would induce the committee to avoid
its consideration, it a sense of duty, prompted by the hope that their
labor may not be in vain, did not urge them to proceed in the delicate
task imposed upon them by the order of the House.

Its object, the committee are well aware, is not novel, nor even now,
for thefirst time, presenited to the notice of Congress.  (Sec App. No. 1.

It involves an inquiry into the expediency of promoting, by the
anthovity and resources of the General Government, the colonization
téf the free people of.colour, beyond the tervitorial limits of the United

tates,

The existence of a distinct 1ace of people, in the bosom of the United
States, who, both by their moral and political condition ind their na-
tural complexion, are excluded from a social cquality with the great
bady of the community, invited the serious attention and awakened
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the anxious solicilude of many American statesmen, as soon as the un.
happy uaflic which had annually multiplied them, ceased to be ve.
garded as innocent. A part of them, once held by the same tenure
which originally introduced them all into America, were, in some of
the Unite§ States, liberated before, and in others, by, the revolution,
1n many States, however, their total number was, as it still continues
to be, so great, that universal or general emancipation could not be
hazarded, without endangering a convulsion fatal to the peace of so.
ciety. No truth has been more awfully demonstrated by the experi-
ence of the present age, than that to render freedom a blessing man

_must be qualified for its enjoyment ; that a total revolution in his
character cannot be instantaneously wrought hy the agency of ordi-
nary moral and physical causes, or by the sudden force of unprepared
revolution,

Still, in many States of the American Union, all the coloured popu-
Lation are now free ; and. in others, so circumstanced as still to ven.
der universal emancipation dangerous to the public happiness; large
bodies of free coloured people have arisen, from the influence of hu-
manity in the master, under a system of laws which, if they did not
promote, did not till recently prohibit, voluntary enfranchisement,
I'he enlargement of the rights of the coloured race extend. however,
to very various limits in the different States.  Inno two, perhaps, has
it precisely the same extent. In none does it efface all civil and poli-
tical distinctions between thie coloured man and the white inhabitant or
citizen, Uver moral influences mere laws have every where less
power than manners. No where in America, therefore, has emanci-
Jation elevated the coloured race to perfect equality with the white;
anl, in many States. the disparity is so great that it may be guestioned
whether the condition of the slave, while protected by his master, how-
ever degraded in itseif, is not preferable to that of the free negro,
Nor is this any where so questionable as in those States which have
both the greatest number of slaves and of free people of colour. It
is, at the same time, worthy of remark, that, among these, the princi-
ple of voluntary emancipation has operated to a wuch greater extent
than the laws_themselves, or the principle of coercion upon the master
has ever done cven among those States who had no danger, whatever,
to apprehend from the speedy and universal extension of human liber-
ty.  Solittle ground is there, in fact, to be found among the different
gections of the Union for those uncandid reproaches which, where
not reproved, as alike impolitic and unjust, are calculated to sow the
seedds of lasting jealousies and aniwmosities among societies of men
whose best interests arve indissolubly connected, and who have only to *
know each other, intimately, to be as cordially united by mutual es-
teem as they are by a common government.

All must concur, however, in regarding the present condition of
ihe firee coloured race in America as inconsistent with its future social
and politicu! advancement, and, where slavery exists at all, as calcu-
Jated to aggravate its evils without any atoning good. Among those
evils, the most ebvious is the restraint imposed upon emancipation by
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the laws of 5o many of the slave holding States. Laws, deriving their
recent origin from the obvious manifestation which the increase of the
free coloured population has furnished, of the inconvenience and dan-
ger of multiplying their number where slavery exists at all.

"Cheir own consciousness of their degraded condition in the United
States,” hay appearved to the North as well asthe South, in their re-
peated efforts to find a tervitory beyond the limits of the Union to
which they may retire, and on which, secure from external danger,
they may hope for the enjoyment of political ay well as civil liberty.
(See App. No. 2.)

"The belief that such would and should be their desire, and a con.
viction that the voluntary remaval of this part of the population of the
United States woull greatly conduce to the future happiness of the
residue, have turned the anxious attention of many private citizens,
and the Liegislatures of several States, to the expediency of affording
to them the means of colonizing a territory in Afvica.

Anterior to the year 1806 thiree several attempty to procure a coun.
try suited tothis object, had been secretly made by the General Assem-
bly of Virginia, through a corvespondence between the Executive of
that State and the President of the United States. (Sce App. No. 3.)

The last, but, at the same time, the earliest public effort to attain
this object. was made by the L.egislatureof the same State, in Decew-
ber, 1816. some timne before the formation, in the City of Washington,
of the American Saciety for colonizing the free people of colour.  The
design of ihis inutitution, the committee are apprised, originated in
the disclosure of the secret resolutions of prior Legislatures of that
State, to which may also be & scribed, it is understood, the renewal of
their obvious purpose in the resolution subjoined to this report. A
resolution which was first adopted by the House of Delegates of Vir.
ginia, on the 14th of December, 1816, with an unaninity which de-
noted the deep interest that it inspired, and which openly manifested
to the world a steady adherence to the humane policy which had se-
cretly animated the same councils at a much earlier period. ‘This
brief and correct history of the origin of the American Colonization
Society evinces that it sprung from a deep solicitude for Southern in-
terests, and among those most competent to discern and to promote
them. (See App. No.4.)

Founded by the co-operation of several distinguished statesmen, co-
operating with many patriotic and pious citizens. the American Colo-
nization Society, for colonizing the tree people of colour, soon received
the countenance of the Legislature of Maryland, and, succeeding it. at
shorter or longer intervals, the unequivoral approbation of the States
of Georgiaand Tennessce, as it has very recently done of Delaware
and Kentucky. (Sce App. No. 5.)

Tothese have been added. during the prosecution of its benevolent
dczign, the favorable opinions and pious aspirations for its success, of
almast every religious society in the United States. (Sce App. No. 6.)

"o these influences, and to the success of its measures, it inay be
ascribed, that private subscriptions to the extent of near sixty thousand,
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have co-operated with the collateral aid of the American Government
in founding the present flourishing Colony of Liberia,  On two seve-
_val occasions, in the years 1825 and 1826, the General Assembly of
Virgimia have voted, at the request of the Society, a small pecuniary
aid to its resources ;s and that of Maryland has, by a.fixed annuity,
very lately concurred in a similar benefaction.  "I’hese acts may be
regarded as an carnest of the continned adherence of both States to the
opinions which they have repeatedly expressed in behalf of the object
of the American Colonization Society.

‘T'he success of the Suciety. however, so far as it has advanced, is
attributable, under Heaven, mainly to the persevering zeal and pru-
dence of its members, and to the countenance aud aid which it has both
merited and veceived from the Federal Government. ,

T'he fast annual report of the Society, which is hereto annexed, (sce
App. Now 7,) and the following extracts from the various reports and
resolutions of former cr)mmuttees of the House of Representatives,
charged, from time to time, with an inquiry into the most effectual
meuns oi suppressing the African Slave 'I'rado, (see App. No. 8,) will
show the present condition of the Colony which the Society have
planted on the coast of Africa: its present relation to the Federal Go-
vermnent ; and the character and extent of the aid which it has derived
from the national resources. 'I'he prosperity of the Colony, your com-
mitiee are assured by the report and memorial of the Society, sur-
passes the most sanguine hopes of its early founders, and furnishes
conclusive evidence of the capacity of such communities, spread along
the cuast of Africa, not only to abolish, effectually, that inhuman traffic
which has hitherto baffled the combined efforts of the Christian world,
but to afford, on this oppressed continent, the long-sought asylum to
such of its frec descendants in America, as may choose to return to the
land of their progenitors, -

The aid hitherto devived by the Society from the co-operation of the
Federal Government, has been limited o the execution of the act of
1819, under ¢« the just and liberal constrnction” given to it, by the
late President of the United States, in honor of whom, the chief town
ol the Colony has received a name which it will hand down, it may
be hoped, to remote posterity. as a perpetual memorial of the wisdom
and benevolence of the nation, over which he presided,

"This construction harmonized the benevolent spirit of the act of
Congress of 1807, which sought to abolish the American branch of
the African stave trade, with the constitutional obligations of the
General Government, to the several States, and to the Union.  (See
Appendix, No. 9.)

T'he memorialists found, on views yet more enlarged, an application
to the General Government fur more extended aid : and, sustained as
they are, by their own weight of character, and the approving voices
of so many States: by the wishes of o large a portion, indeed, of
tt - American people ; these views are cuntlcd to the most respectful
consideration.

They request the Congress of the United States to assume the go-
vernwent and protection of the Colony of Liberia, and to furnish to
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the free people of colour, in America. the means of delraying the ex-
pense of their voluntary removal to the continent of their ancestors.

Objects -of greater interest, though not now pressed. for the first
time, on the consideration of Congress, have rarely been brought to
the notice of this Governinent.

The first inquiry which they suggest, refers the Committee to the
power of the Federal Government to grant the prayer of the memo-
rialists : the next, to the expediency of deing so.

The Committee entertain no doubt, whatever, but that the Govern-
ment of the United States has the constitutional power to acquire ter-
ritory 5 and that the people of every inhabited country, so acquired,
must be regarded as standing, towards the Federal Government, in
the relation of colonial dependence, till admitted as co-ordinate States
with the common Union.

The inhabitants of every portion of the former Northwestern Ter-
vitory, deriving their birth from the thirteen original States, and pos-
sessing the right of emigration, were, strictly speaking, recognized
colonies of their common mother country, as are, at present, the ter-
ritovies of Arkansas, Michigan, and Florida, They had ot the right
of selt-government, nor have these ; but they were, or are, dependent,
for their laws, upon the Congress of the United States. Such terri-
tories, with their inhabitants, can, in no sense, be regarded as the co-
lonies of any particular State, being made up of emigrants from all
the States to the common territory of all, and the power to govern
them has been exercised, at all times, under the unquestioned and in-
disputable authority of the Union.

No State having the power to enter into any negotiation for the ac-
quisition of foreign territory, the authority to make a treaty for that
object must, and does, vest in the United States, or it exists no where.
This reasoning is in accordance with the past history of the United
States, and the tenor of the earliest report upon this subject from a
Comnmittee of this House. But, while this Committee recognize, in
the Federal Government, the power to negotiate for the acquisition
of territory, and to govern it and its inhabitants when acquired, as a
Colony, they are not prepared, at present, to admit the expediency
of doing so, in relation to the people and territory of Africa. Were
the exercise of such a power decemed. by the Committee, indispensably
necessary to the benevolent and useful purposes of the memorialists,
a decision on the expediency of the measure proposed, would be in-
volved in greater difliculty, and inspire the deepest solicitude. But,
the Committee entertain a different opinion, ‘LThe Colonial Agent of
the Awmerican Society has experienced, especially of late, very little
dificulty in procuring accessions of territory. No such difliculty
need hereaiter be 1pprehended, or none that mere pecuniary aid wqu!d
not promptly obviate. Nor, for the protection of the Colony against
a civilized encmy. does it appear to your Connnittee to be required,
that the United States should assumne over it any jurisdiction or power
of political and civil government.  The fatality of the climate of tro-
pical Africa to the constitution of the white man. forms one sonree of
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the security of any Colony of persons capable of withstanding its in-
fluence. Against the predatory incursions of the feeble tribes in the
neighborhood of the American Colony, its own strength manifestly
suflices for its defence ; and, from the power of the maritine States of
Europe and America, and the agitations and dangers of their frequent
wars, the humanity of the world wonld afford a better protection than
the flag of any single State, however powerful,

While the Colony of Sierra Leone was subject, as is that of Liheria
at present, to the moral control of a society of private gentlemen it
was once, during the disorders of the French revolution, attacked by
a French squadron ; but, sucl: was the indignation awakened by this
act of wanton barbarity, that it was prompily disavowed by the re-
volutionary Government of France: and, in all the subsequent wary
of Great Britain, such an act has never been repeated, or even appre-
hended.

T'o render this moral protection more authoritative, your Commit-
tee beg leave to recommend to the House, in conformity with the re-
port of a former Committee acting in relation to the same subject,
‘the adoption of a resolution, requesting the President of the United
States to <<enter upon such negotiations as he may deem expedient,
¢« with all the maritime Powers of the Christian world, for the pur-
¢¢ pose of securing to the Colony of Liberia,” and such other colonies
as may be planted on the African coast. for like purposes. so long as
they may merit it, ¢ the advantages of a perpetual neutrality.”

Against the hazard, which must, however, shortly cease, if it has
not already done so, arising from the desperate enterprises of those
piratical adventurers who frequent the African coast, for the purposc
of carrying on a trade now prohibited, North of the Equator, by all
nations; and continued to the South by Brazil and Portugal alone, the
growing strength of the Colony, aided by the frequent presence of the
American flag in its vicinity, will furnish adequate security. ‘L'o pro-
vide for its internal tranquillity, an assumption of its government, by
the United States, would seem at first to be of greater moment. To
the future peace and prosperity of the Colony. it may appear to be an
indispensable guarantce.  Some of the memorialists have so regarded
it.

But as a responsibility, involving political considerations of no
small magnitude, would, of necessity, attach to the exercise, by the
United States. of a sovereign jurisdiction over a remote territory and
people, the comnmittee have been led, in conformity with the principles
which they have already laid down, to consider it more prudent to
trust the internal government of the Colony to the administration by
which it has been, hitherto, so successfully conducted.

A mixture of the control of other magistrates than those of the same
colour with the colonists. to be drawn, for that purpose, from the
white population of the United States, might possibly arouse in other
States, as well as in the colonists themselves, jealousies which do not
at present exist, while no small sacrifice of human life would be the
obvious consequence of attempting to sustain an authority aver the
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Colony by the force of any other power than that moral control which
repeated benefactions, a sense of gratitude, and the dictates of interest,
may long preserve to its American founders, and their successors,

When its population and power shall entitle Liberia to rank, as it
may. and in all human probability will, herealter do, among the
civilized Siates of the Earth, regotiation will keep open and improve
the avenue.which. in its feeble, though yet flourishing condition, it now
offers to the admission of the coloured race from America. Thus it
may continue to subserve all the benevolent and useful purposes which
its early patrons and [riends had in view, without subjecting it to en-
tangling alliances with, or a degrading dependence upon, any other
political community. -

The power and the expediency of affording pecuniary aid to the
voluntary remosal of the free people of colour, from America to Africa,
are questions presenting to the committee fewer difficulties. (See
App. No. 10.)

It is not casy to discern any object to which the pecuniary resour-
ces of the Uunion can be applied, of greater importance to the national
security and welfare, than to provide for the removal, in a manuer
consistent with the rights and interests of the several States, of the
free coloured population within their limits. And your committee
would not hesitate to accompany this report with a resolution recom-
mending, with suitable conditions, such an appropriation, did not the
public business remaining to be disposed of, by the present Congress,
preclude the hope. if not the possibility, of obtaining for such a reso-
lution the sanction of this House,

They close their report, therefore, with an earnest recommendation
of the prayer of the memorialists, and the accompanying resolutions
of the States of Kentncky and Delaware, to the early attention of the
pext Congress.






_ " '
‘ At a meetmg of the Socnety, held on tbe lst day of Januﬁry 1817,'
{the following resolution was adopted : .

-Resolved, That the President and Board ofManagers be. snd they-‘
are heretgy mstructe%nqumred to present a memorial¥* to,Con-
- gress. on the subject o colomzmg, with their consent, the free eoploi
of cGlour of the United States. in_Africa. or elsewhere.” R ‘

The following resolutions have been adopted by .the Socuety at 1tu
annual Jmeetings, in 1819, 1820, 1816, and 1827 : " = .

. '« Resolved. That a committee of three be appomted to lay before the
Cougress of . the United States. or any committee or committers which
‘may be appointed by either branch thereofgthe information: which
has been coliected through the means of s Saciety, showmg the
practicability of the object of its mstxtutum, amd respectfully, but
‘earnestly to solicit the countenance: aid, and suppoxt uf Longressuu
‘the accomphsbment of that object.’? L -

.+ Resolved, That a committee be appomted to prepara a presen ‘
to the Longress of the United Srates.a meworial requeqtfng that they'
‘will take suél further. steps, as to their wisdom may seem proper. 0
‘ensure the entire abulition of the African slave trade.”” .
.. ¢« Resolved; Thata committee be appointed to prepaze and present,
'as soon as possnble. ito the two Houses of Congress. memorials, pray=
ing such aid and’ assxstance to the Socnety as Congress shall thmk
proper to afford.”:

“¢¢ Resolced, That tbe Bocrd of Managers be. empo.wered and du"cted,v
at such time or times as may seem to them: expedient, to make re-
spectful application to the Congress of the United Ststes.fn"nd to the.
Eegislatures of the different States, for such pecuniary aid, in n farther-
ance of the objeet of thxs Soc:e.y, as they may respecnveiy be pleased'
to grant.” DR R _

. Iv‘or the nemonal and Report, see No 4, of thr- Appeudxx, -'_ .
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'Letter from the Comruttec qf the r'olcmwatwn Samty, toztkc Hmcsc q‘ .
, chresentatwes. I 3 '
Tothe Hon szn't Cur, : . RIS

. Speaker-of the Houst.of ﬁm«m

. Sm In. obedlence to instructions” from the Amenm Socx&ty for
 Colonizing thefeee penple of colour of the United Staths. We beg leave
to la§ before ¥Pngiess some account of the measures pursued by
the Society for accomplishing the great objects of its institution 5 and -
the result of"thew inquiries and researches after such facts and in- :
;-formgtng as_might most rlearly demonstrate, how far any schemefif
- coloii lon, dependent forits success upori the mterlorstate of At‘rlca, )
~and upon the actual condition and disposition o‘f%er native - tribes; -
might-be practicable, and also_ enable the founderg of the mtﬁd co-

“Jony,to make the most prudent and judicigus, Ie’%gn of ' a 8itlis
for T - In order to obtain thie most recent®@nd accuraté’ infg
“tion, from sources of the most: unquestxonable authorlty. the So¢:
,"_sent out, at- great expense.  two "agents, Mr. Mills and Mr. Buxj- 4
gess; who have proved themselves eminently quahﬁed for. th ,,u‘no'
e rtskmg "The -agents first visited England. with a  view :to ‘ac-:
‘guire such prepamtm'y‘ instruction in the .most. eﬁicaclo' mode '_
- of pursuing-_the objects’ ¢ of their mission. as the great’ mass’o ‘
,valu.ﬂ)le. anﬂ autbenﬁ? information collected - in that’ country,-;from‘
_various sources. might «ffird them." They prncggded from -England
to'the West' coast Afn ica, where they. prOsecuted their- researches
v,g_vntb sd{) ‘zeal,; mdustrv, and mtelhgence. as to have contrlbuted -
*sentialff to the illustration of many important and interesting.facts,
-‘connected With. the geography. climate. 'soil, and prr.ducts. of thatpart )
_of the cantinent ; and with tke habits, m: arners, socialinstitutions. and
dowmestic economy of its inhabitants. - From the information thus ob-
_taired. the present period wou!d s'&m to bhe desngnated by a combi-
“nation of favorable circumstances. as the fortunategrisis for reducing .
_to the test of practical expériment. these views an anectq of the So-
_<iety, which have already met so. encouraging a. notice .from  Con-
.gress : and gpon the comprehensive utility and beneficence of shich
‘;(abstracted from ‘anmy doubts ‘of their being susceptible of: practlcal
ig®_no question secms to_be entertainedin any quarter. .

. "Present. facilities for acquiring the requisite territory from. rom the -
“native tribes, in'situations combining ev ery advantage of sa]ubuouo'
and temperate ‘climate, wnh fertlle soil 5. the paclﬁc and humanized -
temper of mind prevallmg among these tl ibes ; their existing prepos-.
~ sessions in favor of the experted colonists from America ;. the actual
seitlement in that part of Africa, of some prosperous.’ mtelligent,‘
and well d:sposed emigrants {rom among the free people of colour in
-this:country ; .and the state of general peacz. so favorable to euterpris-
“es of benevolence and utlhtv, wholly unconnected with any political
‘schiemes of territorial or commercial- aggrandizement ; altogether
“ for’a conjuncture, which must prove decisive of the success of ag-
tmdelate experiment. But upon any permanent continaance. of -p'

*
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hvorab!e a{ﬂ"ate ol" thmg-e. no human w:sﬂ}')ﬁi or foresigﬁt ean calcn-
Tate, with anyﬂf‘easunable certnmty. if the present opportumty :be notv
adequately improved.’ .

It is now rediiced to the sin questmm@hether the ' undertakmg
lKall@e adq d’nnd patrdm ed by 'the Guvernment. ,80.28 10’ ‘be-

i a1

cdibe essentialg” national in its meéans, and its obj 3 ‘or, nether.f
its ultimarte success is to, depead upon the reeponslb > and:ex %
of individuals's ‘whinse’ zeal and perseverance, unsub ued and.un

ed‘by dlﬂncult ', by delay, e dmappom a}nent. may be. mrely coun(ed
gf; bit whose' uhprotected exertions and unaided resour 3o Whether

ower or of capital. must. necessan]y be contmgent and pee afsious,v
ifnot jn’ theu- ultunate eﬁ‘ect, at, least in’the acceleratnon of the re-

w 7 d‘to br%ﬂ’i’a""“ that; w:th the adequate a:ds and
lanction feom the* ent, the present generation cannotpass
swaéwithout permanent, practical, and important benefits. from the
expehment——bweﬁts wblch will’ be“felt equally in_our. social .and
domestic relations, as in the advancement of the great object of poh-
tical’ and international morallty, connected with -ths suppression. of
the slave trade: and this pation bas ever stood foremost in the most
‘decided and vigorous efforts to- abolish that opprobrious, trafhc&
.. From the journals kept by the agents of theig.proceedings and per-.
sonal observatlons, with an abstract of rollafer information’ of un-
question a_ﬁle autbehf:c'ty ‘and’ eat ‘interest;. col ted ‘by. ] hemtﬁ;mq
uﬁ‘ﬁ- not- frequently accessible to the’ gene_ra,l‘_,gea er of quirers
ety has’ become possessed of ‘many rare and vajuable #teruﬁs?
‘not’ on‘ly §353 formlng ‘a more accurate’ judgment of the ut:h(;y of the
‘scheme of colonization, but also for demonstrahng how. ﬂagranﬁy
‘and notorlonsly, and with what xmpumty, the prohibitory laws of the
United States; and of other natiogs, in regard to the slave trade, are
‘violated, by their respective citizens and subjects.. Some important
hints also may B8-derived fromthése documents, for making the
‘penal sanctions of those laws more effectual;and there is good reason
to conclude, that the estal&gshment of such a co!ony as has been pro-
Jected by our Socxety, may prove an.im portant and eﬂ:cnent adJunct to
the sther preventive c%ecks provided by law.” s
. The body of accurate andjvaluableinformation, thus col}
befound amOng the ocuments. .which we now f)eg Su-, throngh your
. hml medlatrdn, to present to Congress. R A
: N We bﬁ'e the honof fo! be,
ith great respect o
Your obedient servants, ‘ ,
_E.B. LALD\VELL, S
"WALTER J, ONES, } 'Commtttw.
: . . F.S.KEY. 7
WASBINGTOV, January 23d, 1819. :

-
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In thc Eouse Of i‘?ﬂepresmtaiwes af thc Umicd St&
R Jammry 23d, 1819.

: The Speaker presented the Housea letter addressed to him, sxgn-, :
' Qd by Elias B~ CaldweRg Walter-Jones. and Fganth S. Keysa |
Committee” of the - Americha Coloﬁzatmn Societyys® comp‘ﬁ);led K
- With arcountgfthe measures pursued by, .the soci¥¥y for ‘accom- -
Pplishik the gre%t object of its institution, an:l? ‘of the result  of their -
“Inquiries andirésearches s as. also, of documents showing -the unlaw. -
fnl.pantxc _g‘fﬁof the ntlzen& “of the United States¥in the’ At'rlt;t%r
¢ seadils, Which'letter. and its’ arcompanymg documents, was
%0_a select committee ; aud’ e -
My Mercer Mr.%hus, and Mr. campbell, “wete appolnted tbe»
; said commitfee. - P S

R p- No. vy

Anexuact, && o E -5 R .
e e Attest, . W ‘ f
:" B ‘{_ T THS'OS. DbUGHERTY, C. H. %. o

In thc House qf qu’sentatnes of tlw Umted Statcs. A
S ET e ,uarch 5, 1819-,;
Resgl'ocd That fe.‘ ccount of Messrs Dav:s"'a 3 ‘Force, for’ print-
aamg the, docgments “#écompanying the letter of the. Lommnttee of the -
- Amerife Colonization Sacietr, to the Speaker of this ‘House, amount-
- ing to two hundred and ﬁfty-nme dollars, be pald out of tbe contm—
gent fund of the House. Ny . L
SR Attest, -

S el THO. DOUGHERTY, C. H. R-

No. 2. - 1#1 ‘. REST

Extract from the Fzrst .anmml Report qf the Board QfMai’agm. -

o “The ﬁanagers "nave ascertamed that there are numbers ofthe lughest :
ltandmg for inteiligence and respectability among that class of peo--
ple, who are warmly in favoriof the plan, from a conviction that it
will, if accomplished, powerfully co-operate in placing the situation.

~-of .their brethren hcre and in Africa in that scale of happiness and
respectablllty among the nations of the earth, from which they bave-.

ng been degraded. Offers of service have been received from many K

»'worthy and fofluential individuals of their own colour.and from a num-

“ber of families from different paris.of the Unite~ ""ates, to become
the first settlerq in the colony. whenever a suitak: -:tuation shatl’ ‘he

sracured. The Managers can with confidence state their -belief, -

' that tbey would have no dnhculty- xn procurmg mdunduals Among
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y of, trust” ‘and. conﬂdence to.; plore ecquntry lf ne-
@wnd, to plant a colony ofsuﬁcnent”strength 0 sect s safe-
ty aud pmwenty. ,,gThls belng accompllshed“s theve can be %nﬂicul-
' darethren, in such 2 manr=r.
must comma.xd theu'mil-

E:l:tract qf e mur _ﬁmn a respectablc gentleman in f‘ﬁw igs, |
%, - lothe Preszdent of the Saaety. : _.-?z?‘_'i‘_j e

_— “Ifeela deeg’-ﬁ;terest in your society, and bl@ly approve the patv i
otic, snd benevoleat motives which bav mduced its fsrmation, axd
Wwith~every Ameérican -3 izen feel a pfitle in seemg the- name of
_Washmgton at its heady™ ‘

. "To aid.itg views I.am. ﬁ'om f%d to send the followmg mformatro‘#

Ther,e are in this v1c|mty betwven fifty and a hubdred free people of
‘colour, who bave by my  means_heard .of your‘§ociety, and are de-
sirous of going to Africa, to helpin forming a settlemgm; or colony,
should one be attempted. - They live on the Wabush," ‘on both sides ;
som@:.in_the llhnons Terrltory, -and some_in Indiana., They, are in
general mdustrlous and moral. - Some of thcm ,bave landed™px operty,
and are good- fargiers; and some can read angswrite.  They’are sen-
sible of the existing degraded condition in wit they%re place '
our lawsfi respectmo the rlght of suﬂ’rage, and other di ” N

e

Ea:tract qf a- letter ‘u«ntten b; apt. I‘“anl Cuﬁ'e to .}!Ir. .Mzus, datcd
. s Wcspor‘, fot mo. Gth, 1817. L .
_ 5 ‘

e In 1815 I%rned out to Slerra Leone nine famlhes, 38 in number,
and, in 1816, T bave had:soymany appllcatlons that I believe I might
have had the greater putt to bave ~carned out ot‘ Boston and the vx-
cnmty. N 4@ S e D T

v » . .

E:x:tract jrom the Second .annual Report qf tlze Board qf .Mauagers. B

R Contmued assurances have been recelved by the Board ofMana.-
gers, in the last year, of the readiness of many of the free people of colour
in the United.States ta avail themselves of their contemplated asylugs,

whenever a suitable territory for its erection shall have been procured,
These have proceeded from the most enlightened of this class of per-
sons, comprebending individuals engaged in all the occupations of
civil life, dispersed throughout the United States, and in sufficient num-

ber to_form the basis of a respectable <olony. 'I‘o these- assurauces



14 [Rep. No. 101.]

have heen added, the repeated declarations of several proprietors of
their readiness to emancipate the whole. or a part, of their slavag,
whenevera suitable abode in Africa shall tave been provided for
them, upon condition that they sball repaiv to it. ,

When the Managers add, that they have purposcly avoided all ap-
peals to these motives which ought to, and doubtless willy ‘hereafter
induce the free peaple of colonr to exchange poliucal slavéry and mo-
ral degradation for jndependence and honor, these assurances are
calculated to remove all doubt of the facility with which they will
make thisexchange, when they can effect it, uot only with the permis-
sion, hut the assistance also of their former masters.

The humane forbearance of the Managers and friends of the Ame-

rican Society to exeite in the breasts of the free people of colour, hopes
which might be hereafter disappointed, has deprived them. in some
instances, of the wmeans of corvecting misconceptions of the origin
and views of the Society. It has been suggested to be an invention
of the Snuthern proprictor to rivet the chains of servitude upon his
slaves, as if the circumstances which accompanied the origin of the
society, the character of its members, and their solemn and reiterat-
ed declarations, did not forbid so unfounded an imputation. It would
not be more uncandid to ascribe to them a design to invade the rights
of private property. secured by the Coustitution and the laws of the
scver‘al slave-holding States, and to proclaim universal emancipa-
tion ! :
If. as ig most confidently lLelieved. the colonization of the free peo-
ple of colour, will render the slave who remains in America more ob-
dient, more faithful. more honest, and, consequently. more useful to
his mastei.is it proper to regavd this happy consequence to both, as the
soleobject which the society hopeto attain? Isit a substantial objeetion
to this.that, like every other effort to enlarge the stock of human happi-
ness, it enlists in its favor the selfish. as well as the disinterested, affec-
tions of the heart? Ve inference deducible from all such suspicions,
serves only to demonstrate that the success of the wise and charitable
purpose of the society. is assuved by the irvesistible appeal which it
makes to all the powerful sentiments of the heart. the most sordid and
degrading, as well as the most benevolent and exalted.”

Let'er from e Petersburg African Missionary Society.
PerERSBURG, Va. Jpril 50, 1819,

DraeSin: Having been authorized by the Petersburg African Mis-
sionary Society of persony of colour, to address you in their behalf on
the subject of the intended eolony in Sherbro, permit me. honnured Sir,
to tell you, that this society has been in existence only seven months.
and their object in to sowt forth missionaries to the berighted land of
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Africa g:imtimbers would be willing to go if they :cou!“t"!"_gct correct
information {rom you respecting the country. and the means of con-
veyance from thisplace. Itis the general opinion among us. that if
we could ouly obtain the information from the Board of your society,
tliat would give us proper ideas of the:site and mo.le of government,
and how 'we .should be protected : that we would embrace the gp-
portunity. and prepare to leave oue adopted, for our colonialZasyjum.
Please answer this as soon as you conveniently can, as the people
are anxions to hear from you -
With considerations of the highest esteem and vespect,
I remain, dear sir, your truly humble servant,
o JOHN T. RAYMOND,
Corresponding Sccretary African Missionary Societi).
'Fo Er1as B. CAtpwELL. Esq.
Washington City, District Columbia,

PurLaneLPuTA. 3d June, 1819,

Dear Sir: The enclosed has just been left with me to obtain in-
formation on the subject to which 1t vefers. At your Ieisure a com-
munication may be made, which I can hand to the parties.

Yery sincerely, L am, dear sir,
Your friend and ohedient scervant, :
ROBERT RALSTON,
Elias B. Caldwell, Esq.

Puirsnerenia, May 29¢h, 1819,

We, the undersigned, do hereby request the Colonization Society
to give us an exact information of their progress in obtaining a ship
and men to go on to the coast of Africa, on wages for one year, an
tw return if they chonse aud bring the report back to America.

Daniel George, Eph. Sunders,
Joseph Blake, . George Fortune,
Ashmit Hall, John Grifen,

John Gun, Henry B, Kran,
Francis Procter. Peler Stevenson,
William Johnsan, Henry Witshuy,
Willium Foster, Semiel Braniane,
James Brister, Cut.mn Green,
Moses Miller, Richard Parker,

John Bullers,

"The above persons are willing to offer their services, (most of them
having families,) if satisfactory information is given to the inquiries’
now made.

id
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Memoriai of the Free People of Colowr to the Citizens of, Baltimore:

At a meeting of a respectabile number of coloured persons convened
at Bethel Churech. December 7th, 1826, for the purpose of congider.
ing the propriety of promoting an emnigration to the:Africgn Colony
at: Liberia. the Rev. Wm. Cornish was calléd to the.chair. and Ro.
bert Cowly appointed Secretary. 'I'he mecting beiug organized,
after due drliberation, the following resolution and memorial were
read and adopted, .

The proceedings were then ordered to be signed by the Chairman
and Seccretary, and published.

Decemser 11th, 1826.

At a very numerond meeting of respectable free People of Colour,
held at the Afvican Church. Sharp street, on Monday. 11th Decem-
ber, 1826, on motion of the Rev. Lewis G, Wells. Mr. James Dea-
ver was called to the chair, and Remus Harvey appointed Secretary.

A meéworial to the White People of Baltimore was then presented
te the meeting. being the same adopted at the Bethel Church, on the
7th instant: and after the same had been read and discussed, it was
adopred, and ordered to be part of the proceedings of the meeting,
signed by the Chairman and Sccretary, and published.

MEMORIAL.

We have hitherto beheld in silence. but with the intensegt-interest,
the efforts of the wise and philanthropic in our behalf.  If it became
us to besilent, it became us also to feel the liveliest angiety and gra-
titude.  Lhe time has now arrived. as we believe. in which yeur
good work and our appiness may be promoted. by the expression of
our opinions.  We have therefore assembled fur that purpose. from
every quarter of the city. and every denomination, to offer you this
vespectful address. with all the weight and influence which our num-
ber, character, and cause. can lend it,

We reside among you and yet are strangers : natives. and yet not
citizens 3 surrounded by the treest people and mast republican ine
stitutions in the world, and yet enjoyivg none of the immunities of
treedomn. "This singularity in our con lition has not failed to strike
us, as well as you, but we know it is irvemediable heve.  Qur differ-
ence of coloup. the servitude of many and wost of our brethren, and
the prejudices which those circumstances have naturally occasioned,
will not allow us to hope, even it we could desire, to mingle with
you one day, in the benefits of citizenship  As Jonz as we remain’
among you, we must and shall, be content w0 be a distiuct race. ex-
posed to the indignities and dangers physical and moral. to which
our situation makes ug liable. Al that we may cxpect, is to nerit,
by our peaceable and orderly behaviour, your censideration and the
protection of your laws,

1vis not to be imputed to you that we are here.  Your ancestors
remonstrated against the introduction of the fivst of our race, who
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were brought amangst you; and it was the mother country that in-
sisted on their admission, that her colonies and she might profit, as
ghe thought, by their compulsory labor. But the gift wus a curse to
them, without being an advantage to herself. 'The colonies, grown
to womanhood, burst from her dominion: and if they have an angry
recollection of their union and rupture. it must he at the sight of The
baneful institution which she has entailed upon them.

How much you regret its existence among you. is shown by the se-
vere laws you have enacted against the slave trade, and by your em-
plovment of a naval force for ita suppression.  You have goune stitt
further. Not content with checking the increase of the already too
growing evil. you have deliberated low you might best exterminato
the evil itself.  This delicate and important subject has produced a
great variety of opinions: but we find, even in that diversity, a con-
solatary proof of the interest with which you regard thesubject, and
of your readiness to adopt that scheme whiclh may appear to be the—
best.

Leaving out all congiderations of generosity. humanity, and bene-
volence, you have the strongest reasons to favor and facilitate the with-
drawal from among you of such as wish to remove. 1t ill consisty,
in the first place, with your republican principles, and with the health
and moral sense of the body politic, that there should bein the midsg
of you an extraneous wmass of men, united to you only by suii and
climate, aud irrevocably excluded from your institutions.  Nov is it
less for your advantage inanother point of view.  Our places might,
in your opinion. be better occupied by men of your own colours whe
would increase the strength of your country. In the pursuit of live-
likood and the exercise of industrious habits, we necessavily exclude
from employment many of the whites, your fellow citizens, who
would find it easier, in proportion as we depart, to provide for them.
selves and their families.

But if you have every reason to wish for our removal, how much
greater are our inducements to remove! Thuugh we are not slaves,
we are not free.  We do not and never shall participate in the envia-
ble privileges which we continually witness:  Beyond a mere sub-
sistence, and the impulse of religion, there is nothing to aronse us
to the exercise of our faculties, or excite us to the attauinment of em-
inence. Though. under the shield of your Jaws. we are partially
protected. not totally oppressed ; nevertheliss, our situation will
and must inevitably have the cffect of crushing, not developing. the
capacities that God has given us.  We are, besides, of opinion that
our absence will accelerate the liberation of such of our brethren ag
arein bondage, by the permission of Providence.  Whoen such of ug
as. wish. aud may be able. shall have gone before to open and lead
the way, a channel will be left, through which may be poured such
as hereafter receive their freedom from the kindness or interest of
their masters. or by public opinion and legislative enactment, and
are willing to join those who have preceded them.  As a white popu-
lation comes in to fill our void, the situation of our brethren will be

3
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nearer to liberty. for their value must decrease and disappear bhefore
the saperior advantages of free labor, with which their’s can hold no
competition,

Of the many schemes that have been proposed, we most approve
of that of African Colonization, If we were able and at liberty to
go whithersoever we would, the greater number. willing to leave this
community, would prefer Liberiu. on thecoast of Africa. Others. no
doubt. would turn them towards some other region: the world is
wide. Already established there, in the settlement of the American
Colanization Society, are many of our brethren, the pioneers of Afri-
can restoration. who encourage us to join them. Several were for-
merly residents of this city. and highly considered by the people of
their own class and colour. They have been planted at Cape Mesur-
ado, the most eligible and one of the most elevated sites on the
Western coast of Africa. selected in 1821, and their number has aug-
mented to 500. Able. as we are informed, to provide for their own
defence and support. and capable of self increase. they are now ea.
joying all the necessaries and comforts and many of the luxuries of
lavger and older communities,  In Africa we shall be freemen indeed,
and republicans after the model of this republic. We shall carry
your language.fyour customs. yonr opinions and Christianity, to that
now desolate shore. and thence they will gradually spread, with our
growth, far into the continent. "I'lie slave trade, both external and
internal. can be abolished only by scttlements on the coast.  Africa,
if destined to be ever civilized and converted, can be civilized and
converted by that means only.

We foresee that difliculties and dangers await those who emigrate;
such as every infant establishment must encounter and endure ; such
as your fathers suffered when first they landed on this now happy
shore.  They will have to contend,; we know, with the want of many
things. which they enjoy here; and they leave a popidous and polish-
ed society. for a land where they must long continue to experience
the solitude and ruggedness of an early scttlement, But ¢« Ethiopia
shall Jift her hands unto God.” Africa is the only country to v hich
they can go. and enjoy those privileges for which they leave their fire-
sides among you. The work has begun and it is continning. A
foothold has been obtained, and the principle obstacles are overcome.
"The foundations of a nation bave been latd, of which they are to be
the fathers.

The portion of comforts which they may lose, they will cheerfully
abandon. Human happiness does not consist in meat and drink, nov
in costly raiment, nor in stately habitations. o contribute to it
even. they must be joined with equal rights and respectability ; and
it often exists in a high degree without them. If the sufferings and
privations to which the emigrants would be exposed were cven great-
er than we imagine, still they would not liesitate to sacrifice their own
personal and tewmporary ease, for the permanent advantage of their
race, and the future prosperity and dignified existence of their children.
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That you may facilitate the withdrawal from among you of such
as wish to remove. is what we now solicit. It can best be done, we
think, by augmenting the meang at the command of the American
Colonization Society, that the Colony of Liberia may be strength-
ened and improved for their gradual reception. The greater the num-
ber of persons sent thither, from any part of this nation whatsoever,
so much more capable it becomes of receiving astill greater. Every
encouragement to it, therefore, though it may not scem to have any
particular portion of emigrants directly in view, will produce a fa-
vorable effect upon all. 'F'he emigrants may readily be enabled (o re-
move, in considerable numbers every Kall, by a concerted system of
individual contributions ; and still moere efliciently by the enactment
of laws to premote their emigration, under the patronage of the State.
The expense would not be nearly so great as it might appear at first
sight : for when unce the current shali have set towards Liberia, and
intercourse grown frequent, the cost will of course diminish rapidly,
and many will be able to defray it for themselves. Thousands and
tens of thousands, poorer than we, annually emigrate from Europe
to your country, and soon have it in theiv power to hasten the arrival
of thoge they left behind. Every intelligent and industrious coloured
man would continually look forward to the day when he or his child-
ren might go to their veritable home, and would accumulate all his
little earnings for that purpose. :

We have ventured these remarks, because we know that you take
a kind concern in the subject to which they relate, and because we
think they may assist you in the prosecution of your designs. If we
were doubtful of your good will and benevolent intentions, we would
remind you of the time when you weve in a situation similar to ours,
and when your forefathers were driven by religious persecution, to a
distant and inhospitable shore. We are not so persecuted : but we,
too. leave our homes, and seek a distant and inhospitable shore. An
empire may be the result of our emigration, as of theirs. The pro-
tection, kindness, and assistance, whichk you would have desired for
yourselves under such circumstances, now extend to us :—so may you
be rewarded by the riddance of the stain and evil of slavery, the ex-
tension of civilization and the Gospel, and the blessing of our com-

mon Creator! N
WM. CORNISH, ,
Chairman of the meeting in Bethel Clurch,
ROBERT COWLEY,
Secretary of the meeting in Bethel Church.
JAMES DEAVER,
Chairman of themeeting in the Jfrican Church, Sharp streets

' REMUS HARVEY,
Secretary of the meeting in the Jfricun Church, Sharp street.
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No. s.

Ct;py of a letter from Thomas Jefferson, late President of the United
Stutes, to John Lynd,

MonrticELLO, Jan. 21, 1811,

Sir: You have asked my opinion on the proposition of Ann Mif-
flin. to take measures for procuring. on the coast of Africa, an es-
tablishment to which the people of colour of theye States might. from
time to time, be colonized, under the auspices of different Govern-
ments.  Having long age made up my miud on this subject, I have
no hesitation in saying, that 1 have ever thought that the most desir-
able measure wiich could be adopted for gradually drawing off this
part of our population. Most advantageous for themselvesas well
as for us ; going from a country possessing all the useful artg, they
might be the means of transplanting them among the inhabitants of
Afvicay and would thus carry back tothe country of their origin
the seeds of civilization, which might render their sojournment here
@ blessing, in the end. to that country.

I received, in the last year of my entering into the administration
of the General Government. a letter from the Governor of Virginia,
consulting me, at the request of the Legislature of the State, on the
means of procuring some such asylum to which these people might
be occasionally sent. I propused to him the establishment of Sierra
Leone, in which a private company in England had already coloni-
zed a number of negroes, and particularly the fugitives from thess
States during the Revolutionary war: and at the same time suggest-
ed, if that could not be obtained, some of the Portuguese possessions
in South America as most desirable.

"I'he subsequent Legislature approving these ideas, I wrote the en-
suing year (1802) to Mr. King. our Minister in London. to en-
deavor to negotiate with the Sierra Leone Company. and induce
them to receive such of these people as might be colonized thither.
He opened a correspondence with Mr. We—e— and Mr. Thornton,
Secretary of the Coinpany. on the subject; and, in 1803, I received,
through Mr. King, the vesult; which was. that the colony was guing
on in but a languishing coudition ; that the (unds of the company
were likely to fail, as they received no return of profit to keep them
up; that they weve then in treaty with the Government to take the
establishinent off their hands: but that in no event should they bs
willing to receive more of these people from the United States, as it
way that portion of settlers who bad goue from the United States,
who. by their idleness and turbulence, had kept the settlement in con-
stant danger of dissolution, which could not have been prevented, but
for the aid of the Marroon negroes, fromn the West Indies, who wers
wore industrious and orderly than the others, and supported the au-
thority of the Government and its laws.

I think 1 learned. afterwards, that the British Government had
taken the colony iuto their own haods, and 1 Lelieve it still exists,
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"The effort which I made with Portugal to obtain an establishment
from them, within their colonies in South America, proved also
abortive.

You inquired further whether I would use my endeavors to procure
such an establishwent secure against violence from other Powers,
and particularly the French.  Certainly, I shall be willing to do any
thing I can to give it effect and salety.

Butl am but 2 private individual, and could only use endeavors
with individuals.  Whereas. the National Government can address
themselves at once to those of Europe to obtain the desired security,
and will unquestionably be ready to exert its influence with those
nations to effect an object so0 benevolent in itself, and so important
to a great portion of its constituents. Indeed. nothing is more to be
wished than that the United States would themselves uudertake to
make such an establishment on the coast of Africa.

Exclusive of motivey of humanity. the commercial advantages to
be derived from it might defray all its expenses: but for tlus, the
national mind is not prepared. It may perhaps be duubted whether
many of these people would voluntarly consent to such an exc!mnge
of situation, and but few of those who are advanced to a certain age
in habits of slavery would be capable of governing themselves ; this
~ should not, however, discourage the experiment, nor the early trial of
it. Aud propositions should be made with all the prudent caution and
attention requisite to veconcile it to the interest, the safety, and pre-
judice of all parties.

Accept the agsurance of' my respects and esteem.

THOMAS JEFFERSON.

No. 4.

The resoliition of the State of Virgiuia. to be seen in the auccceding
pages of this note, had been, 25 the mmmlttoc are assured, for several
weeks, before it was submitted, by its mover, to the House of Dele-
gates of that State, shown to many meinbers of that hody. 1ts sub-
Ject had also been made by him a topic of discussion i the city of
Washington in the prec edmv Spring. and in the cities of Baltimore,
Philadelphia. and New ank. as well as at Princeton, in New Jersey,
during the fellowing Summer and Autunin, - And a concorrent move-
ment in relation to its purpose, in both Maryland and Virginia, had
been distinctly concerted in Georgetown, within the District of Colum-
bia, with a gentleman now residing there, as early as March, 1816,
without the participation or the knowledge of any invlividual, what.
ever, residing North of Maryland.

An accidental discle-ure in the city of Richmond, late in February,
_ 1816, of the pnor resolations of the General Assembly of Vieginia
" was referred to, in the inception of this measure in Genr goetown, anid
in every early stage of its subsequent prosecution, Unu«»sm‘mm-n*q



22 FRep. No. 101.]

of unquestionable truth, capable of being sustained by ample testimony,
are degigned to suppress the suggestion, that any influence, exterior
to the Southern States of the Union, or hostile to their interests, had
the least participation in prompting the first organized public offorts
to colonize the frec people of colour of the United States. The sub-
Jjoined pages published at a press in the city of Washington imme-
diately after the formation of the American Colorization Society, and
filed among its records, are, also, in accordance with this hitherto
private history.



& TIBwW
OF EXERTIONS LATELY MADE FOR THE PURPOSE OF
COLONIZING
THE ¥REE PEOPLE OF COLOUR

IN THE UNITED STATES, IN AFRICA, OR ELSEWHERE,

WASHINGTON

Prrvtip ny JovaTuan Evvior, 1817,

AVIEW, &ec.

THE present age witnesses numerous and unexpected changes,
and it is peculldllv grateful to the benevolent man to notice among
these changes many which are ominous of good. As a traveller,
wearicd with the roughness and barrenuess of the region he has past,
enjoys the scenery of a cultivated and luxuriant country ; so the phi-
landhropist, distressed with the confusion and misery which pervade
many portions of the world, may still fix his attention on those fa-
vorable occurrences in Divine Providence, and contemplate with pe-
culiar pleasure the vising glory of the Kingdom of Christ, and the
prevalence of that religion which proclaims * peace on earth and
good will to men.”

The success which attends charitable aud benevolent societies,
liag, in many instances, surpassed the expectations even of their
friends and patrons. And whether the public are encouraged and
gratified with the success of past exertions, or whether they are
alarined and excited hy the miseries which thousands feel, and in
which other thousands sympathize. it is but just to acknowledge that
there exists an unusual sensibility and desire to aid the cause of
humanity and rveligion. ‘The tone of public feeling is clevated. If
any suflicient object can be assigned for benevolent exertion, and can
he enforced by any suflicient reasons, it will scarcely fail to receive
all deserved approbation and support,
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Influrnced by these considerations, the following view of exer.
tions lately made forthe colonizing free people of colour, is presented
to the public,

It is already known that the attention of many intelligent men in
the United States has been recently turned with peculiar force and
a corresponding zeal and spirit of perseverance to this subject. Some
very important preparatory steps to such a measure have been ta.
ken. Soon after the commencement of the present session of Con-
gress, the expediency of colonizing free peaple of colour became a sub
ject of consideration with many gentlemen of respectability from
the different States. ‘The propriety of such a measure. could it be
carried into effect, was generally admitted. It was thought thata
design of such importance so intimately connected with the best in-
terest of the citizensof the United States. and promising at the same
time to improve and meliorate the state of that clags of the community
for whom provision was to be made. should not be abandoned without
& vigorous and a thorough effort to carry it into execution,

The formation of a Colonization Society wag therefore proposed.
Many wereled the more readily to approve of an institution of this
kind, from a knowledge that this subject occupies the attention of
many worthy citizens in different States ; but particularly from the
consideration which had been bestowed upon it by the Legislature of
a highly respectable sister State (Virginia.) As the following pre-
amble and resolution were approved by the House of Delegates of
tiiat State, previous to the first meeting for the formation of the Ame-
rican Colonization Society. it will be proper to introduce them in this
place, as they werve afterwards amended by the Senate and adopted.

* Whereas the General Assembly of Virginia have repeatedly
sought to obtain an asylum, beyond the limits of the United States,
" for such persons of colour. as had been, or might be, emancipated un-
der the laws of this commonwea’th, but have hitherto found ail their
efforts frustrated, either by the disturbed state of ether nations, or
domestic causes equally unpropitious to ity success:

“They now avail themselves of a period when peace has healed
the wounds of humanity. and the priucipal nations of Europe have
concurred, with the Government of the United States, in abolishing
the African slave trade, {a trailic. which this Commonwealth. both be-
fore and since the Revolution, zealously sought to terminate) to re-
new this effort, aud do therefore resolve, that the Executive be re-
quested to correspond with the President of the United States for the,
purpose of obtaining a territory on the coast of Africa, orsome other
place, not within any of theiStates or Territorial Governments of the
United States, to serve ag an asylum fur such persons of colour, a3
are now free. and may degire the same. and for those who may be
hereafter emancipated within this commonwealth ; and that the Sen-
ators and Representatives of this State inthe Congress of the United
States. he requested to exert their best efforts to aid the President of
the United Statesin the attainment of the above object : Provided, That
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o contract or arrangement respecting such territory shall be ob.
ligatory on this Communwealth until ratified by the Legislature.”

Believing that the Legistature of Virginia had enteved vpun this
suhject with a apirit and a determination to prosecute the measare
proposed. and desirous of producing a more general and simultane-
ous feeling and movemeut in aid of this object, by calling the atten-
tion of the General Government to the subject, a meeting for the pnr-
pnse of formming a Colonization Society was appointed to be lield in
this city or the 21st of December. 1816, At the time proposed a
very respectable number of gentlemen attended,

The folloveing extracts relalive to the proceedings of the meeting are
Srom the Nutiomal Iutelligencer of december 24.

Mr, Henry Clay, of Kentuckys having been called to the Chair,
and Mr. Thomas Dougherty, of this District, baving been appoint-
ed Sccretary,

Mr. Clay. on taking the chair, said that he had hoped to have
seen called to the place. for which he had the honar of being selected,
a gentleman (Judge Washington® whoo {rom his name, his exaited
station. and his distinguished virtues, wonll have communicated an
additional importance to the present meeting,  But as that gentle-
man was not present, M. C, regretted to learn, from causes beyond
his control, he would, with great pleasure. endeavor to discharge
the duties of the Chair.  He understood the object of the present
mecting to be, to con<ider of the propriety and practicability of co-
lonizing the free people of eolour in the United States, and of forming
an association in relation to that ebject. ‘T'hat class of the mixt
papulation of ore country was peculiarly situated. They neither en-
joved the immunities of freemen, nor were they subject to the inca.
pacities of slaves, but partouk, in some degree, of the qualities of
both. I‘pom their condition, and the unconquerable prejudices re-
sulting from their colour, they never could amalgamato with the free
whites of this country. It was desirable, therefore, both as it respect-
ed them. and the residue of the population of tue country, to drain
them off.  Various schemes of eolonization had been thought of, and
apart of our own continent. it was thought by some, might fur-
nish a suitable establishment for them.  But. for his part, Mr. Clay
said behad a decided preference for some part of the coastof Afri-
ca.  There ample provision might be made fur the colony itseif, and
it might be rendered instrumental to the introduction, into that ex-
tensive quarter of the globe, of the arts, civilization, and Christianity.
There was a peculiar. a moral fitness in restoring them to the land
of their fathers,  And if, instead of the evils aud suofferings which
we had been the ivnocent cause of inflicting upon the inbabitants
of Africa, we can transmit to her the blessings of our arts, our civi-
lization. and our veligion, may we not hope that America will ex-
tinguish a great portion of that moral debt which she hay contracted
to that unfortunate continent?  We should dervive wuch encourage.

4
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ment in the prosecution of the object which had assembled us leo-
gether. by the suceess which had  attended the eolony of Sievra Le-
one,  That establishment had commenced about 20 or 25 years ago,
vicler the patronage of privare individuals in Great Britain,  "The
basis of the population of the colony consisted of the fugitive slaves
of the Southern Srates. during the Revolutionary war. who had been
firat carried to Nova Scotia. and who afterwards. about the year
1792, upon their own application. almost in mass, had been trang.
ferred to the Western coast of Africa. T'his colony. after struggling
with the most unheard-of dificulties—dificolties vesulting from the
ignorance, barbarity.and prejudices of the natives § from the climate;
{which weve, bowever, found to be not at all insurmountable:) from
wars, African as well as Wnrapean 3 and <uch as are incidental to
all new settlements—hind made a gradual and steady progress. until
it hasacguived a strength and stability which promises to erown the
effarts of its founders with complete sueeesse We have their ex-
perience hefure us; and can there be a nobler cance than that which,
while it proposes to vid our own country of a useless and peenicious.
it nota dangerous portion of its population contemplates the gpread-
ing ol the arts of civilized e, and the possibile vedemption from ig-
norance and barbarism of a benighted quarter of the globe!

It was proper and necessary  distinetly to states that he undep-
stood it constizuted no part of the objeet of this meeting to touch or
agitate. in the shghtest degree, a delicate suestion connected with
another portion of the coloured population of our country. It was
not piape ot to deliberate ony or congider at all. any question of
emancipai .+ or that was connected with the abolitton of slavery.
It was upon that condition alone. e was sure, that many gentlemen
from the South and the West. whom he saw present, had attended,
or conld be expected to co operate. [t was upon that condition, on-
ly. that he had himself attended.  He wouid only further add, that
he hoped in theie deliberations, they would be guided by that mode-
ration. politeness. and deference for the opinion of each other. which
were essantial to any useful vesult,  But when he looked around and
saw the respeciable ussemblage, and recolleeted the humane and be-
nevolent purpose which had produced it. he felt it unvecessary to
insist fartiier on this tapic.

Mr. Elias B. Cualdwell. of this District thenm rose. He said, he
felt peculiar embarrassmend in obtruding himsell upon the notice of
so large and vespectable & meeting, in which he found some of the
most distinguished characters in our country. I ask said he. your
indulgence in offring to the consideration of the meeting the reso-
lutions witich 1 hold in my hand. aud to a few explanatory observa-
tions.  ‘T'he objects of the meeting have been feelingly and corvect-
ly stated by the honorable chairman. The subject seems to be di-
vided into :

1st ‘The expediency ; and 2dly. the practicability of the pro-
posed plan. T'he expediency of colunizing the free people of coleuy
i the Umted States, may be considered in reference to its influence
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on our civil institetions, on the morals and habits of the people. and
on the future happiness of the free people of colour. It has been a
subject of urceasing regiety s nd anxious solicitude. among many of
our bests patriots and wisest statesmen, trom the first establishment
of our independence. that this class of peaple should remain a mon-
ument of reprouch to those sucred principles of civil liberty, which
constitute the foundation of all onr constitutions.  We say, in the
Declaration of Independence. * that all men ave created equal ™ and
have certain ¢ inalienable vights *  Yet itis considered impossible,
cunsistently with the safety of the State, and it certainly 8 impossi-
ble, with the present feclings towards these peoples that they can
ever be placed upon this equality, or admitted to the enjeyment of
these *-inalivnable vights," whilst they vemain mixed with us  Some
persons may declaim. and call it prejudices No matter——prejudice
iy as powerful a motive, and will as certainly exelude them as the
soundest reason.  Others _may say they are free enough., It this i
a matter of opinion, let them imlqv—ifnl' reason. let it be decided by
our repeated anc solemn declarations, in all our public acts. Tuis
state of society, unquestionably tcn(h in various ways, to jnjure the
morals and dcwno_\f the habits of industry among our people.  This
will be acknowledged by every person who has paid any attention
to the subject: and it seems to be so generally adwmitted that it
would promote the happiness of the peoples and the interest of the
gountry, to provide a place where these people might be settled by
themselves, that it is unnecessary to dwell on this branch of the
subject. -

As to the blacks, it is manifest that theiv interest and happiness
would be promoted. by collecting them together where they would
enjoy equal rights and privileges with those avound them. A state
of degradation is necessarify a state of unhappiness. It debases
the mind 3 it cramps the energies of the souly and vepresses every vi-
gorouy effort towards moral ov inteflectual greatness. Hew can
you expect fromi them any thing great or noble, without the motives
to stimulate, or the rewards to crown great and noble achievements ?
It not ouly prevents their climbing the steep and rugged paths of
fame. but it prevents the enjoyment ol the true happiness of calan con-
tentment, satisfied with enjoying but a part of what we possess, of use.
ing only a portion of what is in our powers. "Fake away, however, the
portion that is not used. and it immediately becomes the object of oup
fondest desires.  The morve you endeavor to improve the condition
uf these peaple, the more you cultivate the:¢ minds, (unless by reli-
gious instruction.) the more miserable you make them in their pre-
sent state.  You give them a higher velish for those privileges which
they can never attain, and turn what we intend for a blessing into g
turse. No ; if they must remain in their present sitnation, keep them
in the lowest state of degradation and ignorance.  The ncaver you
bring them to the condition of brutes. the better chance dp you give
thvm of possessing their apathy.  Surely, Americans ought to he the

!ast people on eavth. to advocatesuch slav ish doctrines. to ci'y peace
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and contentment to those who are deprived of ihe privileges of civii
Jiberty, They who bave so largely partaken of its blessings, who
know g0 well how to estimate its value, ought to be among the fore-
most to extend it to others. i

I will consider the practicability of enlonization under three heads:
The tervitory, the expense, and the probability of obtaining their
consent.

1. The Territory. Various places have been nentioned by dif-
ferer:t persons : a situation within our own territory would certainly
poesess svae considerable advantages. It would be mope imme-
diately under the eye and control of our Government, But there are
some real and some apprehended evils to encounter. Many appre-
hend that they might herealter join the Indians. o the nations bor-
dering on our frontiers in case of war. if they were placed o near
us—tuat the colony would become the asylum of fugitives and vun-
away slaves——added to these difficultics. there are inveterate preju-
dices against such a plan, in so large a portion of the country, which
would he impossible to overcome or remove.  Upon mature reflec-
tion. wiih wll the light that has yet been shed upon the subject. I
believe it will be found. that Africa will be liable to the fewest objec-
tions. A territory might. no doubt, be procured there; the cli-
nate is best adapted to their constitutions. and they could live cheap-
er.  But, Mr. Chairman. I have a greater and nobler object in
view, indesiving them to be placed in Africa.  Itis the belief that,
through them. civilization and the Christain religion would be intro-
duced into that bemghted quacter of the world. It is the hope of
redeeniing many millions of people from the lowest state of ignorance
and supertition, and restoring them to the knowledge aud worship
of the true God.  Great and powerful as are the other motives to
this measure 3 (and I acknowledge them to be of suificient magnitude
to attract the attenton and to call forth the united cfforts of this na-
tion,) in my opinion. and you will find it the opinion of a large class
of the community. all other motives are smalland trifling compared
with the hope of spreading among them the knowledge of the gogpel.
From the importance of this view of the subject. permit me to enlarge
a little upon i, Whatever may be the difference of opinion among
the different denomination of Christians § believe they will all be
found to unite in the belief that the scriptures predict a time, when
the gospel of Jesus Christ shall be spread over every part of the
world, shati be acknowledged by every natien. and perhaps shail in-
fluence every heart.  The opinion is. perhaps, as general. that this
glorioug and happy day is near at hand.  T'he great movements and
mighty efforts 1 the moral and refigions world, seem to indicate
some great design of Providence on the eve of accomplishment. The
ueexampled and astonishing success attending the various and nu-
merons plans which have been adviced. and which are now in ope-
ration in diffevent parts of the world. and the union and harmony
with which Christians of different depominations unite in promoting
these plans. clearly jndicate a divine band in their divection  Nay,
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giry the subject on which we are now deliberating. hins hicen brought
to public view. nearly at the same time in different parts of oup
country.  In New Jersey. New York. indiana. ‘Pennessce. Virginia,
and perhaps other'places, not known to me, the publicattention seems
to have been awakened, as from a slumber to this subject.  "Uhe be-
liet' that ) have mentioned teads Christians to look with anxioug soli-
citude and joyful hope toevery movement, which they believe to be
instrumental in accomplishing the great designs of Providence. "T'hey
will receive, your proposal with joy, and support it with zeal; and.
permit me to say, that it will be of no small consequence to gain
the zealous support and co-operation of this pertion of the com-
niunity,

On the subject of expense, I should hiope there would not be much
difference of opinion.  All are interested, though some portions of
the community are more immediately so than others. We should
consider that whay affects a part of our country is interesting to the
whole. Besides, it is a great national object. and ought to be sup-
ported by a national purse. And, as lias been justly observed by
the honorable gentleman in the chair, there ought to be a national
atonement for the wrongs and injuries which Afvica has suffered,
For although the State Legislatures commenced early after our inde-
pendence to put a stop to the slave trade. and the National Govern-
ment interfered as svon as the Constitution would permit. yet, asa
nation, we cannot vid ourselves entirely from the guilt and disgrace
attending that iniquitous traffic. uutil we, as a nation, have made cve-
ry veparation in our power. If, however. more funds are wanting
than it is thought expedient to appropriate out of the public T'reasu-
ry, thé liberality and the humanity of our citizens will not suffer it
to fail tor want of pecuniary aid. I should be sorry, however., to see
our Government dividing any part of the honor and glory which can-
not fail of attending the accomplishment of a work so great. su inter-
resting. and which will tend so much to diffuse the blessings of civil
liberty, and promote the happiness of man.

Among the objections which have been made, I must confess
that 1 am most surprized atone which seems to be prevalenty to wit:
that these peaple will be unwilling to be colonized,  What, sir !are
they not men? Will they not be actuated by the same motives of
interest and ambition, which influence other men?  Or will they pre-
for remaining in a hopeless state of degradation for themselves and
their children, to the prospect of the full enjoymentot the civil rights
and a state of equality? What brought our ancestors to these
shores 7 "T'hey had no friendly hand to lead them 5 no powerful hu-
man arm to protect them.  They left the land of their nativity 5 the
sepulchres of their fathers ; the comforts of civilized society, and all
the endearments of friends and relatives, and carly assorciations. to
traverse the ocean j to clear the farests ; tofencounter all the hardships
of'a new settlement, and to brave the dangers of' the tomahawk and
scalping knife.  How many were destroyed I Sometimes whole set-
tlements cut oft by disease and hunger; by the treachery aud cru-
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elty of the savages ; }t;. were they not discouraged.  What s it
impels many Furvop ans daily to seek our shores, and to sell them-
sefves for the prime of theiv life to defray the expense of their pas.
gages? Itis that vuling, imperions desive, planted in the beeast of
every man, the desive of liherty, of standing upon an cquality with
his fellow men. F0we were to add to these monves, the ofive of Jand,
and to aid in the expense of amigration, and of first settliig, they
cannot be so blind o their own intevest, so devoid of every noble
and generous feeling s to hesitate about am:qﬂin;:; of theolive. Tt
is not a matter of specilation and «mivniun ontv. bbas been satisfae-
torily ascertained. that numbers will wiadly accept of the invitation,
And when once the colony is formed, and ilumulnn;x all other
obstacles will be eastly removeds s for us to make the expe-
riment and rthe offer s we shall then and not tidl then have discharg-
ed our duty, Itis aplan in which all interests, all classes and
descriptions of people way unite—in which all discordant feelings
may be lost in those of humanity—in promoting *- peace on carth
and good wiil to men.” .

Meo John Randolph, of Roanoke, rose and said. that it had
been properly observed by the chairman, that there was nothing in
the proposition [ refering to the resslutions whickifollve ] submitied to
cansideration which in the smallest degree touches another very im-
portant and delicate questions which ought to be left as much out of
view as possible.  Bute Myeo Bosaid it appeared to him that it had
not been sulticiently insisted on, with a view to obtain the co opera-
tion of all the citizens of the United States, nat anly that ‘this meet-
ing does not in any wise aflect the qguestion of negro slavery, but
as far as it goes. must materially tend to secure the pl()'l(‘lt\ of every
master in the United States over his slaves. It appeared to him
that this aspect of the guestion had not been sufliciently presented
to the pablic view. It was a notorious fact, he said, that the exis-
tence of this mixed and interaiediate pepulation of free negroes was
viewed by every slave holder as one of the greatest sources of the
insecurity, and also anprofitableness, of slave property s that they
serve to excite in their fellow beings a feeling of discontent, of re-
piniug at their situation, amd that they act as channels of cotnmuni-
cation not only between different slaves, but between the slaves of
different districts 3 that they are the depositaries of stolen gooeds,
and the promoters of mischief.  In a worldly point of view, then,
withont entering iito the general question aud apart from those high-
er and uabler motives which had heen presented to the weeting, the
owners of slaves were interested in providing a vetreat for this part-
of our population.  There was no fear that this proposition would
alarm them @ they had been aceustomed to think seriously of the
-gubject.  ‘Uhere was a popular work on agriculture, by John "Taylor,
of Caroline. which was widely civculated and much confided in. in
Virginia.  In that book, much reaid becanse coming from a practical
man. this description of peopie were pointed out asa greatevil 1
a place could be pravided for their reception, and a mode of sending
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them hence, there were hundreds, nay, thousands of citizens, who
would, by manumitting their slaves, relieve themselves from the cares
attendant on their possession.

Mr Robert Weight, of Md. said he could not withhold his ap-
probation of a weasure, that.had for its object the melioration of
the ot of any portion of the human race, particularly of the free
people of colour, whose degraded state robs them of the happiness of
seit government. so dear to the Amervican people.  And. said he,
as I discover the most delicate vegard 1o the rights of property, &
shall, with great pleasure Jend my aid to restore this unfortunate
people to the enjoyment of their tiberty 3 but I fear gentlemen are too
sanguine in their expectations. that they would be willing to abandon
the land of their nativity, so dear to man.  However, I have no in-
disposition to give them that election by furnishing all the means
ceontetaplated  But, while we wish to promote the happiness of these
Jree people of colour. we naght to take care not to furnish the means
of transporting out of the reach of the master his property.

Mr, Caldwell offered the foilowing preamble and resoiutions whicly,
were unanimously adopled,

‘F'he situation of the frec people of colonr in the United States hag
been the subject of anxious solicitude. with mauy of our most dis-
tinguished citizens, from the first existence of our country as an in-
dependent nation 3 but the great difficulty and embarrassment at-
tending the establishment of an infant nation, when first struggling
into existence. and the snbserquent convulsions off Kurope, hau, hl-
therto prevented any great n,mmm] eifort © provide a remedy for
the evils existing or apprevended. "Fhe present period seems pecu-
liarly auspicious to invite attention to this important subject, and
gives a well grounded hope of success. The nations of Europe are
Bushed into peace 5 uncxampled efforts are making. in various parts
of the world, to diifuse knowledge, civiiization. and the benign in-
fluence of the Cheistian l(‘ll"‘um. The rights of man are bccomln'\'
daily better understood ; the legitimate ohjects of Government, '13
founded for the benetit and intended for the happiness of wen, are
more generally acknowledged, aud an avdent zeal for the happiness
ol the human race is Kindled in almost every heart.  Desirous of
aiding in the great cause of philanthropy, and of promoting the pros-
perity and happiness of our country. it is recommended by this meet-
ing to form an association or socmv for the purpose nt gnlng aid
and assisting in the colonization of the free people of colour in the
United States. 'Fhereforc,

Resolved, T'hat an axsociation or society be formed for the pur-
pose of collecting information and to assist in the formation and ex-
<cution of a plan for the colanization of the tree people of colour,
with thetr consent. in Africa, or elsewhere, ag may be thought most
advisable by the constituted authoritics of the country.

Resolved, "Uhat Elias B. Caldwell, John Randolph, Richavd Rush,
Walter Jones. Francis 8. Key, Rebert Wright, James H. Blake,
and John Peter, be a committee to present a respecttal memorial to
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Congress, !G(]uCa.m"’ them to adupt such measures asmay be thought
most adviseable fov procuring a Territory in Africa. or elsewhere,
suitable for the colonizaiion of the free peaple of colour,

Resolved, 'That Francis S, Key., Bushrod Washington, Elias B,
Caldwell, Jumes Breckenridge, Walter Jones, Richard Rush, and
Willinm G. I). Wurthington, be a commitiee to prepare a constitu-
tion and rules for the govermnent of the Association or Society,
above mentioned, and report the same to the next imecting for consi-
deration.

And the meeting adjourned until next Saturday evening, at six

o’clock. :
HENRY CLAY, Chairman.
Tros. DoveuerTy, Secrelary.

At an adjourned meeting of the citizens of Washington, George.
town, and Alexandria, and many others held in the Hall of the House
of Representatives of the United States, on Saturday the 28th day
of Decemnber, 1816, for the purpose of receiving and considering,
from the committees appointed to that duty at u previous meeting,
a constitution of the Saciety, for meliorating the condition of the
free people of colonr in the United States, by providiug a colonial re.
treat onthis or the coutinent of Africa; and a memorial to Congress
requesting the sanction and co- npvlatmn of the General Government
in the object of the Institution aforesaid : a Constitution was reported
by the committee appointed for that purpose s and having been dis-
cussed and amended, wag then unanimousty accepted by the neeting,
in the following words:

ArT. 1. This society shall be called «The American-Society for
colanizing the free peonple of colour of the United States.””

Art. 2. The object to which its attention is to be exclusively di-
rected. is to promote and execute a plan for colonizing (with their
consent) the free people of color, residing in our country, in Africa,
or such ather place as Congress shall deem maost expedient. And
the Society <hall act. to effect this object. in co-operation with the
General Government, and such of the States as may adopt regulations
upon the subject.

Art. 8. Every citizen of the United States, who shall subscribe
these articles, and be an annual contributor of one doliar to the
funds of the Society, shall be a member. On paying a suin not less
than 30 doilars. at one subscription. shall be a member for life.

Arr. 4. Theofticers of this Sacicty shall be, a President, thirteen
Vice Presidents, a Secretary, a 'T'reasurer, a Recorder. and a Board
of Managers, composed of the above nawmed officers, and twelve other
members of the Society. ‘They shall be annually elected by the
members of the Society. at their annual meeting on new year's day,
(except when that happens to be the Sabbath, and then the next day,)
and continue to discharge their respective duties till others are

appointed.
Anr. 5. It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all
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mieetings of the Society, and of the Board of Managers. and to call
neetings of the Society, and of the Board, when he thinks neces-
sarye or when required by any three members of the Boacd.

Swere 6, The Viee Presidents, according to seuiority, shall dis-
charge these duties in the absence of the President.

Awr. 7. Phe Secretary shall take minutes of the proceedings,
prepare and publish notices, and discharge such other duties as the
Board or the President, or in his absence the Vice President. ac-
curting to sewiority, (when the Bonrd ivnotsitting,) shall divect, And
the Recorder shall record the proceedings and the names of the mem-
bersy and discharge such other duties as way be requived of him.

Awrvt. 8. "The Lreasurer shiall veceive and take charge of the fundy
of the Society, under such security as may be prescribed by the
Board of Muanagevs ¢ keep the accounts, aud exhibit a statement ol
receipts and expenditures at every annual meeting, and discharge
such otherduties us may ke requived of him.

Arr. 9. The Board of Managers shall meet on the first Monday
in Januavy, the fivst Mounday in April. the fiest Monday in July,
and the first Monday in Octolier, every year. and at such other time
as the President may divect. Phey shall conduct the bnsiness of the
Society, and take such measures for eflecting its object as they
shall think proper, or shall be directed at the mectings of the
Society, antl make an annnal veport of their procecdings. They
shall also Gl up all vacancies occurring durving the year, and make
such by-taws for their government as they may deem necessary :
Previded, the same ave not repugnant to this constitation.

Anr. 10, Kvery Society which shall be formed in the United
States to aid in the object of this Association, and which shall co-op-
erate with its funds for the purposes thereof, agreeably .to the rules
and 1~ gulations of this Society, shiall be considered auxiliary there-
toy and its oflicers shaull be entitled to attend and vote at all meetings
of the Society, anid of the Board of Managers.

The committee appointed for the purpose having veported a draft
of a memorial to Congress, discussion arose respecting the same.
Whereupon 1t was, on motion, .

Resolved. "T'hat the committee appointed to prepare and present to
Congressa memorial on the objectof this Association, beinstructed to
purt the same to the aunual mecting of the Suciety fur its consideration,

On motion. it was also N

Resolved, "T'hat the fivst clection of oficers of the Society shail be
lield on the first Wednesday in January ensuing: of which due no-
tice shall be given by the Secretary in the public prints in the Bistvict
of Columbia; and that meanwhile a book shall be opened for receiv-
ing subscriptions to the Constitution, at the Reading Rooms in Wash-
ington, Georgetown, and  Alexandria, at the Oflice of the National
Intelligencer. and with the Sceretavy of this mecting.

Aud then the meeting adjourned,

H. CLAY., Chairman.
Fuos, Dovenuwry, Seerelory.

5
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Wednesday, Jannary 1, 1817, The American Society for Coloni-
zing the Iree Peaple of Colour of the United States, met this day,
agreeably to the directions of the constitution. 'The Hon. Henry
Clay. Chairman. Thomas Dougherty Secretary. 'F'he Society pro-
cecded ta the election of its oflicers.

The Honorable Bushrod Washington was unanimously elected
President.

VICKE PRESIDENTS.

Hon. William I, Crawlord. of Geurgic.
on. Henry Clay, of Rentucky,

Hon. William Phillips. f Massuchusetls.
Col. Henry Rutgers, of New Fork,

Hon John E. Howard.

Hon. Samuel Smith. }qfﬂﬂzryiam(,
Hon Joln C. Herbert,

Johu Taylor, of Caroline, Ksq. of Firginia.
Gen. Andrew Juckson, of Teunessee,
Robert Ralston, Ky,
Richard Rush, Esy.
Gen. John Mason. of the District of Colunbia,
Rev. Robert Findley, of New Jl.r.su(.

of Peunsylvania,

MANAGERS.

Francis 8. Key, James H. Blake,
Walter Jones, Johun Peter,
John Laird. Edmund 1. Lee,

lev. Dr. James Laurie,.  William Thornton,
Rev. “tephen B Ralch,  Jacoh Hoffman,
Rev. Obediah B. Brown, HRenry Carroll,

ilias B. Caldwell, Seerctury.
W. G. D. Worthington, itecording Sccretary.
Duvid Eoglish. Treusurer,

Rresaived. That the President and Board of Managers be, and they
are hereby instructed and reguired to present a mewovial to Lung:esc
on the subject of colonizing. with their consent. the free people of
colour of the United States. in Africa. or elsewhere.

My, Clay having left the chair, Gen. Mason. one of the Vice
Tresidents, presided as President. .

Resoived. wnamiously, "Fhat the thankq of this meeting be pre-
sented to Mr. Clay. for the ability and attention with which he has
presided as Chaivman of the meetings in organizing the society.

On wosion of Mr. Herbert,

Resolved, winmimously. ‘Uhat the Rev. Robert Finley be requested

10 ¢lose the meeting with an address to the ‘Lhrone of Grace.
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HMemorial of the President and Board of Minagers of the American So-
ciety for Colonizing the Free Peopie of Colonr of the United States.

¥n the House of Representatives, January 14.  Read, and ordered to lie on the table,

‘Lo the Senate and {louse of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled :

The memorial of the President and Board of Managers of the
* Amnerican Society for colonizing the free people of colour of the
Tuited States.”

Respectfully shows :

‘That your wemorialists are delegated by a numerous and high-
ly respectable association of their fellaw citizens, recently organized
at the scat of Government, to solicit Congress to aidd with the power,
the patronage, and the resources of the country, the great and bene-
ficial object of their institution ; an object deemed worthy of the car-
nest attention, and of the strenuous and persevering exertions, as
well of every patriot. in whatever condition of life, as of every en-
lightened, philanthropic,-and practical statesman.

It is now reduced to be a maxim, equally approved in philoso-
phy and practice. that the existence of distinct and separate castes, or
classes, forming exceptions to the general system of policy adapted
to.the cotnmunity, is an inherent vice in the compnsition of society :
pregnant with baneful conserquences, both moral and political, and
demanding the utmost exertion of human energy and foresight to
remedy or remove it. I this maxim be true in the general. it ap-
plics with peculiar force to the relative condition of the free people of
colour in the United States; between whom and the rest of the com-
munity. a combination of causes, political, physical. and moral, has
created distinctions, unavoidable in their origin, and fmost unthrtu-
nate in their consequences.  ‘The actual and prospective condition of
that class of peaple; theirv anomalous and indefinite pelations to the
political institutions and sacial ties of the community, their depriva-
tion of most of those independent, political, and social rights, so ine
dispensuble to the progressive melioration of our nafure; ren.
dered. by systematic exclusion from all the higher rewards of excel-
lence, dead to all the elevating hopes that might pranpt a generous
ambition to excel ; all these considerations demenstyate that it equal-
ly imports the public gond. aa the individual and social happiness of
the persons more immediately concerned ; that it is equally a debt
of patriotist and of humaniry, to provide some adequate and electual
remedy.  ‘T'he evil hag become so apparent, and the uecessity {or a
remedy so palpable. that some of the most considerable of the slave
lolding States have been induced to impose restraints upon the prac-
tice of emancipation. by annexing conditions, which have ro effect but
to transfer the cvil from one State to anothier 3 or, by inducing other
States to adopt countervailing regulations, end in the total abroga-
tinn of a pight, which benevolent or conscientions proprietors had long
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enjoyed under all the sanctivns of positive law and of ancient usage.
Your memorialists beg leave, with all deference, to suggest that the
fairest and most inviung opportunities are now presented to the Gen-
eral Government. for vepaiving a great evil in our social and politi-
cal instizutions. and at the same tiwe for elevating, from a low and
hopeluss condition, a numerons and vapidly increasing race of men,
whu want nothing but a proper thivatre, to enter upon the pursuit of
happiuess and independence. in the ordinary paths which a benign
Providence has left open to the haman vace. 'Phose great ends, itis
conceived, may be acccomplisied by mukivg adequate provision for
Planting. in some salubrious and fertile region. o colony, to be com-
pused of such of tihe above deseription of persons as may choose to
emigrate 3 and for extending to it the autherity and protection of
the United States, until it shall have attained sullicient strength and
counsistency to be jett in e state of independence. )
Fudependently of the motives desived from political foresight and
civil prudence, on the one haud, and from moral justice and phi-
Tanthropy ou the other; theee are additional considerations and
mare expanded views to enguge the sympathies and exeite the ardor
of a liberal and entightened peaple, It may be reserved for our Go-
vernment, (the first to denounce an inhuman and abominable tratiie,
in the guilt and disgrace of which most of the civilized nations of
the world were partahers) to become the hunorable instrument, undey
Divine LProvidence, of conferving a still higher blessing upon the
large and fateresting poruon of mankind. benefitted by that deed of
Justice s by demanstrating that a race of men, composing numer-
ous tribes. spread over a continent of vast and unexploved extent,
feetility, and riches 3 unknown to the enlightened nations of antiquity;
and who had yet made no progress in the refinements of civilizations
for whom history has preserved no monuments of arts or arms: that
even this, hitherto, ill tated ruces may cherish the hope of beholding
at last the orient siar revealing the best and highest aims and attri-
butes of man,  Qut of such materialy, to rear the glorious edifice of
well ordered and  polished society. upon the deep and sure founda-
tious of equal lawy and diffusive education, would give a sulficient
title to be enrolied among the illustrions benefactors of mankind ;
whilst it afforded a precious and consolatory evidence of the all pre-
vailing power of liberty, enlightened by knowledge and corrected
by vehigion.  If the experiment, in its more remote consequences,
should ultimately tend to the diffusion of similas blessings through
those vast regions and unnumbered tribes, yet obscured in primeval
darkness ; reciaim the rude wanderer, from a life of wretchedness, to
civilization and humanitys and convert the blind idolater, frem gross
and abject superstitions. to the holy charities, the sublime movality,
and humanizing discipline of the Gospel the nation, or the individual
that shall have taken the most couspivuous lead in achieving the
berignant enterprise, will have raised a monument of that true and
nnperishable glory. founded in the moral approbation and graditude
o1 the huinan race 5 unapproachable to all but the clecte! fustrumests
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of divine beneficence : a glory, with which the mosi splendid achieve-
ments of human force or power must sink in the competition, and ap-
pear insignificant and vulgar in the comparison.  And above all
should it be considered. that the nation or the wndividual, whose en-
ergies have been faithfully given to this august work. will have se-
cured, by this exalted beneficence, the favor of that Being, ** whose
compassion is over all his works,” and whose unspeakable rewards
will never fail to bless the humblest effurt to do goud to his creatures,

Your memorialists do not presume to determine. that the views
of Congress will be necessarily directed to the.country to which they
liave just alluded. "They hope to be excensed for intimating some of
the reasons which would bring that portion of the world before us,
when engaged in discovering a place the most proper to be selected 3
leaving it, with perfect confideace, to the betier information and
better judgment of’ your hounorable body to make the chaices

Your memorialists, without presuming to mark out, in detail, the
measures which it may be proper to adopt in furtherance of the object
in view; but implicitly relying upon the wisdom of Congress to devise
the most effectual measures, will only pray, that the subject may be
recommended to their serious consideration, and that, as an humble
auxiliary in this great work, the association, represented by your
memorialists. may be permitied to aspire to the hope of contributing
its labors and resources.

. BUSH., WASHINGTON, DPresident,

The memorial. alter being read, and ordered to bo printed, was
veferred to the Commitlee on the Stave I'rade, Messrs Pickering,
Comstock, Condict, Tucker, Taggart, Cilly, and Hooks : theiv re-
port and resolution follow : :

REPORT on colonizing the free peaple of colowr of the United Slales,
S . peopte af col -
February, 11, 1817, fead, and conunitted to o Conmnittee of the
the Wwhole Hiuse on Monduy next.

The committee to whom was referred the memorial of the Presi-
dent and Board of Managers of the ¢ American Society for coloniz-
ing the free people of colour of the United States,” have had the same
under their deliberate consideration.  'L'lie subject is of such magni-
tude, and attended with so many difliculties, itis with much diflidence
they present their views of it to the IHouse.

Were it simply a question of founding a colony, numercus and
well known precedents show with what facility the work might be
accomplished. Every new territory established by our Government.
constitutes, indeed. a colony, formed with great ease; because it is
only an extension of homogeneous settlements. But in contemplating
the colonization of the free people of colour. it seemed obviously ne-
cessary to take a different course. "T'heir distinct character and ve-
lative condition render an entive separation from our own States and
Yerritories indispensable.  And this separation must be such as to
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admit of an indefinite continnance. Ience. it scoms manifest that
these people cannot be colonized within the limits of the United States,
If they were not [ar distant. the rapidly extending settlements of our
wlite inhabitants would soon reach them; and the evil now felt
would be renewed 5 probably with aggravated mischief.  Werve the
celony to be remote, it must be planted on lands now owned and oc-
cupied by the native tribes of the country.,  Aud could a terrvitory be
purchased, the transporting of the colonists thithers would be vastly
expeunsive, their subsistence for a time diflicult, »nd a body of troops
would be required for their protection.  And after ally shiould these
difticulties be overcome, the original evil would-at length recur by
~the extension of our white population.  In the mean times should the
colony so increase as to herome a nation, it is not diflicult to foresee
the quarrels and destructive wars which would ensue s especially if
the slavery of the people of colourshould contii.ue, aud accompany the
whites in their wiigrations.

‘Turning our eyes from our own country, no other, adapted to the
colony in contemplation, preseated itself to our view, nearer than
Afvica, the native land of negroes ; and probably that is the only
country on the globe to whicih it would be practicable to transfer our
free people of colour with safety, and advantage to themselves and the
civilized world.  Itisthe country which, in the order of Providence,
seems to have heen appropriated to that distinet family of maukind.
And while it presents the fittest asylum for the free people of colour,
it opens a wide ficld for the improvements in civilization. morals, aud
religion, which the humane and enlightened memorialists have conceiv-
ed it possible. in process of time, to spread over that great continent,

Should the measure suggested be approved. an important question
occurs: Inwhat way shatl its execution be essayed?

A prefiminary step would be. to provide for the perfect neutrality
of the colony. by the explicit assent and engagement of ali the
civilized Powers, whatever dissensions may at any time arise
among hemselves.

‘A he next bmportant question is: Wil it be expedient to attempt
the establishment of & nwew colony in Africa, or to make to Great
Britain a proposal to receive the emigrants from the United States
into her colony of Sicrra Leone?

At Sierra Leone. the first difliculties have been surmounted 5 anda
few free people of coloar from the United States, have been admitted.
A gradual addition [rom the same source. (and such would be the
natural pragress.) would oceasion no embarrassment, cither in regard
to their sustenance or goverament. Would the British Government
consent to receive such an accession of emigrants, however eventually
congiderable. from the Linited States: Would that Government agree
that at the period when that colony shall be capable of selt govern-
ment and self- protection. it shall bedeclared independent 2 In the mean
time will it desive to monopolize the commerce of the colony  This
would be injuiions to the colonists. as weil as to the United States.
Should that cowiry, from the naturcof its soil and other circemstances,
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bold out sufficient allurcments, and draw to it, from the United

States the great body of the free people of colour, these would form
its strength, and its ability to render its commerce an object of con-

sideration. Now, asthe greatand permanent benefit of the colonisis,
wasg the fundamental principles of the establishment—will the Britisk
Government decline a proposition caleulated to give to that benefit

the important extension which will arvise from a freedom of commerce?

‘To those at least. at whose expense, und by whose means. the co-

lony shall be essentially extended ? Should an agreement with Great

Britain be effected. no further negotiation. nor any extraordinary ex-

penditure of money, will be required.  The wark alrcady commenced

will be continued ; simply that of carrying to Sicrra Leone, all who

are willing to embark. _

It would seem highly desirable to confine the migrations to a
single colony. The two distinct and ind: pendent colonics. estab-
lished and protected by two independent § owers, would naturally
imbibe the spiritand distinctions of their patrons and protectors, and
put in jeopardy the peace and prosperity of both.  Even the simple
fact of separate independence, would eventually tend to produce col.
lisions and wars. between the two establishinents, {(unless. indeed,
thry were far removed from cach other,) and perhaps defeat the fur-
ther humane and exalted views of those who projected them. The
spirit which animated the founders of the colony ol Sicrra Leoue,
would be exerted to effect a union of design. and the cordial co-ope-
ration of the British Government with our own; and, it mightbe hop.
ed. not without sucress, It would be in accordance with the spirit
of a stipulation in the last treaty of peace; by which the two govern-
menty stand pledged to each other, to use their best endeavours to
effect the eutire abolition of the trallic in slaves, while the proposed
institution would tend to diminish the quantity of slavery, actually
existing. )

If, however, such enlarged and liberal views should be wanting,
then the design of furming a separate colony wmight be announced,
by the American Ministers, to the maritime Powers 3 and their gua-
rantee of the neutrality of the colony vbtained.

Your committee do not think ft proper to pursue the subject
any further at this time; but that the Government should wait the
result of the suggested negotiations; on which ulterior measurcs
must depend.

In conclusion, your committee beg leave to report a joint resolu-
tion, embracing the views herein betore exhibited.

Joint Resolution for cbolisking the traffic in Slaves, and the Coloni-
xation of the free people of colour of the United States; Febru-
ary 11, 1817, Read, and covindited to a Commilice of the IWhole
Tivuse on Munday next.

Resolved by the Senate and Iuse of Representalives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President he. and
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he is hercby, authervized to consnlt and negotiate with all the Gov-
ernments where Ministers of the United $tates are. or shali be,
accredited, on the means of efiecting an entire and immediate aboli-
tion of the tratiic in slaves.  And. alsn, to enter into a convention
with the Gevernment of Great Britain, for recciving into the co-
lony of Sierra Leoune, suchof the free people of colour of the United
States as, with their own consent. shall be carried thither ; stipulat-
ing such tering as shall be most beneficial to the colonists, while it
promotes the peaceful interests of Great Britain and the United
States.  And should this proposition not be accepted. then to obtain
from Great Dritain, and the other mavitime Powers, a stipulation, er
a formal declaration to the same effect. guaranteeing a permanent
neutrality, for any colony of free people of colours which, at the ex-
pense and under the auspices of the United States, shail be establish-
cd on the African coast

Recolved, 'That adequate provision shall herealter be made to de-
fray any necessary expenses which may be incurred in carrying e
preceding resolution into effect.

It is doubtful whether the preceding report will be acted upon by
Congress this sessivn ¢ nor can we decide upon the course which the
National Legislature will bereafter pursue relative to this subject.
The friends, however, of eflorts of the kind proposed, will welcome
this commencement of a new era of benevolent exertions in behalf
of a depressed and needy class of the community. It is hoped that
Colonization Socicties will be formed in dificrent parts of our coun-
try. and that whatever interesting information may be collected, re-
lative to this subject. will be forwarded to the Sceretary of the Ame-
rican Colonization Society, vesiding in this city, It is expected that a
correspondence will be soon opened. by the direction of the Society,
with certain members of the African Institution in London, and with
other socicties aund individuals is different places. tor the purpose of
promoting the object presented Lo the public in this pamphlet.

No. 5.

The following resolution unanimously passed the Legistalure’of Muri:
land.

BY THE {OUSE OF DELEGATES.
January 2u, 1818.
Eesolved, unanimously, That the Governor be requested to com-
municate to the President of the United States and to our Senators

and Representatives in Congress, the opinionof this General Assem-
bly, that a wise and provident policy suggests the expedicency, on the
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part of our National Government, of procuring through, negatiation,
by cession or purchase. a tract of country on the Western coast of
Africa. for the colonization of the free people of colour of the Unitvd
Siates. * By order.

LOUIS GASSAWAY. Clerk.

Actof the Legislature of the State of Georgia.

dn act for disposing of any such negro, mulatio, or p-rson of coliur, who
has beeny or may hereafler be imported, or brought iuto this Stale. in
violation of an act of the United Slutes, entitled «~ddu act to prohibit
the importation of slaves intoany pori or place within the jurisdiction
of the United States, from and qfter the first duy of Junuary. 1818."

Be it enacted by the Senate and IHouse of Representetives of the Stale
of Georgia in General JAssembly met. and it is enacted by the authority
-of the same, That it shall be lawful for his Excellency the Governor,
and he is hereby authorized. to appoint some fit and proper person,
to proceed to ali such ports and places within this State. as have, or
may have. or may hercafter’hold, any negroes. mulattoes, er persons
of colour. ag may have been, or hereafter may be seized or condemn-
ed under the above recited act of Congress and who may be subject
to the control of this State; and the person so appointed shall have
full power and aunthority to ask, demand. and recover, and receive,
all such negroes. mulatioes, or persong of color, and to convey the
same to Milledgeville and place them umier the immediate control
0. the Kxccutive of this State.

Sgc. 2. JAnd be it further enacted. That his Excellency the Go-
vernor is hereby empowered to cause the said negroes mulattoes, or
persons of colour, to he sold. after giving sixty days natice in a public
Gazette, in such manner as he may think best calculated for the in-
tereat of this State.

Sec. S. Jnd be it further enacted, That, if previous to any sale of
any such persons of eolour. the Saciety for Colonization of free persons
of colour within the United States, will undertake to transport them to
Africa, or any other foreign place, which they may procure asa co-
Jony for free persons of colour, at the sole expense of said Society. and
shall likewise pay to his Excellency the Governor all expenses in-
curred by the State, since they have been captured and condemuned,
his Excellency the Governor is authorized and requested to aid in
promoting the benevolent views of said Society, in such manner as
he may deem expedient.

Assented to, 19th December, 1817,

Resolution of the Legislature of the State of Iennessee.

Your committee are of apinion that such parts of said memarial
and petitions as ask this General Assembly to aid the Federal Go-
6
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verument in devising and executivg a plan {or colonizing, in some
distant country, the free people of colour in the United States. ix rea-
sonable, and, for the sake of effecting the object which they have in
view. the conmiitee have drafted a resolution, which accompanies
this report. the adoption of which they wonld recammend,

The committecare of opivion that such puasts of the said memovials
and petitions as pray the passage of a law to prolnbit the bringing
of slaves intn, or through. the State, for sales as well as those parts
which pray that the owners o' slaves of certain ages and descriptions,
may be permitted to emancipate them without giving any security,
arc reasonable, and to endeavor toaccomplish thoeseobjects, they have
drafted a bill, which accompauies this report, the enacting oft which
into a law, the comnittee also recommend.

All which is respectfully submitted.
NATH. WILLES, Chairman,

Mrp. Willis, from the same committee, submitted the following re-
solution s which was vead and adopted:

Besolved, By the General Assembly of the State of Teunessee,
that the Senators in Congress from this State he, and they are here-
by, instructed, and that the Representatives be, and they are hereby,
requested, to give to the Government of the United States any aid
in their power. in-devizing and carrying into effect a plan which may
have for its object the colonizing, in some distant country, the free
people of colowr who are within the limits of the United States, or
within the limits of any of their tervitories,

Resolutions uf lhe General dssembly of Delaavare.

Whercas. the @ Wilmington Union Colunization Sociviy,” profess-
ing by its Constitution to be *» Auxiliary to the American Colonis
zation Society,” and that the object to which its views shall be ex-
clusively directed, is the colonization on the coast of Afvica, with their
own consent, of the free people of cojour of the United States. has by
memorial addressed to this General Assembly, requested the expres-
sion of an epinion whether their views deserve the National support,
and with the National funds, to such extent as the wisdom of Congress
shall deen prudent.  And in the suid memorial, bas set forth that
the system of colom=ing the {ree people of colour on the coast of Alvie
ca. has alveady been commenced by the » American Colonization So-.
ciety.”" and that expertments have proved the plans adopted, to be no
longer doubtful of success. it suitable National encouragement be giv-
en; and whereas. it satisfuctorily appears to this Legislature, that
the wemorialists are engaged in endeavoring to execute one of the
grandest schemes of philantiiropy that can be presented to the Ameri-
can People, that it is no less than the cause of humanity, suffering
humanity—the redemption of an ignorant and mnch injured race of
men, from a degradation worse than servitude and chains, and plac-
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ing them in that country on that luxuriant soil, and in that genial
climate pointed to by the finger of Heaven as their natural inheritance,

Aud it further appears tu this Legislature, that the object of this
S()met) is twa fold : for, while it immediate 1y and ostensibly directs its
encrgies to the melioration of the condition of the free people of co-
Imu'. it relievesour country from an unpeafitable burden, and which,
if much longer submitted to, may vecord upon our history the dreadful
cries of vengeance that but a tew years since were lt“’lblﬁl(‘d in char-
acters of biood at St, Domingo, FPhevefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatices of the State of
Deleseare, in General dssenibly met "Fhat it is vequisite for our pros-
perity. and what is of more unpmt.mt concern, essential to our safery,
that measures should be taken tor the removal from this country of
the free negroes and free mulattoes,

Besoleed, That this General Assembly approve the ohjects of the
American Colonization Society, and consider that these objects de-
erve public support. and that they ought to be fostered and encour-

.ged by the National Government and with the Natioual funds,

Resoleed, "T'hat the Senators of this State in Congress. with the
Representative from this State, be requested to approve and promote
in the Councils of the Nation, measures for remaving 1rom this coun-
try to Afvicu, the free coloured people who may be w l”l'!‘ to emigrate.

Resolved, "That the Speaker of the two [louses be u-qucslod offis
cially to sign these resolutions, and forward a copy to cach of our
Senators and a copy to our Representative in Congress.

Resolutions of the General Assembly of Kenbucky—Jdan, 16, 1387,

The committee to whom was referred the memorial of the Ameri-
can Colonization Socicty, have had that subject under censideration,
aud now report:

That, upui dne censideration of the said memorial. and from all
otlier information which your committee has obtained. touching that
subject. they are fully satisfied that no jealousies cught to exist on
the part of this or any other slave-holding State, respecting the ob-
jects of this Society. or the effects of its Tabors,

Your committee are further well assnyed that the hencvolent and
humane purposes of the Society, and the political effects of those pur-
podes, are worthy the highest consideration of all philanthropists and
statesien in the Union, whether they be citizens ot slave-holding op
non-slave-holding States. It is helieved by your com uittee, that the
memorial itsell is well calcuiated to present the subjert fna proper
print of view. and to interest the public mil in the laudable vhjects
of that Saciety 3 they therefore refler to the same as s part of this res
port.  Your commitlee recornmend the adoption of the following iesa-
lutions:
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Resolved by the General Assembly of ihe Commonwealth of Kenlucky,
That they view with deep and friendly intevest, the exertions of the
Awerican Colonization Society. in establishing an Asylum ou the
coast of Africa, for the free peaple of colour of the United States : and
that the Senators and Representatives in Congress from this State,
be and they are hierehy requested, to use their efforts to facilitate
the removil of such free persons of colour as may desive to emigrate
from the United States to the Colony of Africa, and to ensure to them
the protection and patronage of the General Government, so far as
shall be deemed consistent with the safety and interest of the United
States.

Resolved, "That the Governor be requested to transmit a copy of
the foregoing resolution to each of our ¥enators and Reproseutatives
in Congress,

Adopied by New Jersey—1825.

Reso'ved. That. in the opinion of this Legislature, a system of for-
eign colenization. with correspondent measares, might be adopted,
that would. in dee time, effect the entive emancipation of slaves in
our country, and furnish an acytum for the free blacks, withou! any
violation of the nalional compact, or infringement of the vights of indi-
vidnals ; and that such a system shoulil be predicated upon the prin-
ciple, that the evil of slavery is a national one. and that the People and
the stales of this Union ought wulually to participate in the dutics and
the burdens of removing it

By Ohio—1824,

A vesolution recommending ¢ the gradual but entire emancipation
of slaves. and a system of foreign colonization: and the passage of a
law by the General Governmeunt. with the consent of the slave-holding
Stales, providing that all children born of slaves thereafter, be free
at the age of 215 and recognizing the evil of slavery as a national
one. and the principle that ali the States should share in the duties
and burdens of recioving it.”

By Connecticut—1824.

Resolved, That the existence of slavery in the United States is &
greai nasinnal evil. and that the People and the States ought to par-
ticipate in the burdens and the duties of removing it, by all just and
prudent measures which may be adopted with a due regard to their in-
ter-al peace and mulual harmony ¢ and that a system of colonization,
under the pafronage of the General Government, may reasonably be
deemed conducive to so desirable an object.

Similar resolutions are helieved to have been adopted by the States
of Ruode fsland and Hhinois.
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"The following resolution was submitted to the Senate of the United
States, by Mr, King, of New York, February 18th, 1825

“Resolved, That, as soon as the portion of the existing funded debt
of the United States, for the payment of which the public land of the
United States is pledged, shall have been paid off then, and thence-
forth, the whole of the public land of the United States, with the nett
proceeds of all future sales thercof, shall constitute or form a fund,
which is hereby appropriated, and the faith of the United States is
pledged. that the said fund shall be inviolably applied, to aid the
emancipation of such slaves, within any of the United States. and aid
the removal of such slaves, and the removal of such free people of
colour in any of the said States, as by the laws of 1he Slates, respective.
ly way be allowed to be emancipated. or removed to any territory
or country without the limits of the United States of America.”

The following by Mr, Tucker, of Virginia, March 2, 1825:

¢ Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to ascertain the
probable expense of extinguishing the Indian title to a portion of the
country lying West of the Rocky Mountains, that may be suitable for
colonizing the free people of colour 5 the best routes across the moun-
tains, and the probable cost of a road and military post, necessary to
a safe communication with such colony.and to report the same to this
House, at the next session of Congress.”

————

No. 6.
From the (Geo. ) Missionary. R

At a called session of the Jackson County Auxiliary Colonization
Society, held on the 2d day of April, 1825, the following preamble
and resolutions were offered and unanimously adopted:

Whereas. it isobvious that the present is an age of grea! and suc-
cessful experiment and enterprise, all having the melioration of the
coudition of the human family in view; and whereas, we do believe
that the American Colonization Saciety may be justly ranked with
the greatest means employed at this time, with a view to the accom-
plishment of those events which are indispensable as a prelude to
that happy day (and which cannot be distant,) when violence and op-
pression shall be driven from the world, and the ¢ kinowledge of God
shall cover the earth. as the waters cover the sea :”

Tierefore, be it Resolved, ‘That this Society, impelled by the fore-
going considerations and convictions, and in articipation of final suc.
cess, renew o each ather the solemn pledge of fidelity and perseve-
rance in aiding to the utmost of their means the great and laudable
enterprise of the Parent Soviety,
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Resoleed. "P'hat this Society, in anticipating the approaching Fourth
of July next, see much to excite their love and gratitude to God, and
they trust in a just proportion their love to their fellow creatuves of
every caste: it is therelore recommended that that day be set apart as
the Day that ushers in the first and great American Jubilee: and that,
so far as the members of this Socicety are concerned, or their influence
extends. to loose the bands of Jabor on that day, and that a committee,
consisting of Wm. Pentecost. Hugh Mnntqomer\ David Boring, Ho-
sea (.uunp. and Josepih Hawmypton, be, and they are hereby, appointed
and requested to open a c‘uu‘tspundcnco with such persons as they
may deem most feiendly to the institution. with a view to solicit do-
nations in behalf and for the use of the Parent Society, and to call
their attention to the expediency of forming Auxiliaries ; 3 and that they
also avail themselves of the advantages of that auspicions day, in so-
liciting donations for the use of w hat we do not scruple to call onc
of the greatest enterprises.

Resoleed, That it is the opinion of this Socicty, that the cause in
which the American Colonization Society is engaged, is Nativnal, and
therefore vequires and merits Sational aid; they consequently look
with anxious dllthlpdl’lOll to the National dll(l State Governments, for
their efficient co-operation, and to Auxiliaries -and individuals for
more liberal contributions.

Resoleed, "Uhat the Treasurer of this Society transmit to Richard
Smith, Esq. Treasurer of the American Colonization Socicty. all the
money in his hands. except so much as may be necessavily retained
for incidental expenses, and report to the Society at the next meeting.

Resolved, “Lhat the procecdings of this day be transmitted to the
editers of Lhe Missionary for publication.

Resolved, That the Society now adjourn to the first Saturday in
September next.

Atroe copy fe om the minutes :
. PENTECOST, Sceretary p. .

dddress of e Syl of Tennessee to the Saciety * Jor the Colonization of
the free People of Colour in the Liited States.

vo the Hon Besunon WasniNeroy, Esq. Presipryr, &c.

Reseeeren Sip : Through vou the Synod of Tenncssee embrace
with lively pleasure an carly opportunity of congratulating the so-
ciety formed at the Capital of cur nation, and consisting of so many
of our distinguished statesmen and fellow citizens, for the colonization
of the free people of colour among us. who may accede to their plan.
We congratulate you on the nobic and important object for which
you“are associated, on the providential signs of our times which

gnally tavor your diul'tm andon the wide spread and growing im-
prvcslun unen the public mind, that yoursuccessisconnected with the
hest interests. not anly of the people “of colour, but of our country and
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mankind. If it is important that legal equality should accompany
liberty, that Africa should receive the Gospels and that the evily of
the slave trade should be overruled for her final enjoyment of the
blessings of civilization and knowledge, liberty, and religion, then it
is important that your design should be encouraged.  We wish you,
therctore, to know. that within our bounds the public sentiment ap-
peats cleariy and decidedly in your favor, and that the more vigorously
and perseveringly you combine and extend your exertions on the plan
you haveadopted, the more you are likely tobe crewned with the appro-
bation of the people, as well as with the higher rewards of doing good.
As ministers and disciples of him who proclaims light to them that sit
in darkness, peace to a jarving world, liberty to the captives. and the
opening of the prison to them tiat are bound. weanticipate the glorious
day. when men shall know the Lord, from the least unto the great-
est, in all lands; when every one shall sit under his own vine and
under his own fig tree, having none to molest or to make him afraid ;
when the rod of the oppressor and the tears of the oppressed shalf be
known no more; but all men -shall do unto others as they would be
done unto in similar circumstances. 'this glovious change in the
state of the world we expect will be brought about by theinstrumenta-
lity of men under the blessing of God. While, then. the ieralds of sal-
vation go forth in the name and strength of their Divine Master to
preach the Gospel to every creature. we ardently wish that your ex-
ertions and the best influen e of all philanthropists may be united, to
meliorate the condition of human soriety, and especially of its most
degraded classes. till liberty, religion, and bappiness, shall be the
enjoyment of the whole family of man.
Nushuille Church, Oct. 8, 1817,
A true copy from the Records of the Synud of Tennessee. _
CHARLES COFFIN, Stuted Clerk.

ctract from the Journal of the Convenlion of the Irotestant Episcopal
Chuwrch of Virginia, holden in Petersburg, vn the 13th May. 1819,

« Resolved, That this Convention bighly approve of the objects of
the American Uolonization Society, and that a committee be appoint-
ed to transmit to the President of the Suciety, a copy of this resolu-
tion. and to assure him of the good wishes and prayers of the commit-
tee in behalf of the benevolent exertions of the Society, 7

¢« Resofved, That the Rev. Wan, 1, Wilmer, Robert Page, Esq., and
My, Needhamm Washington, be the committee tor that purpose.”™

I Convenlion of the Protestant Episcopal Claorch in Maryland.

Resolved, 'I'hat the institution of the Society for colonizing the frev
people of’colour of the United States, en the coast of Africa, meets with
the cordial approbation of this Convention: and that it be earnestly
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recommended to all the members of this church, to give to the said
Society their countenance and support.

Besolved, That the thanks of this Convention be presented to the
Hon. Bushrod Washington, the President, and to the members of the
Board of Managers, for their zealous and persevering exertions in
furtherance of the benevalent object of the Society.

Resolved, 'That the Secretary transmit a copy of these resnlutions
to the President and Secretary of the Society.

Test, H. L. DAVIS, Secrefary.

Resolution of the General Assembly of the Presbylerian Chicrehe

The objects and plans of the American Society for colonizingthe
free people of colour of the United States, having been stated to the
* General Assembly. and the same having been considered and dis-
cussed, the Assembly resoived. that in their opinion the plan of the™
Saciety is benevolent in its design, and. if properly supported. and
judiciously and vigorously prosecuted, calculated to be extensively
useful to this country and to Africa.

The situation of the people of colour has frequently attracted the
attention of this Assembly.  In the distinctive and indelible marks of
their colour, and the prejudices of the peaple. an insuperable obstacie
has been placed to the execution of any plan for elevating their charac-
ter, and placing them on a fuoting with theiv brethren of the same
common family. In restoring them to the land of their fathers, the
Assembly hope the way may be opened, nat only for the accomplish-
ment of that object, but for introducing civilization and the gospel to
the benighted nations of Africa. From the information and state-
ments received, the Assembly believes. that-the proposed Colony in
Africa may be made a powerful auxiliary in the efforts which are
making to abolish the iniquitous trattic in slaves. carried on in Afvica,
and happily calculated to lay the foundation for a gradual emancipa-
tion of slaves in our country, in a legal and constitutional manner;
and without violating the rights, or injuring the feelings of our
Southern brethren.

With these views, the Assembly feel it a duty earnesily to recom-
mend the American Society for Colonizigg the Free People of Cofour
of the United States, to the patrenage and attention of the churches
under their care, and to beuevolent individuals throughout the Union.

A truc extract from the minutes of the General Assembly of the
Protestant Church.
Attest, I. E. LATTA, Permuanent Clerk,

Session of the Assembly, May 31st, 1819.
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The following Resolution was adopted by lhe sume, iu 1826.

The Assembly having witnessed with high gratification the pros
gress of the American Colonization Society in a great work of hu-
manity aud religion, and believing that the tempaoral prosperity and
moral interests of an extensive sectiva of ouwr country. of a numerous,
degraded, and miserable class of men in the midst of us. and of the
vast contineut of Africa, now uncivilized. and nuchristian, are in-
timately connected with tae success of this instiiution: "Pherefore,

Resoleed, "That thes Assembly recommend 10 the churches under
their care to patronize the objects of the Awerican Colongzation So-
ciety ; and particularly that they take up colleciinns in d of its
funds on the 4th of July next, or on the Sabbatl immediaiely preced-
ing or succeeding that day, and whenever such course niay be vhaught
expedient. to give them assistance in such a manner as may be most
conducive to the interests of the general cause.

——————

Address from the Presbylery of North Carolina.
Hrnissorova, Jdpril 18, 1818,

Sir : The Presbytery of Orange, in the State of North Carolina,
fearn with sincere and peculiar satisfaction, that a plan for colonizing
the free people ofcolourof the United States, has now ceased tobe mere-
Iy a subject of anxious wish to the hearts of the humane, and the cha.
rity of the Christian.  We rejoice in the institution of a society, in
which. permit us, Sir, to say that your selection to the Presidency is
calculated to excite a general confidence. To Him who has ruled
in this auspicious event, we would render our thauks, that the socie-
ty has aircady commenced its operations. and is now with a weil-di-
rected energy, advancing in their execution. It has long been the
firm opinion of many in this part of our country. that nothing more
was necessary to success, in colonizing vast numbers of {ree people
of colour. than a common understanding among its [riends, with a
well digested method, distinctly point‘gd out, and evidently practi-
cable without injury to the community. When the feeling and
patriotic bosom has breathed the ardent wisih, that one country might
be redecmed from the complicated evils which have been incm-po,'.at_
ed with society, it was to such a plan only as it was the ohject of
your iustitution to patronize and effecte that the intelligent mind
could ook for the consolation of hope.  Colonization was necessary ;
but how were the wisdom and efficacy to be combined, which wepe
essential to its accomplishment? It was necessary. not only that
cautious prudence shouid be satisfied. but even reluctant selfishnesg
must. il possible, be left without a plausible plea for opposition. frow
apprehensions of public danger. untoward circumstances. or untime-
ly fuilure.  We think, that in the Constitution and proceedings of the
Colonization Society, we see all that we could wish.  We might .
deed desire to witness and experience ourselves. a speedy and com-
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plete termination to the moral disease which mingles and circulates its
vitiating influence through the whole of our social State ; but with
prayerful resignation we would gubmit to the will of our Heavenly
Father. and be fersvently grateiul to Him. for the prospect with which
he permits our longing eyesto be cheered, As a pledge of ardor
whirch animates this Presbhytery in the cause which engages the soci-
ety. weare directed to inlform you, that to a resolution appointing a
committee to give expression to their feelings. they have annexed
another, ¢ That it be earnestly recommended by this body to each
ef its members, to employ his influence and personal exertions for
promotirg the establishiment of socicties auxiliary to the principal
Colunization Society.”

Qur prayers, Sirvy are ever with you and with the society, tlat God,
in whose hands the hearts of men are as the rivers of water, to
turn them whithersoever he will, may gplenteously infuse into your
minds, and into the hearts of the people. a spirit of union and strength
to accomylish the great object of your henevolent institution, for the
gake of vus Great Redecner.

bigued by the committee,
FREDERICK NASH,
Wik, MPHEETON,
JOSEPH CALDWELL,
Hon. Brsunon WasuninegTon,
President of the vtierican Colonization Society.

Extract from the minutes of the Presbytery of Fayetteville. M. C.
Thirteenth Session of the Preshytery of Fuyetteville,
Tirza Church, Monday, 4th October, 1819.

Resolred, That this Presbytery do heartily approve of the object
propascd by the American Socicty for Colonizing the Free People of
Cotonr of the United States ; and that they do sincerely wish and fer-
vently pray, that the said Socicty may meet with the mest abundant
and speedy success.

Ordered, 'Tliat an attested copy of the above resolution, be trans-
mitied to the President of the said Socinty.

Truly extracted from the 1515t page of the minutes of the Presby-
tery.

: COLIN McEVER, Slaled Clerk.

Resalutions of the General Issaciation of Massachusetls.
WesTHAMPTON, Sepl. Olh, 1819,
Erms B. Cavowenn. Esq,, Scerctary. e
Sirn: At a meeting of the General Association of Massachusetts
Proper. at Pittedield, June <3d, 1819,
s The Associatinnenisd, That this Association entertain sentiments
af high respect for the Society orgauized for the colonization of free
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blacks; ¥hat they most carnestly wish success to its noble and inter-
esting objects; that they assure the directors of their co-operatinn,
and beg them to persevere in the good work so favorably commenced.
¢ Voted, That a copy of this vote be trausmitted to the Sccretary
of the Society.”
Certified and transmitted with sentiments of respect, by, sir, yours,

&e.
ENOCH HALE,
Secretary General vssocialion Mass. Proper.

e — ——

Resolution of the Synod af Virginia.
Prince Epwiarp, November 18th, 1819,

Dear Sin: At a meeting of the Synod of Virginia, in Winchester,
on the 25d Qctober, 1819, the following resolution was unanimously
adopted. and an order passed. that a copy should be transmitted to
you, as President of the American Colonization Society.,

* Whereas the Synod of Virginia are informed of the existence, in
our country, of an association of inteiligent and patriotic citizens, un-
der the title of the American Colonization Society the object of which
is to send out to Aivica such free persons of colour as may be willing
to go: and whereas there is reason to hopr that this enterprise, if
conducted with proper discretion, will produce the happiest efficts,
particularly in aiding to communicate the glad tidings of the gospel
tc an interesting quarter of the globe; and to meliorate the condition
of a degraded portion of our population: while it pro:nises the meang
of alleviating evils which vur own country has reasnn to deplores

Resolved, unanimously, 'L'hat the Synod of Virginia recommend. and
they do hereby cordially recommend, to all the members of the charch-
es and congregations under their care. to aid the design of the said So-
ciety according to opportunity and ability, by their ceuntenance, their
contributions, and their prayers to Almighty God for its success,”

RENJ. H. RICE, Moderator.

A true copy :

Maeruew Stives, Steiced Clerk.,

Hox, Brsuron WASHINGTON,
DPresident of the American Colonization Saciety.

Resolution of the Methodist Conference of Virginia and North Caroling:
Oxrorp, N. C. Feb. 2811, 1825,

Resolved. That this Conference highly approve the object of the
American Colonization Socicty, and recommend it to the patronage of
the people of our charge,

JOHN EARLY, Sceretary.
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AprrosaTory Resorvrron,
Resolution of the Methodist Baltimore Znnual Conference.

At the Conference of the Methodist Church, lately held in Baltimore,
the following Resolution was passed, and communicated to the Board
of Managers of the American Colonization Society, by its Secretary:
Resolved by the Baltimore Annual Conference, in Conference assems

bled, That we highly approve the objects of the American Coloniza-
tion Society 1 and that we will use all prudent means to promote iis
suceess, by tuking up collections in aid of its funds, on the Sabbath
preceding or succeeding the 4thof July, in all places whereit is prac.
ticable,

———————

In the year 1825, the Legislature of Virginia adopted a Resolution
appropriating five hundred dollars to the American Colonization Se-
ciety : and in 1826 it appropriated eight hundred dollavs to the same
object.

MARYLAND APPROPRIATICN.

HMaryland, Sct:

At asession of the General Assembly of Maryland, begun and field
at the city of Annapolis on the last Monday of December, being the
twenty filth day of the said month, in the year of our Lord one thou-
gand eight hundred and twenty-six, and ended the thirtcenth day of
Mavch,one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven—His Excellency
Josrra Kunt., Bsquire, Governor ; amongst others, the following
Jaw was enacted, to wit @

Jn Act muking appropriation for the benefit of the dAmerican Coloniza-
lion Saciely.

Whercas the prople and Government of this State have witnessed,
with deep interest, the exertions of the American Colonization Society
to promote and carry into effect the greatand lauduble objects of their
association 3 and whereas this Legislature do most highly approve of
the scheme of African Colonization, set on foot by saist Society, and
believe it to be the enly one which can promise practical benefii to the
country, or to that class of the community which it is intended to re-
lieve : therefore,

Sec. b Be it enacled by the General dssembly of Maryland, That
the Treasurer of the Western Shore bec and he is herehy, authorized
and directed to pay to the ovder of-the Treasurer of the American
Colonization Society, for the use of said Society, the sum of one thou-
sand dollars, out of any unappropriated moneys which shall be in the
P'reasury at the time of the passage of this act : Previded. That the
rpeasurer of the said Shore shall be satisfied, that the said sum will
be expended for the benefit of {ree people of coloury who have been
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actual residents of this State for twelve months previous to the time
of their embarkation. '

Skc. 2. JAnd be it enacted, That the said Treasurer is hereby autho-
rized to pay to the order of the Treasurer of the Society aforesaid,
the sum of” one thousand dollars, for the use of said Society, in the
month of January, in the year ecighteen hundred and twenty-cight ;
and the like sum, at the same time, in each successive yoar thereafter :
Provided, "That, after the present year, no payvment shall be made un.
fer the authority of this act. unless the officers of said Society shal)
present satisfuctory proof to the said Vreasurer of the Western Shere,
that the whole of the appropriation of the preceding vear, or such
parts thereof as may have been expended, has been applied towards
the eolonization, on the coast of Alvica, of free'people of colour, who
bhad been actual residents of this State for twelve months preceding
the time of their embarkation : And provided furiher, 'That the appro-
priation shall be extended to the applicants for colonization from each
sf the counties, and the city of Baltimore, in the ratio of applications.

By the House of Delegates, March 15th, 1827,

This engrossed bill, the oviginal of which passed this House on the
10th day of February, 1827, was this day read and assented to.
By orier:
GIDEON PEARCE, Clerl.

By the Senate, March 13th, 1827.

T'his engrossed bill, the original of which passed the Senate on the
8th day of March, 1827, was this day read and assented to.
By order:
WILLIAM KILTY, Clerk.
JOSEPH KENT.

[THE GREAT SEAL OF MARYLAND. ]
Maryland, Sct :

I herchy certify, that the foregoing is a full and truc copy, taken
from the original engrossed bill deposited in and belonging to the
office of the Court of Appeals for the Western Shore of said State.

In testimony whercof, I have hereunto subscribed my
name, and aflixed the seal of the said Court of Ap-

[re &) peals, this eleventh day of April, in the vear of
our Lord ore thousand cight hundred and twenty.
seven. N

TH. ‘HARRIS, Cll:. Ct. of Jdpps.

While these testimonies of public favor have heen snpplied, in Ame-
rvica, to the cause of colonization, other nations have not heen inat-
tentive to the interests which it i caleulated to nromote, ot ouly iy
Africa bat elsewhere.  Bath policy and humauiiy prompted the ane-
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nexed communication from the French Government to the American
Suciety, through one of its members,

Legation peE France avx FErars-Unis,
Washington, 2 Mars, 1821.

Mownszerr : Le Roi mon Maitre a vu avec une bien douce satisfuc-
tion qu’il s"etait formeé aux Etats-Unis une socié é. dont le but était
d’amélierer insensiblewment, dés lors sans essais dangereux, le sort
d’une classe d*hommes trop longtems éirangers aux soins et & la pitig
de leurs semblables.

Animée du désirde seconder autrement que par des veeux, un aussi
noble dessein, Sa Majeste a daigné mautoviscr 8 jetter les bases
d’une colonisation qui,sielle peut réussier, ne saurait manquer d'étre
unjour un grand bienfait deplus pour Ta civilisation et I’humanité.

L’enterprise geénéreuse & laquelle vous w’avew cessé de prendye,
raonsieur, lapart laplus active, ne me parnit pas pouvoir étreun obstacle
a celle qui occupe mon Goeuvernement, I"amour du bien ne fait jamaig
waitre de collision, et les caeurs tels que le votre desirent qu'il s'opére
par toutes les voies qwilplait & la Providence d’indiquer.

Quoique je ne sois point dans Pintention de donner, au moins quant
A présent, de Ia publicité au projet dont j*ai I'honneur de vous entre-
tenir, Jevais, monsicur, entrer dans tous les details propres a vous
faire juger non-sculement del’eevre, mais de Pintention,

Onne manquera pas de dire peut étre, que Venterprise de mon
Gouvernement sera connue, quc cen'est de sa part qu'une bonue
action intéressée. La I'rance pourra trouver par la suite un avantage
réel & I'éxécution de ce plan ; mais I"humanité y gagnera plus que la
france, et ¢'est clle qu’on a entendu principalement servir d’une part,
quand on a proposé, del’autre quand ou a hien voulu agréer le projet,

Voici, monsieur, ce dont il s*agit :

Ya France est disposée 4 coloniser, dans 'unc'des partiés dela Guyane
rqui lui appartient des cultivateurs libres de couleur, et elle désire prin-
cipalement les recevoir des Etats-Unis si rien ne contrarie ce dessein,

11 m'est bien prouvé, monsicur, que la république ne demande pas
miecux, que de {fuvoriser Iéloignement de la population libre de cou-
leur; c¢’cst done avec une extréme confiance que je viens solliciter,
pour un projet qui concorde si bien avec I'intérét et le desir de I'Union,
votre assistance personnelle et celle de Ihonorable Societé qui a bien
voulu agreér depuis plusicurs années mes offres de service et me con-
gidérer, pour ainsi dire, comme Pun de ses Membres-§ocicté a laguelle
je suis sar, an moins, d*appartenir toujours par les « ntimens qui 0’
aninmient et le besoin que jPai de sympathiser avec clle.  Plusicurs
motif me font désiver le concours de cette association bienfaizante :
clle peut mapplauir beaucoup de difficuliés. elle prut surtout par son
intervention officiense concourir puissamment & diasiper les craintes
que pourraicnt concevoir des hommes naturellement défians et trap
souvent autorisés a I'étre. Ce ne sont peint de nomsveauxs™sclaves
que le Roi des Franes cherche a introduire -ons Praec ae v alins im
poirtantes Cojonies,  Son ame généreuse sat wrop bicn copatie an
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malheurs inévitables et que le tems seul peut graduellement adoucir,
pour avoir pu concevoir la pensée d'affermiv un état de choses que
la religion et P'humanité condamnent, et dont les Enfants de St. Louis
chercheront daccélérer le terme par tous les moyens que 'équilé et la
prudence pourront leur suggerer.

Les colons qu'il s"agit d'etablir 4 la Guyane Frangaise y secront
libres et y jouiront de toute la protection accordeé aux sujets du Roi,

Voila, monsicur, ce qui peut d'abord leur étre garanti. et & cet
¢gard j*aime i croive quon arvivera trés-facilement & les convanicre
quand ils auront appris, de leurs plus zélés protecteurs, sous quel
Gouvernement paternel on leur offre de vivre. :

Pour procéder sirement, je voudrais pouvoir commencer le plutot
possible par Pimportation & la Guyane de quelques familles valides
aux quelles jadjoindrais volontiers un ou deux hommes de coulear
libres dont la mission serait devoir par cux-mémes I*établissement et de
revenir aux Etats-Unis pour déterminer des expéditions subséquentes.

Ou donnerait aux émmigrans le passage aux {rais du Roi, un terrain
par famille, et sur ce terrain, une case provisoire. Ony ajouterait des
vivres pour 6 ou 9 mois et méme un an.  La proprieté fonciére servait
acquise aux concessionnaires apres la mise en valeur des deux tiers
du terrain. et sous 'obligation d°y entretenir constamment, outre des
cultures de coton, de café, de tabac, d’indigo, de cacao, de vanille
ou d*arbres A épiceries. des plantations de vivres indigénes, dans une
proportion déterminée, Chaque enfant male qui viendraite a se marie,
obtiendrait aussi un lot de terre sous les mémes clauses,

D’autres avantages pourront étre accovdés a ces familles de culti-
vateurs. Rien ne sera négligé. quant aux secours sanitaires, et sur-
tout pour queen tous tems, la religion, cette premicére source do bon.
heur et de prospérité, préside au developpement de leur civilisation et
de leur industrie.

T'outes les conditions seront libeilées d'une manicre précise, et je
consentirai volontiers a faire revenir, dans la premiére année, aux
frais du Gouvernement, ceux des premiers emmigrans que se croiraient
décus dans leur attente.

Vous voyez, monsicur, par cct exposé. qu'il s'agit de former un
etablissemeunt utile 3 I'humanité. 1'ose donc vous prier de voulir
bien me douner votre opinion et sur I'ensemble du projet et sur les
moyens les plus sirs de le faire réussir.

Il m’importerait aussi beaucoup d'étre mis par vous en rapport
avee vos amis de Philadelphie et autres villes de 'Union : mais il sera
tems de nous occuper de ce soin quand vous aurez bien voulu sne faire
connditre ce que vous pensez de I'entreprise et jusqu’a quel point clle
pourra étre favorisséc et par le Gouvernement Fedéral et par les
sacietés qui s’occupent avec constance, dans les divers Etutz de
~*Union, de Paméliovation du sort des hommes de couleur,

Veuillez agréer, monsieur, 1assurance des sentimens de considéra-
tion ot d’attaclruent avec les quels j'ai honneur d’étre,

Votre trés-humble et tres-obéissant serviteur,

HYDE DE NEUVILLE.



86 [Rep. No. 161.]

['TRANSLATION.]
Lecyrion or Fraxce 1Ny Tye UNiTeEd STATES,
Wushington, 2d March, 1821.

Syr FThe King, my waster, has heard, with great satisfaction, thai
a society has been formed in the United States, whose object is, gra-
dually, and therefore without dangerous experiments, to nnprove the
condition of a class of individuals who bave been, for too long a time,
strangers to the care and sympathy ot mankind.

His majesty. actuated by a desive to aid, by more effectual means
than mere good wishes, a project so ('('s(‘l\lll"‘ of encouragement, has
been ple: wed to authorize me, tolay the foundation of a sheme of colo-
nization, which, it successful, cannot tail to become, at a fulure day, a
real blessing to civilization and humanity.

The generous undertaking, which you have unceasmgly Tabored to
promote, by the most active cmlcu\'m's, does not appear to me, to form
an obstacle to that proposed by my Government, "F'he true desive of
doing gm;d can never breed collision : and hearts such as yours, are
always desirous that it should be effected by all the means pointed ot
by Providence,

Although it is not my intention, at least at this time, to give pub-
licity to the project which T have the honor to communic ate to vou, 1
will yet enter into such details, as will enable you to appreciate, not
only the deed itself, but the inteution also,

As soon as the undertaking of iy Govermmnent shall have become
publicly known, there may, ])(‘lh’lp". not be wanting those who will
say, that it is, on its part, but an interested act, Itis tt ue that I'rance
may. in futures derive some veal benefit from the execution of the plan;
but bumanity will be stit more benefitted than France : and when the
project has feen pn,p wed on one hand, and wccented on the other, it
will he seen that the object i view was the cause of humanity.

This. Sir, is the praject v question :

France agrees to the colonization, in that part of Guyane which be-
Yimgsto her, of free coloured agricubturists: and wishes to receivelthcm
chiefly from the Uniied *mm iin case nothing should exist to oppose
this intention.

1 have acquived the conviction, Gt the commonwealth has nething
mope at hearty than to promote the remeval of her free colourad popula-
tion ¢ it isctherefore, with tall confidence that I now solicit, in behalf of
a projecl, ace ovdineg so well with the desire and interest of the Union,
yonr personal assistance, and that of the honorable society, which has
fieen pleased, fur several years past, to receive my offers of ser vices,
and, 1 may sav, to cousider nw as one of its members. 'L'o this socie-
ty. Lam suee. Dwill always rewain attached by the sentiments which
now actiate eyl by the desive 1 feel of svnp.nlnznw with it.
Varieus woiives el me to wish for the co-operation of this benevo-
best ascocintinn, Bt has it in its power to remove many dilliculties
which stand i my war @ ands above all, to quiet the fears which
it be entertained by men nataeally mistrustful, and too ofien
Justidind W being so. Phe Bing off e Franks has no desive to intro-
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duce new slaves into one of his most.valuable colonies. His generous

- soul knows too weil how to fee): for.unavoidable nuseries which time

~ alone can ‘geadually alleviate, to entertain for a moment the iuea of
maintaining a state of things, which religion and humanity condemr ;
and to which the children of §t. Louis will seek to put an end, by all
the means suggested by prudence and justice.

The Colonists proposed to be settled in French Guyane, will be
ﬁqe, and will enjoy all the protection guarntied to the subjects of the

||lgo'

'U'his, 8ir, is the first thing which will beguarantied to them; and of
this they will, L hope, be easily convinced, when they shall have
known, trom their most zealous protectors, the character of the Go-
vermment to whose care it is proposed to commit them.

In order to proceed with more safety, 1 would like to begin by in-
troducing. as soon as possible, into Guyane a few healthy familics, to
whom:1 would willingly add one or two coloured men, whose duty

~'would be to acquire a'personal knowledge of the character of the set-
tlement, and return to the United States, to facilitate subsequent ex.
peditions,

The emigrants would be transported at the expense of the King ; a
tract of land granted to each family, and on each tract a temporary
dwelling would be erectcd. . To.these would be added provisions for
six, nine, and even twelve months. 'The fee simple of the land would
vest in the grantees as snon as twe-thirds of the trdct should have
been cleared, under the condition of their raising thereon, a stated
proportion of indigeneus previsions, independently of the cultivation
of cotton, coffee, tobacco, indige,. cocoa, vanilia, and spices. Every
male child would, on marrying, obtain also, a tract of land upon the
same conditions. , T

Other advantages will be granted to these families of agricultur-
ists. Nothing will be neglected as respects medical assistance ; and,
above all, to cause religion, this. primary source of prasperity and
happiness, to preside-over their pregress in industry and civilization.

All the conditions will be stipulated in a precise manner; and [
will willingly engage to bring back, during the first year, at the ex-
pense of the Government, such of the first emigrants as weuld think
that their expectations had been deceived,

This statement will enable you, Sir, to discover that theobject is to
form an establishment useful to humanity. I therefore take the liberty
to ask your opinion. as well on the general intent of the plan, as on
the surest means to promate its execution. : .

It would also be gratifying te me, to be enabled by you to commu-
nicate with your friends in Philadelphia, and in the other cities of -
the Union ; but it will be time to give our attention to this, when you
shall have imparted to me your views of the project, and informed me
how far itmay be assisted by the Federal Governmsent, and by those so-
cieties which arenow engaged, throughout the Union, in devising the
means of improving the conditien of the Feople of Colour.
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Be pleased to accept the assurance of the sentiments ot considera.
tion and attachment with which  have the honor to be your most

obedient, humble servant.
HYDE DE NEUVILLE,

No. 7.
Fenth Annual Report of the American Society for Coloniming the Free
#eople uf Colowr of the United States.

Ten years have now elapsed. since a few individuals assembled ig
this city, and deliberately formed themselves into an Institution for
the purpose of establisning a Lolony of the Free People of Colour of
the United States on the coast of Africa.

An enterprise of such a natnre, so vast in conception, varicus in
its reintions, and remote in its consequences and its benefits, was
seen to be inmvolved in uncertainty because relying for its full execu.
tion upon tie uid of those whase approbation could not reasonably be
exaected, until created by other evidences of its utility. than those
which \he scheme, as nerely theoretic presented to the public mind.

bui should the meaus be contributed for demonstrating. experi-
mentally, the utility of the plans of the Society. so far as the actual
esrublishment of 2 Colony on the African coast could be regarded ag
such demonstration, still it was manifest that on the delicate bu, mo-
mentous question of the probable effects of this {'olony upon the con-
@ition and iaterests of the great mass of our coloured population, twe
opinions would be adopted. entirely centradictory, and both, there-
fore, widely varying from the real purposes and hopes of the Institu-
tion.

The want of satisfactory information concerning the soil, climate,
and natives of Africa, and the methods most expedient to be adopted
for the acquisition of tervitory, and the very general aversion of
the free people of colour to a design, which all of them could feel to be
hazavdous, but which few could comprehend ; increasing, as it neces-
sarily must. the indifference of those of our citizens who are governed
rather by sympathy than veflection ; constituted obstacles truly formi-
dable, but which it was impossible to avoid.

It may not perhaps be irrelevant to the present occasion, to con-
sider. for a moment, by what motives and arguments the founders of
this Bociety were enabled to sustain themselves in their earliest ef-
forts for a cause. embarrassed by difliculties so wumerous and im-
mense, and so destitute of attraction to the eye of an ordinary ob-
zerver

"Uhere was a moral grandeur in the design itself. which rendered
the bare possibility of its accomplishment a motive suflicient to justify
every possible exertion. It presented itself in relations infinitely im-
portant to those whom it would remove from our shores; was seen
cannected with the domestic bappiness, social order, political strength,
and all the higher interests of our country, and seemed to offer the
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suly hope of rescuing Africa from the invaders of her rights, and
the murderers of her children, and of imparting to her tribes, whose
sable aspect is but the shadow of a darker mind, the pure and undy-
ing light of our religion.

In tie operations of the Society, it was obvious that the principal
dificulties must be encountered at the outset,  That a few enlightened
citizens might be induced to furnish the meany for exploring the
coast of Africa, there was reason to hope; and a favorable report
from those delegated for this purpose, could not fail to secure aid
for the emigration of such intelligent and energetic adventurers as
have never been found wantiug to enterprises of the most arduous and
dangerous character. Kvery practical movement of the Suciety
wouiddraw the public attention to its plans, and, if successful, exh:hi¢
cvidence of their utility which no development of a theory, however
plausible, could produce.  Accounts trom Africa would be perusea by
all ., by the fanciful and inquisitive for the novelty of their state-
ments, by the thoughul and pious to learn the character of its in-
habitants, and the best methods of instructing them in the principleg
of our faith.  Thus refiection would be excited. and the objects of the |
Society vecome betrer understond 3 a knowledge of their nature would
serure heiiel in their importance : the spirit of charity would advance
with the progress of conviction; truth and time would soften down
prejudice; aud, through the agency of the press, uuremitted efforts
aud fervent prayer the thougats whicl dwelt al first in the breasts
of & few. might finally enlist the sy npathies and commaund the pow-
ers of the nation.

Animated by such considerations, the original managers of this Se-
ciety resolved to proceed, aud the history of theiv sperations, for the
Tast ten years, as detailed in their Annual Reports. will show the so-
briety of their purposes, and the reasonableness of their hopes.

‘Lhe fucts connected with the efforts of the Society during the last
year, and now to be presented to this meeting, will aod. the Managers
trust, no little weight to the accumulated evidence heretofore adduced,
of the practicableness and expediency of the scheme in which they are
engaged. )

it wasstated by the Managers in their last report. that the liberality
of their friends had enabled the to despatch for the Colony the brig
Vine, with thirty-four emigrants, a missionary, and printer, accomnpa-
nicd by the Kev. Horace Sessions, an Agent of the Society, who pro-
posed to return in the same vessel; and that the Ludian Chief wag
about to depart from Norfolk with a much larger number of pas.
sengers.  The first of these vessels sailed from Goston on the fourth
of January, and arrived at Liberia on the seventh February 5 the last
left Norfulk on the 15th of February, aud completed ber passage on
the 274 of March.

A printing press, with ail its necessary appendages. many valuable
bouks, and other arviicles st eqral importance, were shipped on board
the Vine by the citizens of Boston, who evinced still fartber their
liberality, by assuming the whole expense of the printing establish-
ment {or the first vear.  Iighteen of the emigrants by this vessel
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twere, just before their departure. at their own request, organized inte
@ church, and the impregsive exercises of the occasion, upon which
thousands attended with heartfelt interest, deepened the concern for
the prosperity of the expedition.  But the counsels of Heaven ave too
mysterious for human scrutiny. and the Almighty was pleased to visit
this little company with a mortality unprecedented in the history of
the Colony. Scarcely had the Managers seen announced in the first
sheet ever issued frors the Colonial press, the arrival of the Vine, be-
fore they received the mournful tidings of the decease of the Rev. Ho.
race Scssions, Mr. Charles L. Force. the printer, and twelve of the
emigrants, with whom otheis must now be reckoned, including the
missionary, the Rev. Calvin Holton, making in all nearly halt the
whole number of those who embarked from New England. But the
attenticn of the mecting is not left to dwell vn this melancholy state-
ment.

"I'he Indian Chief conveyed to Africa one hundred and fifty-four
persons. of which one hundred and thirty-nine were from the State’
of North Carolina. Not an individual of the latter number suffered
materiaily from sickness, while some who left Norfolk in bad health,
derived, ultimately, benefit from the change of climate.  All telt more:
or less severely the symptoms of fever, ague, and prostration of
strength. which the systemn must necessarily experienee, on a transi-
tion from a temperate to a trovical climate; but they svon recovered.
their vigour, and procecded to the erection of buildings, and the
clearing of their fands.

As both these expeditions sailed frrom the United States in the Win-
ter, the striking contrast in their subsequent condition is doubtless
owing, in great measuve, to the wide difference in the change expe-
rirnced by the two companies of emigrants @ a difference which must
be estimated by cemparing the less constitutional Hability to tropical
disease, and the lesser influence of the season affecting those from
the South, with the greater liabilitv, and the more powerful influ-
cnce of the season to which those from the North were exposed. It
has been very justly remarked by the Colonial Agent, thatas it wounld
be rash for owr friends in North Carolina to conclude that no emi-
grant fi.m that State will heveafter suffer from the African climate,
so 1t would be equally wide from sober calculation for the citizens
of New kngland to determine. from a single experiment, that every si-
milar movement would be attended with a like calamiry.

I'he health of the colomats {thuse who arrived in the ¥ine exceptedy
has been well nigh universal and uninterrupted, and no less animated
and vrobust than that which they enjoyed in America. Among the
passengers in the Indian Chief. the symptoms of disease were. in
many instances. only suflicicntly developed to show their specific
character, and, in uearly every case. yiclded readily to the power of
medicive.  Many of the children and youth exhibit as much activity
and muscular strength as the natives themselves; and ¢ the adults
who have resided for some vears in the Colony, seem to acquire for
-ghe climate a peculiar predilection *  The natives of the cuast are
remarkablo for their vigorous aud well proportioned {rames, whicl
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are seldom broken or debilitated by disease. Probably mo vace of
men enjoy health more uniformiy, o in greater perfection. It isa
fact also well ascertained, aud peculiavly eucouraging in reference to
the African climate. that the country gradually vises from the sea-
board into theinterior. and that between these two regions. there exists
adifference both in temperature and clevation nearly resembling what
is found in our own Southern States.

'T'he system of Government established with the full consent of the:
colonists in the Autumn of 1824. and which the Managers had the
happiness to vepresent in their last report. as having thus far tulfilled
all the purposes of its institution, bas continued its operations during
the ycar without the least irregularity, and with undiminished suc-
cess.  ‘The republican principle is introduced as fav asis consistent
with the youthful and unformed character of the settlement, and in the
efection of their oficers the colonists have evinced such integrity and
Jjudgment as afford promise of early preparation for all the duties of
self-government, «*'F'he civil preragatives and government of the
Colony, and the bndy of the fuws by which they are sustained,” says
the Colonial Agent, ¢t are the pride of all. I am happy in the per-
suasion [ have. that I hold the balance of the laws in the midst of o
people, with whom the first perceptible inclination of the sacred scale
determines, authoritatively. their sentiments and their conduct. There
are individual exceptions, but these remarks extend to the body of the
setilers.”

'T'he moral and veligious character of the Colony exerts a powerful
influence on its social and civil condition. ‘Fhat piety which had gunid-
ed most of the early emigrants to Liberia. even before they left this
country, to respectability and usefulness among their associates. pre-
pared thew. in laying the foundations of a Colony, to act with a degree
of wisdom and energy which no carthly motives conld ingpive. Hum-
ble, and for the most part unicttered men 3 born and bred in circum-
stances the most unfavorable to mental culture ; unsustained by the
hope of renown, and unfamiliar with the history of great achieve-
ments and hereic virtues, theirs was nevertheless a spirit unmoved by
dangers or by sufferings, which misfortunes could not darken, nor--
death dismay. ‘They left America, and felt that it was forever : they
landed in Africa, possibly to find a bome., but certainly a grave.
Strange would it have been had the religion of every individual of
thesn early settlers proved genuine; but imnmensely changed as have
been their circumstances, and severely tried their faith, most have
preserved untaruished the honors of their profession. and to the purity
of their morals and the consistency of their conduct, is in a great
measure to be attributed the social order and general prosperity of
the Colony of Liberia. Their example has proved most salutary s
and while subsequent emigrants have found themselves awed and re-
strained, by their regularity, sericusness. and devotion, the poor na-
tives have given their confidence and acknowledged thie excellence of
practical Christianity. ¢ It deserves records” says M. Ashmun,
“that religion has been the principal agent employed in laying and
confrming  the foundations of the settlement. To thiz seatiment
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ruling. restraining, and actuating the minds of a large proportion of
the coloni-g, must be referred the whole strength of our civi! govern.
ment.”  Examples of intemperance, profaneness, or licentiousness,
are extremely rare’sand vice, wherever it exists, is obliged to seek.
conceaiment from the public eye. ‘Lhe Sabbath is universally re.
specteds Sunday schools, bot: {or the children of the Colony and for
the natives, are established ; all classes attend regularly upon the
worstup of Gad 3 some charitable associations have been formed for
the henefie of the heathen 3 and though it must not be concealed, that
the deep concern on the subject of religion. which resulted, towards
the conctusion of the year 1825, in the public profession of Chris-.
tiunity by about fifty Colonists, has in a measure subsided, and some
few cases of delinquency since accurred 5 and though there are faults
growing ou of the early condition and habits of the settlers which
require amendinent 3 yet the Managers have reason to believe that
there is a vast and increasing preponderance on the side of corvect
principle and virtuous practice. ~ Une gratitfying instance has occur-
redin which two Methodist Societies, long separate d, have been in-
duced by juster views, unanimously to unite in the same discipline
and worship.  On /%is subject the Managers will only add, that the
moral interests of the Colony have been most essentially promoted
by the eminent piety and labors of its ministers.

The agriculture of the Colony has veceived less attention than its
importance demands,  This is to be attributed to the fact, that
the tabor of the wettlers bas been applied to ub;ocw conducing more
immediately to their subsistence and comfort,  They have been oo
much occupied in the covstruction of houses and public huildings,
and in conducting a profitable traflic with the natives, to leave muvh
time to make p«-rmanont improvements on their plantations, The
best methods of cultivation appear to be imperfectly understood, and
the lands which were early cleared on the cape, are inferior to thase
mare recently surveyed and allotted to emigrants on the St. Paul’s,
Crops which exhibited the faivest p:umi-:e until near the time of har-
vest, have been severely injured by the various and numerous ani.
amals and insects which inhabit the neighboring forests.  *¢ Uhe culti-
vation of a larger number of contiguous farws will tend to preserve
them all from depredations.” and these destroyers can hardly retain
their waccustomed hauvuts™ anvther season,

It will not, the oard trast. be concluded that, because move might
hiave been dune tor the ag dcuitural interestg of the Colony, what has
been effected is inconsiderable,  "i wo hundred and twenty-four plan-
tations, of frow five to ten acres each, were. in June last, occupied by
the setticrs, and most of them ave believed to be at present undey
cultivation.  Une bundred and fourteen of these are on Cape Montse-
rado, thirty-three on Stockton creek. (denominated the Hallway
Faras, because near Iy eqni distant from Monravia and Ualdwell, the
St. Panis settlement,; and seventy-seven at the coutluence of Stockton
creck with the »t Paual's,

‘The St. Paui’s Fervitory includes the Haltway Farms, and is re-
presented as a braatiful tract of country, comparatively open, well
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watered and fertile, and still further recommended as having been,
for ages, selected by the natives, on account of its productivencsas, for
their rice and cassada plantations, ‘Lhe agricultural babits of tie
present occupants of this tract, concur with the advantages ol theip
situation, in affording promise of success to their exertions. = ™.
thing,”” says the Colonial Ageat, ¢ but circumstances of tie st
extraordinary nature, can prevent them {rom making their way di-
rectly to respectability and abundance.”

Oxen were trained to labor in the Colony in 1825, and it wag then
expected that the plough would be introduced in the course of another
year. Although commerce has thus far taken the lead of agriculture,
yet the excellence of the soil, the small amount of labor required for
its cultivation, and the value and abundance of its products, cannot
faily finally, to render the latter the move cherished, ax it is, certainly,
the more important interest of the Colony.,

‘Lhe trade of Liberia has increased with a rapidiiy almost unexam-
pled, and while it has supplied the colonists not anly with the neces-
saries. but with the convenicnces and comforts of life, the goad faith
with which it has been conducted. has conciliated the friendship of the
natives, and acquired the coufidence of foreigners,

The regulationg of the Colony allowing no credits, except by writ-
ten permission, and requiring the barter to be carried on through fac-
tories established for the purpose. has increased the profits of the
traflic. and prevented numerous evils which must have attended upon
a more unrestricted lirense. -

Between the 1st of January and the 15th of July, 1826, no less than
fifteen vessels touched at Monravia and purchased the preduce of the
country. to the amount, according to the best probable estimate, of
$43,980, African value. ‘L'lie exporters of this produce realize, on
the sale of the goods given in barter for it, a profit of $21.990, and
ou the freight, of $8.786. making a total profit of § 50.784.

A gentleman in Portland has commenced a regular trade withy the
Colony. and for his last cargo landed in Liberia amounting to % 8,000,
lie received payment in the coupse of ten days. 'The advantages of
this trade to the Colany, are manifest from the high price of labor,
(that of mechanics being two dollars per day. and that of common
faborers from 75 cents to $1 25 cents,) and from the easy and com-
fortable circumstances of the settlers. ¢ An interesting family,
twelve months in Africa, destitute of the means of furnishing an abun-
dant table, is not knowny and an individual. of whatever age or <ex,
without an ample provision of decent apparel. cannot, it is belicved,
be found.”  » Eovery family,” says Mr. Ashmun, *and nearly every
single adult person in the Colony. has the means of employing from
onv to four native laborers, at an expense of from four to six dollars
the month s and several of the settlers. when called upon iu conse-
quence of sudden emergencies of the public service, have made re-
peated advauces of merchantable produce. to the amount of 500 to
600 dotlars each.”

‘The Managers are happy to state. that the cfforts of the Calonial
Agent to enlarge the TurriToRY of Liberia, and particularly to bring
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under the government of the Colony a more extended line of coast,
have been judicious and encrgetic, and in nearly every instance result-
ed in complete success.  From Cape Mount to Tradetown, a distance
of ane hundred and fifty miles, the Colonial government bas acquired
partial jurisdiction.  Four of the most important sTATIONS on this
tract, including Montserado, belong to the Society, either by actual
purchase, or by a deed of perpetual lease ; and such negotiations have
been entered upon with the chiefs of the country. as amount to a pre-
clusion of all Kuropeans from any possessions within these limits.
The fine Territory of the 8t. Paul’s now occupied by settlers, was
described in the last annual veport of the Society.

T'ke tervitory of Young Sesters, recently ceded to the Society, is
ninety miles South of Montserado. in the midst of a very productive
rice country, affording also large quantitics of palm oil, camwood,
ant ivory.  ‘Fhe tract granted to the Colony includes the bed of the
Sesters viver, and all the land on each side, to the distance of half a
Teague, and extending longitudinally fromn the river’s mouth to its
source.  In compliance with the terms of the contract, the Chief of
the country has constructed a commodious store house, and put a
nuinber of laborers suflicient for the cultivation of a rice piantation
of forty acres. under the direction of a respectuble colonist, who takes
charge of the establishment.

The right of use and nccupancy has also been obtained to a region
of country on the South brauch of the St. John’s river. North nine
niiles from Young Sesters, and the trading factory established there,
ander the superintendence of a family from Monrovia, has already
proved a valuable source of income to the Colony, Kice is also
here to be cultivated, and the Chief who cedes the territory agrees
to furnish the labor.

The apright and exemplary condluct of the individual at the head
of this establishment. has powerfully impressed the natives with the
superiority of civilized and €hristian men, and with the importance
of inviting them to settle in their country; and consequently. the
offer inade by the Colouial Agent. for the purchase of Factory Island,
has been accepted by its proprietor.  This Island is in the river 8t.
Joliw’s, four wiles from its mouth, trom five to six miles in length,
and one third of a mile in breadth, and is among the most beautiful
and fertile spots in Africa, A few familics are about to take up their
vesidence upon it. and prepare for founding a settlement, ¢ which
cannot [ail.” says Mre. Ashmun, “in a few years, to be second to no
other in the Colony, except Monrovia.”

Negatiations are also in progress with the Chiefs of Cape Mount,
which, if successful, will secure to the Colony the whole trade of that’
station. cstimated at $50,000 per annum, and may ultimately lead
ta its avnexation to the territories of Liberia. ¢ The whole country
hetween CTape Mount and Trade Town,” observes Mr. Ashmun. *is
rich in eoil and other natural advauntages, and capable of sustaining
a numerons and civilized population beyond almost any other coun-
fev an eavth.  Leaving the sea-board, the traveller, every where, at
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the distance of & very fow miles. enters npon a uniform upland coun.
try, of moderate elevation, intersected by innumerable vivulets,
abounding in springs of unfailing water, and covered with a verdure
which knows no other changes exeept thuse which refresh and renew
its beauties. The country directly on the sea. although verdant and
fruitful to a high degree, is fou. id ev ery where to )wld, in both re-
speets. to the intevior ?

Much progress has heen made the Jast year, in the construction of
public huildings and works of defence, though, with adequate sup-
plies of lumber. more might doubtless have been accomplished.  T'wo
handsome churches, veected solely by the cofonists now adorn the
village of Monrovia.  Fort Stockton has been vebuilt in a style of
strengtin and beauty. A receptacle capable of accommodating one
hundred and fitty cmigrants, iscompleted, "The new Agency Hrmse,
Market tiouse, luu-uhmmn e Imnl..\n(l Town House, tn ~tanrovia,
were, some months sineet far advanced, and the finishig strokes were
about to be given to the Government House on the 8t Panl’s. The
wing of the old Ag geney Honse has been - hantdsomely fitted up for
the lml(mml Lll)lcll\. which now consist, of 1200 volumes, systemati-

cally avranged in glazed cases with appropriate hangings, Al the
books are sulmantmh) covered, and accarately labelled 3 and files
of more than ten newspapers, more or less complete, are preseryed.
The libravy is fitted up so as to answer the purpose of a reading room,
and it is intended to make 1t a vuseum of all the nataral carivsities
of Africa. which can be procured.”

No elforts have been sparved to plare the Colony in a state of ade-
guate defence, and while it is regurded as pevfectly secure from the
native forces. it is hoped and believed that it may sustain itself
against any pi:-atical avsaults. ¢« ‘V'he establishment has fifteen large
carviage guns and three small pivot gans, all fit for service,”  Fort
Stockton uverlonks the whoie town of Monrovia. and a strong double
battery is now building on the height of ‘Chompson Town, near the
extremity of the Cape. which it iy thought will afford protection to
vessels anchoring in the roadstead.  The militia of the Colony con-
sists of two corps appropriately uniformed, one of Artillery of about
fifty men. the other of Infantry of torty men. and on various occa-
siong have they proved themselves deficient neither in discipline or
courage.

Itis impossible for the Managers to express the regret excited by
the refiection that the system of education in the Lulum. second as it
is to no one of its interests, is extremel v defective. and that the best
endeavors to improve it have. fur the present, been arrested by the
ordinations of an all wise but mysterious Providence.  Several pri-
mary schools continue in opemimn. hut the ability of the teachers is
only equal to the communication of the mere rudiments of knowledge.
"The plan of insteuction commenced by the Rev. Mr, Holton. promised
inestimable benefits, but his sudden and lamented decease has shaded
the prospect which seemed so faivly opening. tov the intellectual im-
provement of the Colony, Itis hoped that men of colour may be

0
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found. qualified-to act in the capacity of tcachers, and thus prevent
the recurrence ol so sad a disappointment, Regarding this subject
as one of vital interest. the Managers will not fail to give to it the
most sedulous and unremitted attention.

It is a fact, which cannot fail to awaken in this meeting the deep-
est concesrn, that the records of the Colony afford abundant and une-
quivocal evidence of the undiminished extent and atrocity of the Afri-
can Slave Trade. From cight to ten. and even fifteen vessels have
been enguged at the same time in this odious traffic. almost within
reach of the guns of Liberiaj and as late as Jaly. 1825, there were
s“existing contracts for eight hundred slaves, to be furnished in the
short space of four months.”” within eight miles of Monrovia. Four
hundred of these were to be purchased for two American slavers. A
boat belongirg ro a Frenchman. having on board twenty-six slaves,
all in iruns, was. in September, 1825, upset in the mouth of the St.
Paul's. and twenty of their number perished.  Thig is one of the les-
ser scenes of tragedy. says the Colonial Agent, which are daily acting
in this wretched country.  But the erimes of these lawless invaders
of human liberty are not confined to their acknowledged profession ;
they defy the laws of all civilized nativus, and engege in every spe-
cies of piracy.

The crew of a Spanish schooner recently boarded and robbed an
English brig. lying at anchor off Cape Mountserado, the captain of
the latter being at the time in Monrovia. ‘Vhe aid of the Colonial
Agent was invaked for the punishment of the offence. who (elt him.
self obliged, from regard to his own safety, not to leave unnoticed so
flagrant a violation of the law of nations. The offer of a number of
the Colonial militia, to proceed immediately to take possession of the
factory built by the master of .the piratical vessel. a few miles from
Monrovia. was accepted, and the expedition resulted in the capture
of fourteen slaves, and the entire destruction of the establishment.
A few of the poor Africans thus relieved from their manacles, ignor.
ant of the language of the settlement. and unable to appreciate the
motives which led to their capture, and the benevolence which was
still operating for their benefit. fled from the Colony. and were soon
after taken by the natives, and sold to a Frenchman who was then
employed in purchaging slaves on the St. Paul’'s.  When their situa-
tion was made known. the Colonial Agent demanded that they should
immediately be delivered over to the authorities of the Colony. A
peremptory rcfusal having been made to this demand. it was judged
necessary to attempt their recovery by force, which was speedily ef-
fected, and possession at the same time obtained of the whole number °
of slaves at the factory, amounting in all to ninety-nine.

About the same time. two or theee others of these recaptured Afri.
cans. who had escaped from the Colony. were conveyed .by the na-
tives to a factors at Trade Town, a slave mart. one hundred miles
South of Cape Montserado. and the most notorious one existing be-
tween Cape Palmas and Sierra Leone.

An effort to recover these individuals, peaceably, proved entirely
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wnsuccessful. It was known alsn, that one of the three vessels then
waiting for their complement of slaves at Trade 'Town. had commit.
ted various piratical acts since her arrival on the coast. Jusrified,
therefore, as was believed, by those principles of right which ought to
govern all human actions. the Agent, attended with thirty two volun-
teers from the Colony. assisted by the Colombian armed schooner
Jacinta. Captain Chase, immediately embarked for Trade Town. de-
tained the two vessels, (the third having been previously captured by
a French brig of war) effected a landing. seized fifty-three slaves,
and reduced a!l the stores and buildings of the factory to ashes.

'These bold and energetic measures bave done much towards the
exclusion of the Slave Trade from this part of \frica and have in-
deed banished it entirely (at least for the present) from the whole dis-
trict of country between Cape Mount and Trade Town. But the
Managers cannot hope that a traflic so long established, so gainful,
so extensive, and which ewlists in its support so many of the deep
and maliguant vices of the heart. will be exterminated. without more
decided and combined measures, than have ever yet been adopted by
the Powers of the Christian World.

The influence of the Colony with the natives is great and increas.
ing. and resulting, asit does, principally, from the integrity and
kindness manifested towards them by the Colonial Government in all
its transactions, may be expected to be permanent. They begin to
feel the superior advantages of civilized life, and to secure, through
the settlement, by lawful trade, those articles which were formerly
acquired only by the sale of their brethren, + No man of the least
consideration in the country.” says Mr. Ashmun. ¢ will desist from
his importunities until one, at least. of his sons is fixed in some ret-
tler’s family. We have their confidence and friendship, and these
built on the fullest conviction, that we are incapable of betraying the
one. or violating the other.””

Here the Managers pause, to pay a mournful and affectionate tri-
bute of respect to the memory of 1he dead. The Rev Horace Ses-
sions, the Rev. Calvin Holtan, and Mr. Charles L. Force; the two
former Agents of the Society, and the latter employed as printer for
the African Colony. have been called from the field of toil on which
they had but just commenced exertions most honorable to themselves,
and useful to the Society. to the invisible and eternal world. My,
Sessions superintended the embarkation of the emigrants by the Vine,
and accompanied them {o Liberia. in the hope of acquiring informa-
tion which might enable him more successfully to prosecute an Agency
for the Society in the United States. Mr. Holton had devoted nim--
self. with a martyr’s spirit. to Afriea. and his insteuctions and mis-
sionary labors in the Colony, prowmised greatly to advance its lite-
rary, moral, and religious interests  But the will of Heaven has re-
moved them, and to that will it becomes us to bow, in humble con§-
dence. that He who prepared them for usefulness in life will not leave
to perigh the influence of their example.

'The events which have occurred in the United States during the
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year. favorable to thiy [ustitution, are too numerous to be given in
detail, aud too important 1o be left unnaticed  They have been such
as muss confirm tie faith of the wavering, strengthen the confidence
of the irresolute. and stimulate the decided friends of our cause to
higher and nobler exertions,

"I'he namber of subscriberd to the Afvican Repository and Colonial
Journal, has very much increased, and it is civculated at present in
nearly every State of the Union.

T'he Managers bave heard with pleasure that an institution denomi.-
nated the Koseiusko school, has been founded in New Jersey, aud that
one of its prominenc objects is to qualify young men of eolour fr use-
fulnesy in Liberia.  The name of Koseisko is sssociated with this
schoal in honor of that illustrious individual, whoo on his final de-
parvfure from America, intrasted to Mr.Jeffevson 4 fund to be applied
by him to the purchase and education of African slaves, whiclh fund
is. on certain conditions. to be appropriated to the benefit of this Semi-
nary, which will long stand, we trust, @ monument ot the chariry of
that noble foreigner, whose valor and services. in the cause of freedom
and bunanity, are revered throughout our country and the civilized
world, :

“I'he firee people of colour are becoming more generally and decidedly
favorable to the views of the Suciety. and many of the best informed
and most industrious, have resolved upon an carly removal to Libe-
ria. In Baltimore they have vecently. in 2 memorial to the whites,
imploved the means of emigration, and expressed their full conviction
of the benevolence and wisdom of the plans of the Society,

The Clergy of nearly ail denominations have taken occasion, on
the Anniversary of our National Independence. or on the Sabbath
imwmediately preceding or succeeding that day, to explain to their
congregations owr design, and solicit contributions in its behall'; the
amount of which has, it is believed, exceeded any similar collections
in foviner yeavs.

The brig Doris is now preparing to sail to Liberia, with a con-
giderable number of emigrants, most of whom are trony North Caro-
lina.

The reports of the Agents employed by the Society in different sec-
tions of the country, are of the most encourasging character, and
prove that a deep rapid, and extensive change, favorable 1o the in-
terests of this Institution, is taking place in the public mind.  More
than twenty Auxiliary Societies have been formed in the course of the
year. Among these is the Colonization Socicly of the Siale of Pen-
sylvania, which, from ity situation, (Philadelphia.) the energy with
which it has commenced operation, and the liberality which has thus
carly been evinced in its support, may be expected to act very effect-
ively in aid of our cause.

The Managers are peculiavly gratified to know, that the citizens
of the W es!ern Stat»s begin highly to appreciate the objects of the So-
ciety, and that they arv almost undnmmusl) disposed to countenance
and sustain them. ‘Lhey have this day received intelligence of the
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organization of a State Saciety in Ohio, under circumstances so cheer-
ing.as to justify the prediction that it will prove among the magt im-
portant Auxiliaries in the Union,

In conclusion. may not the Managers be permitted to express the
hope that this wurk. se auspiciously commenced. but for the comple-
tion of which private charity must prove inadequaste. appealing, as it
does, equally to our duty and interest—to the Christian who recog-
nizes in mau. wherever he is found. an heir of immortanty-~to the
statesman, who would build up his country®s glory on her justice and
magnanimity-——wmay be regarded as strictly national, worthy of the
most earnest attention and tiheral patronage of the Legislatures of the
several States, and of the Federal Govermment.

. No. 8.

Report of the Commiltee of the House of Representalives.—Jdpril 18,
1818,

The eammittee to whom was referred the memovial of the ¢ Pregi-
dent and Board o Managers of the American Society {or colonizing
the free peaple of colour of the United Stares™ have, according to or-
der, hud the sume under then attentive consideration.

Lieferring to the memorial irselt, 2nd to the report of the committee
on the slave trade. to the 14th Congress. your commirtee heg inave to
add, that a new interest has been recently imparted to tie benevolent
euterprise of the memorialists by the praspect of aspeedy termination
of that odious traflic. which has been so long the erime of Kurope,
the sconrge of Africa, and the affliction und disgrace of Asnerica.
Spute and Portugal have at length concurred in that just and hutnane
paiicy of the Urnited States, which Great Britain wag the first to
nnitate, and which, by her liberal and unremitting zeal, shebas suc.
cessfully extended ithroughout the civilized world,

So far as the civilizadon of A¥ica, the victim of this inhuman
tratlic. is embraced among the views of the mewmorialists, the removal
of thig furmidable impediment to theiv success, is calculated to elevate
the hopes of the philanthropist, and to secure to their enterprise a
larger shave of public confidence,

America cannot but sympathize in the wish to redeem from ig-
norance. barbarisia, and superstition, a continent of vast extent,
spread out beneath every ciimute, embracing every variety of soil,
and inhabited by a much injured and degraded portion ol the human
race,

But your committee have no hesitation in acknowledging that they
derive a yet stronger incentive to recommend this enterprise to the
countenance and favor of the House {rom considerations peculiar to
the United States.  These were preseated to the Ja-t Congress by the
report to which your committee have referred, und they deem it un-
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necessary. therefore, to press them upon the attention of the House,
They cannot, howevey, forbear to remark, that time is unceasingly
aggravating all these domestic evils, for which the memorialists pro-
pose the only competent remedy, and that the most augpicious cir-
cumstances congpire at present to promote its suceessful application.

Europe, after passing thrcugh a war of unprecedented extent and
calamity. enjoys a repose which she has rarvely known, and which, for
the honor of humanity. it may be hoped she will be disposed to signalize
by some act of distinguished generosity. She will not, surely. be
content with a mere forbrarance of further injustice, but seek to re-
pair the wrangs which she has inflicted upon an unhappy race of men.

T'he people of the United states have retired from the same conflict,
to enjoy a prosperity v hich has never been surpassed in the history of
the orld.  Respected abroad, they possess abundance, tranquillity,
and happiness, at home,

A suevey of such blessings, naturally inspire a sentiment. the ex-
istence of which is illustrated not only by the formation of the saciety
fram which this memorial proceeds, a society embracing individuals
of every veligious and political denomination, and inhabitants of eve-
ry State in 1his wide spread Union, but by the almost unanimous pro-
cerdings of the Legislatures of Virginia, Marylaud. "Tennessee, and
Georgia, cither recomending or countenancing the same benevoient
object.

It cannot be supposcd that the liheral and enlightened policy which
dictated the resolutions and acts of those particular States. is confin-
e to viemselves alone.  "Their neighbors, alike circumstanced, ac-
tuated by the same interests and feelings, will be conducted to the -
same conclusion, in relation to questions not only of vital importance
to them, but, in their remote beaving. of scarcely less moment to the
stability and prosperity of the Union,

The Auxiliary Colonization Societies which are daily springing
up in other quariers of the United States, evince that, if the feelings
which animate them were iocal in their origin, they required only to
be manifested in order to awaken the sympathy and to secure the
co-operation of the rest of America, in the attainment of their com-
maon object,

Your committee would not thus faverably regard the prayer of the
memorialists, if it sought to impair. in the slightest degree, the rights
of private property, or ithe yet more sacred rights of personal fiber-
ty. secured to every description of freemen in the United States.

The resolution of the Legislatuve of Virginia, the subsequent acts
and declarations. as well as tiie high character of the memorialists
themselves, added to the most obvious interest of the States who
have recently sanctioned the purpose. or recognized the existence of
the American Colonization Society, exclude the remotest apprehen-
sion of such injustice or inhumanity.

I’he memorialists propose to attain the noblest end which benevos
lence can conceive. by temperate and practicable means.

As preliminary to their success, and, in anticipativn of the acts of
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the Government. they have, at considerable expense. sent out agents
to explore the coast of Africa. and to select a seat for their contem-
plated colony. ‘Those agents were instructed first to visit Europe,
Their reception in England, and the intelligence which had been re-
ceived from them down to the period of their late erubarkation for Af-
rica. were as favorable as could have been anticipated, to the suc-
cess of their mission.

This success, however, cannot be complete, until the nbject of the
memorialists shall have received the sanction, and their efforts the aid
of the Federal Government.

If their memorial does not furnish suflicient ground for the inter-
position eof the National Legislature, in their bebalfl it appears to
your committee, that the resolution of Virginia. which the; beg lvave
to subjoin to this report.* subsequently sustained by a simiiar resolu-
tion of Maryland and Tennessee. unquestionably de so-

Whether a treaty for the tervitory of the proposed colony is to be
wpened with the native tribes of Africa. or with the Europen Govern-
ments which claim certain portions of the shores of that continent,
itis by the authority of the United States alone. that such.negotia-
tion can be effected.

The several States having, by their adoption of the Federal Con.
gtitution, surrenderced the power of negotiation to the Generul Go-
vernment. have an andoubted right to claim the exervise of that
sovereign authority for their benedit. whenever it cain be exerted cone.
sistently with welfare of the United States.

Your committee cannot forbear to add another, to them a very
solemn consideration. as an inducetment for the exercise of tus au-
thority in the manner proposed by the Geuneral Assembly of Virginia,
The act of Congress which interdicts the African slave trade, and
subjects the citizens of the United States, who engage in its prosecus
tion, to merited punishment, has left the urfortucate beings, whotn
the violations of this law are daily casting wpon the American shove,
to the separate provisions of the respective Siates within whose juris-
diction they may chanre to be found,

T'o say nothing of the abstract propriety of transferring such an
authority over the persons and liberty of these foreigners from the
national to the State Legisiatures, entertaiving no apprehicensien
that Congress will be rendered thereby accessavy to any actof cruel-
ty ar inhumanity ; it tust be yet apparent. that the individual $iairg
have a right to require the aid now sought to be obtained lrom the
General Government. in order to enable themselves to discharge the
trust repused in them. without a violation of their local policy, or
injustice to those unfortunate Africans, placed at their disposal
by the laws of the United States.

Your committee were instructed by two other resolutions of the
House. to inquire into the expediency of making more effectval pro-
vision by law, for preventiug the participation of the citizens of the
United States in the African slave trade, and of currecting certain

* Sec pages, Nn. 24, 25, 40, 41
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abuses which are practised in the internal commerce of the United
States.  Both these objects have been accomplished by bills which
subsequently originated’in the other branch of the National Legisla-
ture, and which came down to the House of Representatives under
circumstances which ensured to-thew an earlier decision than would
have followed a report from your commitree.  They heg leave. how-
ever, to remark that the heneficial effect to be expected from any im-
provement of the pre-existing laws  in vefation to the ‘ormer species
of traific, which commences its enterprises against humanity upon a
foreign and remote coast, and matures it upon that of America, in
such @ manner as to elude detection by ordinarvy vigilance, must de-
pend on the efforts of another branch of the Governnent,

[t does not become your committee to do move. in relation to this
branch of the inquiry charged upon them, than to intimate their
epinion that no act ol legislation whatever would be so likely to put
dowu this iniguitows trathe as the multiplication of the vevenue cutters,
upon the American shoves most frequented by the vessels enzaged in
it. and the rmployment of such pavt of the navy as would be best
adapted o such service, in occasional visits to the African coast
at th: srason when it is frequented by the saine description of vessels.

Your comnnttee therefore ask to be discharged from the further
corsideration of the second and third resolutious, to which they have
ret reed, and beg leave to recomnind to the House, in relation to the
fiost, i adoption of the following resolution:

Reegiveds Uhat the President of the United States be, and he is
hereby requosied o fake such measures us he may deem uroper. to
ascertain. whether a suifzble territory can be procured on the coast of
Attica. for coionizing such of the free people of colour of the United
Stales as may be witling to avail themselves of such an asyium. and
to enter into such negotiztion with the native tribes of Africa, or
with one or moreof the Gwvermnents of Europe, as may be ne-
cessary to obtkin such territory. and to secure to the contemplated
colony every advactags which he may deem essential to its future
independence and prosperity.

Report of the Commitiee to whom was referred, at the commencement
of the present session of Congress so much of the Presidents message
as relates o the Slave Trade. (1820.)

The Committee on the Slave Trade. to whom wag referred the
Memorial of the President and Board of Managers of the American
Snciety for colonizing the free people of colour of the United States,
have, according to opder. had under consideration the several sub-
jects therein embraced, and report :

That the American Society was instituted in the city of Washing-
ton, wn the 25th of December, 1816, for the benevolent purpose of
affording to the fiee people of colour of the United States the means
of establishing vne or more independent colonies on the Western coast
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of Africa.  After ascertaining, by a mission to that continent. and
other preliminary inquiries, that their ohject is practicable, the So-
ciety request of the Congress of the United States a charter of incor-
poration, and suc other legislative aid as their enterprise may be
thought to merit and require.

The memarialists anticipate from its success, consequences the mogt
Leneficial to the free people of colour themselves 5 to the several States
in which they at present veside; and to that continent which is to
be the seat of their future establishment.  Passing by the foundation
of these anticipations, which will be seen in the annual reports of the
Society, and their former memorials, the attention of the committee
has been particularly drawn to the connexion which the memorialists
have traced between thieir purpose and the policy of the recent act of
Congress, for the more effectual abolition of the Alrican siave trade.

Experience has demonstrated that this detestable traflic can be no
where so successfully assailed as on the coast upon which it origi-
nates. Not only dues the collection and embarkation of its unnatuval
cargees consume nore time than their subsequent distribution and
sale in the market for which they are destined; but the African coast,
frequented by the slave ships, is indented with so few commodiouns or
accessible harbors. that, notwithstanding its great extent, it could be
guarded by the vigilance of a few active cruisers. If tc these be add-
ed colonics of civilized blacks, planted in commanding situations
along that coast, no slave ship could possibly escape detection ; and
thus the security, as well as the enhanced profit which now cherish
this illicit trade, would be effectually counteracted. Such colonies,
by diffusing a taste for legitimate commerce among the native tribes
of that fruitful continent, would gradually destroy among them. also,
the only incentive of a traffic which has hitherto rendered all Afri-
can labor insecure, and spread desolation over one of the most beau-
tiful regions of the globe. The colonies, and the armed vessels em-
ployed in watching the African coast, while they co nperated alike
in the cause of humanity, would afford to cach other mutual succour.

Theve is a single consideration. however, added to the preceding
view of this subject, which appears to your committee. of itself cun-
clusive of the tendency of the views of the memorialists to further the
operation of the act of 5d of March, 1819. That act not only revokes
the authority antecedently given to the several State and Territorial
governments, to dispose, as they pleased, of those Africans who might
be liberated by the tribunals of the United States, but authorizes and
requires the President to restore them to their native country. The
unavoidable consequence of this just and humane provision, is. to re-
quire somc preparation to be made for their temporary succour, on
being relanded upon the African shore. And no preparation can
prove so congenial to its own object, or so cconomical as regards the
government charged with this charitable duty, as that which would
he found in a colony of the free people of colour of the United States.
Sustained by the recommendations of nuimerous societics in cvery part
of the United States, and the approving voice of the legislative as

m"n
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semblics of several States, without inquiring into any other tendency
- of the object of the memorialists. your commiitee do not hesitate to
pronounce it deserving of the countenance and support of the General
Government. The extent to which these shall be carried is a ques-
tion not so ecasily determined.

The memovialists do not ask the Government to assume the juris-
diction of the Tervitory, or to become. in any degree whatever, re-
aponsible for the future safety or tranquillity of the contemplated
colony. They-have prudently thought that its external peace aund
security would be most effectually guarded, by an appeal, in its be-
half, to the philantrophy of the civilized world ; and to that sentiment
of retributive justice, with which all christendom is at present ani-
mated towards a much injured continent.

Of the constitutional power of the General Government to grant
the limited aid contemplated by the accompanying bills and resolu-
tions, your committee presume there can exist no shadow of doubt;
and they icave it to a period of greater vational prosperity to deter-
mine, how far the authority of Congress, the resources of the National
Government. and the welfare and happiness of the United States, will
warrant, or require its extension.

Your committee are solemnly enjoined, by the peculiar object of
their trust, and invited by the suggestions of the memorialists. to in-
quire into the defects of the existing laws against the African sldve
trade.  So long as it is in the power of the United States to provide
additional restraints upon this odious traflic, they cannot be withheld,
consistently with the jusiice and honor of the nation.

Congress have heretofore marked, with decided reprobation. the
anthors and abetters of this iniquitous commnerce, in every form which -
it assumes ; from the inception of its unrighteous purpose in America,
through all the subgequent stages of its progress, to its final consum-
maticn : the outward voyage. the crucl scizure, and forcible abduc-
tion of the unfortunate Afican from lis native home. and the frada-
lent transfer of the property thus acquired. It may. however, be
questioned, if a proper discrimination of their relative guilt has en-
tered into the measure of punishment annexed to these criminal acis.

Your committee cannot perceive wherein the offence of kidnapping
anunoffending inhabitant of a foreign country : of chaining him down
for a scries of days, weeks, and months. amidst the dying and the
dead. to the pestilential hold of a slave ship: of consigning him, it
he chance to live out the voyage, to perpetual slavery, in a remote
and unknown land. differs in malignity frow piracy, or why a milder
punishment should follow the one than the other crime. :

(1 the other hand, the purchase of the unfortunate African, after
his enlargement from the floating dungeon which wafts him to the
foreign market, however criminal in itself, and yet more in its ten-
dency to encourage this abominable traffic. yields in atrocity to the
violent seizure of his person, his sudden and unprepared separation
from his family. his kindred, his friends, and his country followed by
all the horrors of the middle passage. Are there not united in this
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affence, all that is most iniquitous in theft, most daring in robbery,
and cruel in muvder?  Its consequences to the victim, if he survives ;
to the country which receives him 3 and to that from which he is torn;
are alike disastrous. If the intcrnal wars of Alvica. and their deso-
lating effect, may be imputed to the slave trade, and that the greater
part of them must. cannot now be questioned, this crime, considerced
in its remote. as well as its proximate consequences. is the very dark-
est in the whole catalogue of human iniquitics ; and its authors shouald
be consideved as hostes humani generts.

In propasieg to the House of Representatives, to make such part of
this offence as occurs upon the ocean, piracy, your committee are ani-
mated. not by the desive of manifesting to the world the horror with
which it is viewed by the American people; but, by the confident
expectation of promoting, by this example its more certain punish-
ment by all nations. and its absolute and final extinction.

May it not be believed, that when the whole civilized world shall
have denounced the slave trade ag piracy. it wil become as unfre-
quent as any other specics of that offence against the law of nations ?
Is it unrcasonable to suppose that negotiation will, with greater fa-
cility. introduce into that law such a provision as is liere proposed,
when it shall have been already incorporated in the separate code of
each State?

The maritime Powers of the Christian world have, at length, con-
curred in pronouncing sentence of condemnation againsi the trafiic,
The United States, having led the way in forming this decree. owe it
to themselves not to jfollow the rest of mankind in promoting its
vigorous exccution.

if it should be objected, that the jegislation of Congress would be
partial, and its benefit, for a time at least, local, it may be replied,
that the constitutional power of the Government has alveady been
exercised in definivg the crime of piracy. in accordance with similar
analogies, to that which the committee have sought to trace between
this general offence against the peace of nations. and the slave trade.

In many of the foreign treaties, as well as in the laws of the United
States, examples are to be found, of piracies, which are not cogniza-
ble. as such, by the tribunals of all nations. Such is the unavoidable
consequence of any exercise ot the authority of Congress. to define and
punish this crime. ‘Ule definition and the punishment can bind the
United States alone.

fleport of the Commilice on the Suppression of the Slave Trade, made in
the House of Representatives, Jpril 12, 1822,

The Committee on the Suppression of the Siave Trade, to whom
was referred a resolution of the House of Representatives. of the 15th
of January last. instructing them to inquire whether the Iaws of the
United States prohibiting that traflic have been duly executed : alse,
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intn the general operation thereols and, il any delects exist in thase
laws, to suggest adequate remedies thercfors and to whom many
memoarials have been referred touching the same subject. have. ac-
cmding to order, had the said resolution and memovrials under con-
sideration. and beg leave to report:

‘That, under the just and liberal construction put by the Executive
on the act of Congress of March 3d. 1819, and that of the 15th May,
1820, inflicting the punishment of Piracy on the Afvican Slave Trade,
a foundation has been laid for the most systematic and vigorous ap-
piication of the power of the United States to the suppression of that
iniquitous traflic.  Its unhappy subjects, when captured, are restored
to their country, agents are there appointed to receive them, and a
colony, the offspring of private charity, is vising on its shoves, in
which such as cannot reach their native tribes. will find the means of
alleviating the calamities they may have endured before theiv libera-
tion,

When these humane provisions are contrasted with the system
which they supersede. there can be but one sentiment in favor of a
steady adherence to its support. “The document accompanying this
veport, and marked A, states the number of Africans seized or taken
withiu or without the limits of the Umted States and brought there,
and their present condition.

It does notappear to your committee, that such of the naval force
of the country as has been hitherto employed in the exccution of the
Liovs against this traffic. could have been inore effectunally used for the
inivrest and honor of the nation  'I'he document marked B. is a
statement of the names of the vessels, and their commanders. ordered
upon this service, with the dates of their departure. &c.  Fhe first
vessel destined for this service, arvived upon the coast of Africa in
Muarch, 1820 and, in the tew weeks she remained there, seat in for
adjudication four American vessels, all of which were condemned,
‘} hie four which have been since employed in this service. have made
five visits the Alligator having made twocruises in the past Summer.)
the whole of which lave amounted to a service of about ten months by
a single vessel, within a period of near two years: and since the
middle of fast November. the commencement of the hcalthy seasonon
that coast.no vessel has been, nor, as your committee is informed. is
under orders for that service.

§ he committee arve thus particular on this branch of their inquiry,
because unfuunded rumors have been in cireulation, that other branch.
es uf the public torvice have suffered (rom the destination given to the
ineonsiderable irce above stated, which, small as it lias Leen, has in
every instance been divected, both in its outward and iomeward voy-
age. to cruise in the West Iutha Seas.

Before they quit this part of their inquiry. your committee feel it
their duty to state. that the loss of several of the prizes made in this
service. is imputable to the size of the ships engaged init. The eili-
cacy of this force as well as the health and discipline of the officers
and crews. conspire to recommend the employment of no smaller vee-



[Rep. No. 101.] 7

sel than a Corvette or a Slaop of Wap. to which it would be expedient
to allow the largest possible complement of men 5 and, if possible, she
should be accompanied by a tender. or vessel drawing less water,
T'he vessels engaged in this service should be frequently relieved,
but the coast should at no time be lett without a vessel to watch and
protect its shores.

Your committee find it impossible to measure with precision the
effect produced upon the American branch of the slave Trade. by the
laws abuve mentioned. and the seizures under them.  They are una-
ble to state, whether those Amevican merchants. the Amevican capital
and seamen, which heretofore aided in this traflic, bave abandoned it
altogether, or have sought shelter under the flags of other nations,
It i4 ascertained, however, that the American flag, which heretofore
covered so farge a portioun of the Slave T'rade. has wholly disappeared
from the coasts of Africa. 'The trade, notwithstanding. increases an-
nually, under the flags of other nations. ¥rance has incurred the
reproach of being the greatest adventurer in this traflic, prohibited by
her laws; but it is to be presumed, that this results not so much from
the avidity of her subjects for this iniquitous gain, as from the safety
which in the absence of all hazard of capture, her flag atfords to the
greedy and unprincipled adventurers of all nations. It is neither
candid or just to impute to a gallant and high-minded people, the ex.
clusive commission of crimes, which the abandoned of all naiions are
alike capable of perpetrating, with the additional wrong to France
herself, of using her flag to cover and protect them.  If the vigor of
the American navy has saved its banner from like reproach, it has
done much to preserve unsullied its high reputatiun, and amply rep.id
the expense charged upon the public revenue by a system of laws to
which it has given such honorable effect.

But the conclusion to which your committee has arrived, after con.
sulting all the evidence within their reach. is, that the African Slave
Trade now prevails to a great extent. and that its total suppression
can never be effccted by the separate and disunited efforts of one or
more States : and as the resolution to which this report refers. re-
quires the suggestion of some remedy for the defects. if any exist. in
the system of laws for the suppression of this trallic, your committee
beg leave to call the attention of the House to the report and accom-
panying documents submitted to the last Cengress, by the Committee
on the Slave L'rade, and to make the same a part of thisreport.  "That
report propoeses. as a remedy for the existing evils of the system. the
concurrence of the United States with one or ail the maritime Powers
of Europe, in a modified and reciprocal right of search, on the Afri-
can coast. with a view to the total suppression of the Slave ‘I'rade,

It is with great delicacy that the committee have approached this
subject, because they are aware that the remedy which they have pre-
sumed to recommend to the consideration of the House, requires the
exercise of the power of another departinent of this Government, and
that objections to the exercise of this pow eryin the mode here proposed.
frave hithertn existed in that department.
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Your committee are confident, however, that these objections apply
rather to a particulur propesition for the exchange of the right of
search, than to that modificatien of it which presents itself to your
committee. ‘F'hey contemplate the trial and condemnation of such
American citizens as may be found engaged in this forbidden trade,
not by mixed tribunals sitting in a foreign country. but by existing
courts, of competent jurisdiction, in the United Statess they propose
the same disposition of the captured Africans now authorized by law :
and feast of all, their detention in America.

Tiiey contemplate an exchange of this right, which shall be in all
respects reciprocal 3 an exchange. which, deriving its sole authority
from treaty, would cxclude the pretension, which no nation, however,
has presumed to set up, tnat this right can be derived from the law
of natiuns; and further.they have limited it, in their conception of its
application, not only to certain latitudes, and to a certain distance
from the coast of Africa, but to a small number of vessels to be em-
. pioyed by cach Power, and to be previously designated. "The visit
and search thus restricted, it is believed would ensure the co-operation
of one great maritime Power in the proposed exchange. and guard it
from the danger of abuse,

Your committee cannot doubt that the people of America have the
intelligence to distinguish between the right ot searching a neutral on
the high scas. in time of war, claimed by some belligerents, and that
mutnal, vestricted, and peaceful concession by treaty. suggested by
your Committee,and which is demanded in the name of suffering hu-
manity.

In closing this report, they recommend to the House the adoption
of the following resolution, viz:

Resolved, "Uhat the President of the United States be requested to
enter into such arrangements as he may deem suitable and proper with
onc or more of tiie maritime Powers of Europe, for the effectual abo-
lition of the Slave L'rade.

The following resolulion accompanied the report of a commitice of the
Jiouse of Representalives of the Uniled States, February 9, 1821 :

¢ Resolved by the Senale and House of Kepresentatives of the Tnited
States of vmerica in Congress assembled, 'Uhat the President of the
Uaited States be requested to enter into such arrangements as he
may decin suitable and proper, with one or more of the maritime
Powers of Europe, for the effectual abolition of the slave trade.”
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No. 9.

Message to the Senaic and House of Representalives of the Uniled
Stales. -

Some doubt being entertained respecting the true intent and mean-
ing of the act of the last session, entitled + An act in addition to the
acts prohibiting the slave trade,” as to the duties of the agents, to be
appointed on the coast of Africa. L think it proper to state the in-
terpretation which has been given of the act, aud the measures
adopted to carry it into effect. that Congress may. should it be
deemed advisable, amend the same, before turther proceeding is had
under it.

- The obligation to instruct the commanders of all our armed ves-

sels to seize and bring into port all ships or vessels of the United
States, wheresoever found, having on board any negro, mulatto, or
person of colour, in violation of formner acts for the suppression of the
slave trade, being imperative. wasexecuted without delay.  No seiz-
ures have yet been -made. but. as they were contemplated by the law,
and might be'presumed, it secmed proper to make the necessary regu-
lations applicable to such seizures for carrying the several provi.
sions of the act into effect.

Et is enjoined on the Executive to cause all negroes. mulattoes,
or persons of color, whoe may be taken under the act, to be removed
to Africa, It is the obvious import of the law. that none of the pere
sons thus taken should remain within the United States; and no
place other than the coast of Afvica being designated. their remov-
al, or delivery, whether carvied from the United States or land.
ed immediately from the vessels in which they were taken. was
supposed to be confined to that coast. No settlement or station be-
ing specified, the whole coast was thought to be left open for the se-
lection of a proper place, at which the persony, thus taken, should be
delivered.  The Executive is authorized to appoint one or more
agents, residing there, to receive such persons; and one hundred
thousand dollars are appropriated for the general purposes of the
law.

UOn due consideration of the several sections of the act. and of its
humane policy. it was supposed to be the intention of Congresy, that
ail the persons above described. who might be taken under it, and
Janded in Africa. should be aided in their return to their former
homes. or in their establishinent at, or rear the place where landed.
Some shelter or food would be necessary for them there, as soon as
landed, let their subsequent disposition be what it might. Should
they be landed without such provision having been previously made,
they might perish. It was supposed. by the authority given to the
Executive. to appoint agents residing on that coast. that they should
provide such shelter and food, and perform the other beneficent and
charitable offices contemplated by the act.  The coast of Africa
having been little explorad. and no persons residing there, who pos-
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sessed the requisite qualifications to entitle them to the {rust, being
known to the izxecutive, to none such could it be committed. It was
believed that citizens only. who would go hence, well instructed in
the views of their Government, and zecalous to give them effect,
would be competent to these duties, and that it was not the intention of
the law to preclude their appointment. It was obvious that the iong-
erthese persons should be detained in the United States in the hands
of the Murshals. the greater would be the expense, and that for the same
term would the main purpose of the law be suspended. It seemed,
therefore, tobe incumbent on me to make the neceszary arrangements,
for carrying this act into effect in Africa, in time to meet the de-
livery of any persons who might be taken by the public vessels, and
landed there under it.

On this view of the policy and sanctions of the law. it hag been
decided to send a public ship to the coast of Africa, with two such
agents. who will take with them tools. and other implements, neces-
sary for the purposcs above mentioned. To each of these agents a
small salary has been allowed 5 fifteen hundred dollars to the princi-
pal. and twelve hundred to the other.  All our public agents on the
coast of Africa receive salaries for their services, aud it was under-
stuod that none of vur citizens possessing the necessary qualifica-
tions, would accept these trusts, by which they would be confined to
parts the least frequented and civilized, without a reasonable com-
pensation. Such allowance, therefore. seemed to be indispensable
to the execution of the act. It is intended, also, tu subject a por.
tion of the sum appropriated, to the order of the principal agent, for
the special objects above stated. amounting, in the whole, includ.
ing the salarics of the agents for one year. to rather less than one
third of the appropriation.  Special instructions will be ‘given to
these agents, defining. in precise terms, their duties. in regard to the
persons thus delivered to them 3 the disbursement of the mnoney by
the principal agent ; and his accountability for the same. They will
alsohave power to select the most suitable place. on the coastof Africa,
at which all persons who may be taken under this act, shall be deliv-
ered to them. with an express injunction to excrcise no power tound-
ed on the principle of colomzation, or other power than that of
performing the benevolent oflices abeve recited, by the permission
and sanction of the cxisting Government under which they may es-
tablish themselved, Orders will be given to the commander of the
public ship in which they will sail, to cruise along the coast, to give
the more complete effcct to the principal object of the act.

JAMES MONROE,

Wasniscros, December 17, 1819,
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Eaxtract from the Second Aunual Report of the Colonization Society.

¢« 'The memorial presented to the House of Representatives, in be-
hall of the American Colonization Society. at the 2d session of the
14th Congress. gave risc to a favorable veport from the Select Com-
mittee to which it was referred. Having been submitted to the House
at an advanced period of that session, which terminated. of neces-
sity. on the fourth of March, the report remained unacted on, amidst
the mass of unfinished business. Upon its renewal. at the last ses-
gsion of the present Congress. the memorial was retained, by the com-
mittee to which it was referred, in expectation of important intel-
ligence from the missionaries of the Society, then on the African
enast. The committee, however, concurred in a favorable report,
which was presented to the House of Representatives towards the
close of the session. In consequence of the adoption of 3 rule which

‘gives to the unfinished business of that session a priority to any
arising after the first week of the present, a decision upon the re ort
may be confidently expected in the course of this month.

One of the grounds assuined by the sclect committee, in support of
the object of the memorial. is derived from its tendency to facilitate
the execution of the laws of the Umted States prohibiting the import-
ation of slaves, in a manner consistent with the spirit of the laws
themselves, the long established policy of the Southern States, and
the genius of the Federal Constitution. It is well recollected, that,
as soon as Congress acquired the constitutional power of prohibiting
the importation of slaves, which was on the first of January. 1808,
they followed the example of the several States, in imposing heavy
penalties upon the authors of this inhuman trafficc.  The first sec-
tion of the act of the 2d March, 1807.deciares that, << after the above
period, it should not be lawful to import into the United States, or
the territories thereof. from any forcign country, any negro. muiatto,
or person of colour. with intent to hold. sell, or disj..se of such pers
son as a slave, or to be held to service or labor.” The act subjects
not only the American vessel, employed in violating the law. to con-
demnalion, but ¢ every person engaged in building. fitting out, equip-
ping, loading. or otherwise preparing or sending out such vessel,
knowing or intending it to be so employed. to the forfeiture of twenty
thousand dollars.,” A subsequent section makes it ‘“qa high misde-
meanor for any person to transport, from any foreign country. and
sell, any person of colour, within the jurisdiction of the United
States.” Upon conviction, it subjects the offender to ¢¢an imprison-
ment of not less than jive nor more than fen years, and to a fine not
less than one nor exceeding ten thousand dollars.”” The purchaser ov
selfer of any such person, so imported, who shall knewingly purchase
or sell the same, is subjected to a forfeiture of eight hundred doilars
for every person of colour ¢ so purchased or sold.” Lo this section
the folJowing extraordinary proviso is annexed : * that the aforesaid
forfeiture shall not extend to any seller or purchaser of any negro,
mulatto, or person of colour. who may he sold or disposed of in vir

11
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tue of any regulation vwhich may be hereafter made by any of the Le-
gislatures of the several States, in that rvespeet, in pursuunce of this
act and the Constitution of the Uniled Slates.” ‘

The authority of the State Legislatures, to which the proviso re-
fers, is canveyed to them by a clause of the section of this act next
preceding the last. It declaves, that ¢ neither the importer, nor
any person or persons claiming from, or under hiwm, shall hold any
right or title whatsoever to any negro. mulatto, or person of colour,
nor to the service or labor theveot, who may be imported or brought
within the United States or territovies thereof. in violation of the law,
but the same shall remain subject to any regulutions, not contravening
the provisions of this act, which the Legislutures of the several Slates,
or Terrilories. al any time heveafter, may maeke, for disposing of any
such negro, mulatto, or person of colour.”

A vecent act of the Legislatare of Georgia, will shew what con-
struction hag been given to this authority. ‘

‘I'he vecond section of the act empowers the Governor fo sell, for
the benefit of the State, any neeroes, mulattoes, or persons of co-
Your, drought inloit inviolation of the laws of the United Statess and
sales to a considerable amount, have, accordingly been made, and
their proceeds paid into the State Treasury !

The Managers would be uninst. however, as well as ungrateful,
if they passed unnoticed the last section of this act. which provides,
¢ that if, previsus to any sale of any such persons of colour, the Soci-
ety for colonizing free persons of colour within the United States,
will undertake to transport them to Africa, or any other foreign
place which ihey may procure as a coluny for free pevrsons of colour,
at the sule expense of the society. and shall likewise pay to bis Ex-
cellency the Governor all expenses incurred by the State since they
have heen captured and condemned ; he is authorized and requested
to aid in promoting the benevolent views of the Society in such man-
ner as he may deem expedient.

The Managers heard, with deep regret, of the execution of the
second section of this act. in the course of the past year, witheut
having it in their power to avail themselves of the recognition of the
extstence aud object of the American Society in the sequel of the act,
and afford relief to the'unfortunate beings whom violence and fraud
had torn from the bosom of their native country. and a defect of the
Iaws of the Laited States has cousigned to hereditary slavery in the
bosom ot this. Surely, when the authority granted to the severai States,
by theact of Congress whichhad been recited, is thus exercised, it is
without due regard to the limitations which accompany the conces-
sion. 8o far fram such an exertion of power being ¢ in pursuance of
the act of Congress,” itis in divect contravention, not only of its pos-
itive and express provisions. but of its very spirit and title, Jtis an
act ¢ to prolubit,” not to -adniit s the importation of slaves.” To
contend that the consignment of innocent and injured foreigners to
perpetual slavery is, ¢+ in pursuance of the Constitution of the ¢nited
States,” is to cast a repreach on that instrument which it does not
merit,



[Rep. No. 101.] 88

But if the Legislature.of Georgia have overstepped the authority,
with which the act of Congress invested them, in a case to their
Judgment, it is presumed. of apparent necessity. a necessity which
they suught to avoid, it becomes the Government of the United States,
which created the evil, to provide for it an adequate remedy. None
can be found, short of a restitution of those injured peopley to the coun-
try from which they have been iniguitously torn, norcan such restitu-
tion be so effectually accomplished in any other mode, as by their co-
onjzation upon the Western coast of Afvica,in conjunction with the
free people of colour of the United States, who may volunterily seck
the same asylum.  In the distribution of free colonies along the coast
of Africa frequented by the slave ships, and the employment of a
suitable naval force to guard its peace, the Managers belicve that the
most efficient, if' not the only adequate remedy. will be provided for
enforcing the existing laws of the United States against the Alvican
slave trade.

The act of Congress of 1807, to which the Managers have alrea-
dy referred, expressly empowers the President of the United States;
shall he deem it expedient, to instruct and digect the commanders of the
public urmed wvessels, to seize and bring into any port of the United
States, all ships or vessels thereof. whenever contravening the provi.
sions of the act ; and subjects the vessels to condemnation. as prizes
taken from an encmy in open war, and their commanders to exempla-
ry punishment. All that it remains in the power ol Congress to
superadd, is the labor of colonization.

The Managers. sensibly impressed with the ineflicacy of the pre-
sent laws against this abominable traflic, and firmly persuaded that
its entire abolition is essential to the success of the leading objects of
the Society, offer no apology for having dwelt so long upon thig
branch of their report, nor for having enlarged its appendix. by the
admission of several decuments, that manifest the extentto which
this cruel and iniquitous trade is still pursued by citizens of the
United States. ’

If so many of the best interests, not only of these United States,
but of mankind in general, are to be promoted by the colonization of
Africa, may not the hope be confidently induiged, that the wisdom
and patriotism of the General Government will countenawce the
hitherto imperfect efforts of the American Society:”

No. 10.

The subjoined extract from the Third Annual Report of the Colonization
Society expleins the policy of that Institution at the period of ils yor-
mation, and precludes the necessity of @ more enlavged comment upon
its views, by the Conumnittee.

« It ought not te be expected 5 it does not accord with the conrse of
an inscrutable Providence, that a purpose of such enlavged benevo-
lence as that which actaates the American Society. however prudent.
ly pursued, shall be accomplished withont dilliculty and labor.
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The friends of hnmanity. in cvery age, have encouniered opposi-
tion from those, even, whom they most intended to serve. The
gneers of malignity. and thescoffs of insolence and pride, assailed the
immaculate Author of Christianity, at the awful and affecting mo-
ment in which he expiated, by a cruel and ignominious death. the
sins of his enemies. Let not his remote and humble followers expect
to find a path of duty without an obstacle to be surmounted. or a sin-
gle impediment to be removed. Even the temporal rewards of vir.
tue are not attainable without patience and self-denial. Those hopes
which ave elevated to a higher prize. should be fortified against cor-
responding trials. 'T'o despair of ultimate success in a cause. which
patrivtism. benevolence, and piety, recommend, isto distrust the
Justice or the omnipotence of Heaven. :

"I'he Managers are led to these reflections, by some of the ob-
structions which they have met in the past year. They have been
encountered where they were least to have been expected, and have
been maintained with a pertinacity worthy ol a better cause.

That the accomplishment of all that they hope, should be regard-
ed as doubtful, or even impracticable, has excited neither indigna-
tion nor surprise.  Of the Success of any plan for the melioration of
the condition of society. men will think as differently as they will feel,
in relation to its purpuse. And the charge of enthusiasm may be
expected and should be meekly boene, by all who promise to them-
selves. or to the world. any great and substantial good. out of the
ordinary course of huinan experience. But those who intend well,
deserve, at least. to have their motives candidly appreciated ; and they
have. e-pecially. a right to expect that their acis and decluvation s, if
not charitably interpreted, will be truly reported.

Not ouly have authorities, with respect to the climate, health,
soil, and population. of Africa, the seat of the contemplated co-
lony, been cited against the spirit and earncst recommendations of
the very authors, themselves, from whom they have been borrowed ;
but a single sentence from a speach of one of the members of the
American Society, has been quoted, in order to fix the charge of sel-
fishness upon the institution, against the whole tenor of the speech
of the member himself, of the accompanyingaddress of the President,
and report of the Managers, and the direct and obvious tendency of
every act of the Society. :

'i'he Managers assert no claim for themselves, or their constituents,
to superior humanity. They neither ask, nor desire for the vbject
of their institution. or the particular means, which may be devised-
for its attainment, exemption from public criticism. They exult. with
the nation at large, in that spirit of free and rational inquiry,
which constitutes the best security for the liberty and happiness of

.any peopie. En this spirit. they beg leave. beforethey close their re-
port, to notice some of the objectious which have been made to the
colonization of Africa in the mode contemplated by the American
Socety.

It i_g believed thata comprehensive answer to meastif not all of
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them. would be furnished by simply repeating what it is, that the
Society propose to do. :

They propose. then, in the language of the Virginia resolution,
o procure a suitable Territory on the coast of Afvica, for such of
the free people of colour ag may cheose to avail themselves of this asy-
lum ; and for such slaves as their proprietors may please to emanci-
pate ; and they purpose. moreover, to furnish the means of trans-
porting the emigrants to Africa ; or to enlarge the means which they
may, themselves. provide.

They do not. therefore, intend, and they have no! the inclination, if
they possessed the power, to consirain the depaiture of any free man
of colour, from America, or to coerce any proprictor to emancipate his
slaves.

So far is this scheme from being impracticable, that one, resembling
it in all respects. was accomplished by a private society in England,
more than thirty years ago. In despite of every representation to
the contrary, the colony of Sierra Leone, boasts. at this moment, a
greater degreeof prosperity than distinguished any one of the British .
Colonies. now the United States of America, at the same period, after
its first plantation. The population of Sierra Leone ; its commerce
and navigation; its churches, schools, and charitable institutions;
its towns and hamlets ; its edifices, public and private: surpass those
of any one of these States. at any time. within twenty-five years, from
ite first settlement. In a few months, most certainly within the
present year, the practicability of founding a similar colony, with
much better and more abundant materials, will be tested by actual
experiment. The ree persons of colour of New York. Philadelphia,
Baltimore. Richmond. DPetersburg. and Charleston, who are pre-
paring to remove to Africa. will yield. in moral character, to no
population of the same complexion. which they may leave behind.
Had the Soeiery _competent funds, there are similar materials already
offered to theo I\ﬁ{aagers for a much larger colony,

En this early ciifessof the object of the Society. there is an unan-
swerable reply 1o the argument {ounded on the supposed unwillingness
of the free peuple of cnlour to quit Lmerica.

Some of the authors of this objection have first persuaded them not
2o emigrate, and-then pronounced that they will not. Their predic-
tion and their argument have both failed.  And how could it be other-
wise! [Joes not America. every day, present the spectacle of
Europeans. whe have forever abandoned the natal seil of themselves,
and their progenitors !  Such are their numbers, that humanity has
interposed to prevent their crowding, to fatal excess, the ships which
transport them. And can it be believed that the descendants of Af-
rica will not return to the home of their fathers, when it shall have
been prepared for their reception, and they are assured of its enjoy.
ment in peace, freedom, and happiness ! Do not the most intelli.
gent of their {riends recommend to them colonization, some where,
as essential to their moral and intellectual improvement ; and, if any
where; what eountry so ¢ as Africa’ Is there, on the habitable
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globe, a soil more fertile, productions either richer, or more varied,
a climate better adapted to the constitution of the black mun, than
that which God hath given him? The fierce sun wlich scorches
the complexion and withers the strength of the white man, preserves
to the children of Africa the inheritance of their fathers. That such
is the current of their own opinions when their natural feelings have
not been warped by misrepresentations of the climate, soil, and popu-
lation of that devuted country, let the following facts attest :

Of the whole number of free blacks in Nova Scotia, amounting to
very rear twelve hundred, to whom the humaue Clarkson addressed
himself in 1792, but four or five individuals refused to embark with
him for Sierra Leone. Almost all those in London yiclded, about the
same period, to this natural bias. .

Itis buta few years since Capt. Paunl Cuffe carried thirty-eight
from Boston to Sierra Leone, chiefly at his own expense; and in a
letter, written after this voyage, he declares, thathe could have ob-
tained the congent of the greater partof the free people of colour in that
<ity and its vicinity, to remove to Africa.  And let it not be forgot-
ten that, of those whom he actually cariied, there was not one dispos-
ed to return with him to America. Nor should it cease to be remem-
bered, that this generous and enlightened African, in the last moe
ments, as through the last years of bis useful and meritorvious life, re-
commended colonization in Africa to his degraded countrymen. here.
T'o this authority. should be added many others. but especially,
that of Kizell, the guide and fricnd of the missionaries Mills and
Burgess, who, like Capt. Cuffe. knew America, as well as, and Afri-
ca much better, than any of the opponents of the plan of coloniza-
tion.

Seme of the free blacks in America who have been consulted on this
subject, have, it is true, not consented to the choice of country, made
for them, by the Society ; but, ir the various citics on the coast, they
have agitated for many years some scheme of emigration. A few
have removed to St. Domingo ; and such was the desire of a number
of those in the town of Providence in Rhode Island, some years since,
to change their abode, that they subscribed a sum of money and de-
puted one of their own body to visit the coast of Africa, in search
of a Territory suited to their purpose. Their wishes ‘were defeated
the dishouesty of their agent.

“he free people of colour on the banks of the Wabash, who have
already encountered the hardships of settling and clearing a wilder-
ness, have repeatedly expressed a similar desire.

And if this disposition to exchange America for Africa, exists in
those States, wherein therc are very few, if any slaves, what should
it be, where emancipation is often a curse rather than a blessing ?
Where the more reflecting among the people of colour, themselves,
and the white inhabitants iu their neighborhood, however afilicted
by the ‘spectacle of hereditary slavery, acknowledge that they ave
every day, tore and move convinced that it is impossibie to advance
the happiness of the slave. by emancipation?  How unhappy is that
. condition, which, midway between servitude and freedom, kuows
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neither the restraints of vice, nor the incentives of virtue! And can
those who regard themsclves as the peculiar friends of the free peo-
ple of colour in America, wish them to remain in this degraded, this
abject state? No! even they begin to look out for a country, in
which this unfortunate race may rise in the scale of existence tu the
level of the white man, and they think that they have found it in the
late French Cclany of 8t. Dominge, -

Yery far, indeed, are the Managers of this Society from disguading
any of the free people of colour to accept the asylum genevousiy of-
fered to them by the Emperor of Hayti. But, independent of any
refercnce whatever to the future conversion and civilization of Afri-
ca, is not the impediment of a foreign language, which the colonists
must acquire before they can understand their new laws ; of a religion
to which they are strangers : of & government which savours, at least,
of military despotism, sufficient to turn the scale in favor of Africa,
to which the cofonisty would, ip time, impart their own manners,
religion. laws, and language?  However disposed to cherish good
will and respect for all other natiens, an Awmerican, whether bond
or free, would probably peefer an American to a French foundation,-
for his civil and political institutions.

The general sentiment, then, of the free people of colour ia the
DUnited States, will probably sctile down in favor of Afvica. as the
seat of their contempluted colony. ‘The American Society have made
this choice for them, after much inquiry ard reflection jand itis not pro-
bable that any objection will heveatter be made to this selection. if the
colonysabout to be planted, shatlthirive in its it fancy. On thissubject, -
however, expectations toosanguine should not be indulged 5 nor tem-
porary delays and disappointments praduce Gespair. F'he beginninge
of all nations, rot lost in fable, have heenjinconsiderable, and their first
progress tardy avd laborious. Thesuccess of that which the American
Soriety hepe to found, wili be secare ! fram misfortune and aceident,
as far is human precaution can provide. ks prosperity will rest, at
last, on’ that overruling Providence which guides the destiny of
man. ,

It lias been urged, and this ohjection scems to comprise the very
pith and marrvow of all the arguments against the colonization of Af-
rica. on the priuciples of the Amevican Society, that the colony will
not he able to receive and subsist, nor the Saciety to transpert thither,
all the free pecple of colour of the United States.

T'he authors of this ohjection have not denied that a flourishing co-
lony may be established on the African coast; and some of them
have asserted that the present popuiation of the United States have
sprung from a comparatively very smudl number of emigraits.
And if an empire, resembling in extent and prosperity. these United
States. can be founded on the Western coast of Alfrica, with means
so incensiderable. and, therefore, so atttainsble, who would have the
inhumanity to refuse Lis co-operation in & work so glovious!

It must be perceived. therefore, that this objection applies to the
rarnest hopes, vather than to the express purpose of the American
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Socicty. But, as it is believed, that the objection, itself, is susceptible
of complete refutation, itis proper to cxamine the basis on which it
rests. :

It will be readily conceded that no colony, nor any number of
colonies can afford to receive, in any one year, a greater number of
emigrants, than the annual surplus product of their suil, aided by
importation, will sustain; and, consequently, that, unless a number
of free people of colour, exceeding in amount, theannual increase of that
description of persons in America, can be annually provided for
in Africa.the whole of that population cannot be there accommodated.

The same principle and deduction apply with the same force to any
plan of colonizing ail the peaple of colour, bond and free.  Their ap-
plication shall be considered in both respects. For, although, it is be-
lieved, and is. indeed. too obvious to require proof, that the colonization
of the free people of colour alone would not only tend to civilize Africa;
toabolish theslave trade ; and greatlyto advance their own happiness ;
but to promote that also, of the other classes of society, the proprietors
and their slaves. yet the hope of the gradual and utter abolition of
slavery, in a manner consistent with the rights, interests, and hap-
piness of. society, ought never to be abandoned.

The calculations upon this subject have proceeded on an estimate
of the annual increase of the free people of colour of the United States,
at five thousand souls; and ... we slaves at little more than thirty-
five thousand ; making a total of forty thousand. -

Now, so far as this estimate relates to the free people of colour. it
 must afford an ample refutation of the conclusion deduced from it. {o

refer to the fact, that there has been scarcely a State admitted into
the American CUnion, the population of which has not been annually
augmented for several years prior to its admission, and has not subse-
quently continued to be augmented, annually, by a greater emigra-
tion than of five thousand persons.

The State of Ohio, which boasts, at present, a militia more numer-
ous than that of the ancient and populous- State of Massachusetts ;
and probably contains, therefore, a population little, if at all, short
of six hundred thousand souls, comprehended, in the year 1790,
along with the whole North and Southwestern ‘Territories of the
Unrited States, less than 57,000 : ten years afterwards, when its cen-
sus was blended with that of Michigan and Iilinois, little more than
45,000 ; and by the enumeration of 1810, 250,760. Allowing the .
Territories of Hlinois and Michigan, which contained in 1810,
17,000, to have doubled their'population, in the ten years next preced-
ing, Ohio possessed in 1800, 56,500 souls ; and supposing that num-
ber to have been doubled, by their natural increase alone. in the last
twenty years, and the population of that State to be now 600,000, as
computed above ; she has then been indebted, in twenty years, to
emigration and its natural increase, for 527,000 of her present num-
bers ; so that the annual augmentation of the population of Ghio for
that peviod, exclusive of the natural increase of her eriginal stock in
1800, has not fallen short of twenty-six thousand ; all of whom have
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been sustained by the avnual surplus produce of the labor of that
State, assisted but little, if at all, by importation from tle neigh-
boring States and Territories, and reduced considerably, of late
years. by exportation. ¥ ,

"Two such colonies, therefore, planted on a soil and beneath a cli-
mate resembling that of Qhio, would provide not enly for the natural
sugmentation of their first siock, after it had reaclied twenty-three
thousand sonls, but for an annual addition of 53,0060 to their number;
thus exceeding in the aggregate more than twelve thousand persons,
gne total annual increase of the coloured population of the United

tates.

Buton the soil and under the sun of Africa, which bring to ma.
turity two crops of corn ov rice in the same year, where no Winter
devours the autumnal harvest, but genial warmth and perpetual ver-
dure gladden the whole year, the same labor would yield 2 double
product, and more than a triple surplus.

Itis, too, for the first year only, that this surplus would be required
by the new mouths. The new hands would, in every succeeding sea-
son, not only provide for themselves, but swell the annual surplus
destined for other colonists; or for exportation.

And if, for the first year, there were no surpius, the mere foed for
five, or for forty thousand people would be—what? Less than the sue-
‘plus produce of a neighbouring county of Maryland or Virginia.

Bread, it is true, although™ suflicient for human sustenance, does
not comprise, in itself, a supply of all human wants. For the rest,
however, for clothes and shelter, no comparison can be made between
their necessary cost in a climate in which the thermometer ever ran-
ges within twenty-five degrees below the greatest Summer heat of
America, and one wherein for many monthsof the year, it ravely
rises so high above the freezing point, and for half that period it is
generally sunk below it.

Tropical Africa is known, at present, chiefly from its Western
coast, depopulated and wasted by the siave-trade. 'The imperfect
accounts of its interior, promise to the civilization which shall here-
after explore it, a milder climate and increased fertility.

It remains to be determined whether the Colonization Society can
provide for such a number, or they can provide for themselves, the
means of .ransportation. _

And here, w5 on that branch of this inquiry which has been just
disposed of, it should ever be borne in mind. as an antidote to every
effort to impair the hopes of the philanthropist, that, short of com-
plete success, there is much substantial good to be attained.

He cannot stand acquitted at the bar of his own conscience, who

lcads, as an excuse for total inaction, that he could have accom-
plished but a part of what he desired.

* 1t is certain, also, that for the last three years, Ohio baw furnjshed nrany emigrards.
%o Indiana, Minois, Michigan, and Missouyi.
12 '
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If the seeds of civilization shall be strewed along the coast of Afvi-
ca, and protected from the blighting influence of the slave trade ; if
the chief impediment to gradual emancipation in America shall be
removed ; if where slavery may continue to exist, the fidelity of the
slave and the affection of the master shall be both augmented ; if the
free people of coloar shall be permitted'to enter on the career of mor-
al and intellectual improvement in the land of theiv fathers under the
gnarantee of political independence ; ifall, or any considerable part
of these blessings can be attained, by opening the door of Africa to
ths return of her liberated children, it will be no reproach to the Ceo-
lonization Society that they have not civilized an entire continent,
or disenthralled a nation,

It is, indeed, most probable, that the American Society, unassisted
hy the resnurces of the individual Siates, or of the Union, may be
incapable of rendering such aid to the emigration of the people of
colour, as would provide for colonizing their annual increase. But
that the resources of the United States would prove incompetent to
that purpose. is utterly denied, and can be most easily disproved.
For what would be the expense of transporting 5,000 persons, the
supposed annual increase of the free peaple of colour alone; or, 40,000,
the cstimated increase of both BoNp and ¥REE ! Cumnputing the
yresent pepulation of the United States at ten millions, and allowing
fifty dollars for the transportation of each colonist, there would be
required for the latter, a poll tax of but two and a half cents, and
for both, one of twenty-five cents on all the people of these States.

T'he amount of duties collected on foreign distilled spirits, during
each of the first six years of Mr, Jefferson’s Administration, would
defray the sum total of this expense, and furnish half a million of dol-
lars. annually, to extinguish the principal, the entire stock of tho
heaviest calamity that oppresses this nation. A renewal of the in-
ternal taxes of 1815, would not only provide the means of exporting
the annual increase of the whole colored population of the U. States,
but leave an equal sum to purchase that part of this number, to the
expox;!tation of which, the consent of the proprietor could not. be ob-
tained.

And were the same dutics charged in the United States, asin
Great Britain, on the consumption of this fatal poison of human hap-
piness, their nett proceeds would, in less than a century, purchase and
colonize in Africa, every person of colour within the United States.

"This period is, indced, remote; but eternity admits not of dis-
tribution into time. In the existence of nations a century is but a day.

The preceding calculations are founded on the improbable sup-
position, thatno colonist would contribute anything whatever, to de-
fray the expense of his own removal. Let those who indulge the most
unfavorable anticipations of the expense of colonizing. in Africa,
the free peopleof colour of the United States, behold the condition
and number of those emigrants who are daily pourcd upon the Am-
erican continent from every part of Europe; whom poverty and
wretehedness drive fromn the home of their fathers; and whom no
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friendly counsel cheers, no friendly hand assists at their port of em-
barkation, in their uncomfortable voyage acrossthe Atlantic, or theiv
toilsome journcy to a remote setilement in a strange land. ¥Who
heard before they embarked. every possible misvepresentation of the
country which they‘souglht to reach ; and encountered, in the Govers-
ment which they were about to leave, every discouragement, which
oppression can oppose to the love of freedom and the desire of hap-
piness. And yet, whose lot in Europe was preferable to that of the
slave in America; and, in many respects, to that of the contemnced,
and therefove debased free negro.  Count the numbier of those emi-
grants who entered the ports of North America in the past year
only. Upwards of twelve thousand ave said to have landed at the
single port of Quebec ; and the total number who have reached Ca-
nada. Nova Scotia, and the United States. cannot fall far stiort, if at
alloof forty thousand, Many of them, in order to pay their passage,
entered into obligations of service to be performed after their aveival
in America; and thus sold their freedom for a few years, in ovder
to perpetuate it to themselves and to their posterity.

'T'hey have come. it is true, in commercial ships, and some of them
have paid less for their passage, than the cost, at which it iy ascer-
tained that any number of free people of colour can be carried to Afri-
ca, in ships fitted for passage only.* But will not the time amive
when Afiica will have her commerce too?  Has not the single port
of Sierra Leone exported, in one year, since the abolition of the slave
trade by England, a greater value than all Western Africa. a coast
of several thousand miles, yielded, exclusive of its people. for alike
period anterior to that event? When this abominable trafiic shall
have been utterly exterminated ;5 when the African labourer can toil
secure from the treachery of his neighbor, and the violence of the
man-stealer; that continent will freight. for legitimate trade, those
ships which now carry thithcr chains, (etters, and scourges, to re-
turn home with the bones, the sinews. the blood, aud the tears. of her
children. Her gold, her ivory, her beautiful dyes. her fragrant and
precious gums, her healing plants and diugs, the varied produce
of her now forsaken ficlds and lonely forests, will be brought, by a
Joyous and grateful people. to the nations who, once their plunderers
aﬁd persecutors, will at length become their protectors. friends, and
allies.

New forms of government, modelled after those which constitute
the pride and boast of Awmerica; will attest the extentof their abliga-
tions to their former masters; and myriads of freemen, while they
course the margin of the Gambia, the Scnegal, the Congo, and the
Niger, will sing, in the Janguage which records the Constitution. Inws,
and history of America, hymns of praise {o the common Parent of
man.

A revolution so beneficent, so extended, and se glorious, requires,

* Two or three guineashave been frequently accepted for a passage from Great Dri-
73in to America, where the emigrant hus found his ewn stutes.
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to effect it, the concert and the resources of a nation. T'he people of
America have the power to secure its success against the uncertainty
of accident. They are summoned to the performance of this duty by
the most urgent incentives of interest, the mostawful appeals of jus-
tice, and the tenderest claims of humanity. Its final accomplish-
ment will be a triumph over superstition, ignorance, and vice, worthy
of a people destined, it may be fondly hoped, to surpass all other na-
tions in the arts of civilized life,

The Colonization Saciety is about to lay the corner stonc of this
edifice.  Whether it shall vise to strength and grandeur, it is for the
Guovernment and People of America, under the overruling Providence
of Heaveu, to decide.”

Exlracts from the Nineleentl, Report of the Dircctors of the Brilish
dfrican Institution, published-in 1825,

¢ Sierra Leone may be considered with reference both to its internal
condition, and to its cifects upon the neighbouring natives.

¢ Its internal prosperity willof course depend on its healihiness;on
the progress made in the settlement of the liberated negroes, and in
inducing them to adopt the restraints and habits of civilization ; on
the state of scliools and religion; and on the successful prosecution
of agriculture and commerce.

* ‘Uhe murtality of 1823 at Sierra Feone, though of a most distress-
irig nature. has been wuch exaggerated. 'I'he fever which prevail-
ed did not attack a black or coloured person ; but out of a white po-
pulation of 110, the deaths were 25. ‘The accounts, during the last
year, represent the colony as being very healthy. Serious injury,
however, ariaes to its interests from the occasional prevalence of se-
vere sickness ; and in no respect more, than by the temporary inter-
ruption to which the advancement of education and religious instruc-
tion has been exposed in consequence of the death of their principal
instructors, among whom the mortality was unusually great. "The
cffect of these unexpected losses was, that, fur a considerable peviod,
both properly qualified schoolmasters and also chaplains had been
waunting.  But the Church Missionary Society, which has now taken
off the hands of Government the burden of supplying to the colony
the wmeavns of religious instruction, has been making great efforts
to supply the requisite number of teachers; and their zeal, and that
of thelr stissionacies, has only been rendered more remarkable and
praisevorthy, by the diflicalties with which they had to contend.

«’Uhe regular attendance on public worship consists of nearly the
whole population of the colony, and the schools are aticaded by tise
whale of the young. and even by not a few of the adults; many of
whoenl, however, think themselves too old to learn, or object, after
tive labor of the day, to spending an hour or two in school. The
Missionavies who are engaged in the work of instruction occasional-
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ly, iament the slow progress by which the human character, when
once degraded, can be raised up to take its proper place in society.
Yet thirs rate is usually so very gradual, even under the most favora-
ble circumsiances, that it is important, with & view to prevent un-
reasonable expectations and cousequent disappointment, that the fact
should be thoroughly understood and acknowledged. 'The means,
however, are in active operation, which alone are proper and com.
petent for promoting the great work of civilization.

¢ Sierra Leone contains about 18,000 inhabitants ; of whom, about
12,000 consists entirely of liberated Africans, who tor the most part
occupy the parishes in the mountains: and nothing can be mcve
gratifying than to know, that the almost impenetrable woods which
were the haunts but lately of wild beasts, have been replaced by vil-
lages with comfortable habitations, and surrounded by tracts of
ground under cultivation, and containing school-houses for both sexes.
In oune of these, it is reported that, out of 105 children, 64 can read the
Scriptures ; in others. that out of 1079 scholars. there are 710 per-
sons who can read, and so on in different preportions. T'he churches
erected among them, are said to have crowded congregations; one
in Regent Town usually assembling a congregation of from 1200 to
2,000 souls.”

¢ The Missionaries have already more than they can adequately
perform in their proper department. They have the superintendence
of those schuols, where the liberated slaves, coming from different
countries and speaking different languages, may, upon their release,
make the first beginning towards becoming really members of the
same community, by acquiring a knowledge of English as a common
tongue, The Church Missionary Society has undertaken the further
task of seeking to fix the African language, and prepare elementary
books, (which has already been done forthe Susoos and the Bulloms)
with the view of training native teachers, as the most efficient instru-
ments for extending the Christian religion among the native tribes.

¢+ In the Sherbro country, two private individuals, educated na-
tives. have collected boys from various places on that part of the
coast. and ave giving them the rudiments of English education.”

¢ The timber trade, in which the natives in the river Sierra Le.
one have engaged (with an alacrity and perseverance which shew that
their indastry only wants an object and adequate security in order
to develop itself,) in 1823, furnished 15,000 loads for the British
market, and in the last year, a considerably larger supply. "The
freight alone on the shipments of last year, would probably amountto
#£100,000. -'The invoice value of the cargoesimported into the colo-
ny in 1825, was £121.442 18s. 11d.; the duty paid on them was
#£8,485, 3s. 11d. ‘The exports consisted of ship-building timber,
camwood, palm oil, elephant’s teeth, gold dust. gum copal, bees wax,
rice. and Malaguetta pepper. The gum trade has been increasing
on the Gambia; and the value of the different articles independent of
gum, as hides, bees® wax. gold, ivory, and "timber, ¢xported from
the Cambia during the year, is stated at £125,060.”
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List of Vessels engaged in the Slave Trade. (or strongly suspected to be
s0.) as published inthe Numeleenth Report of the Lireclors of the British
African dnstitution, in 1825,

N.B. Those marked (s) have been seized and sent in for adjudication, some of which
Those marked {z) have been visited, and found to have
Slaves actually on hoard, or to be fitted up for their reception.

have been condemned.

Name and description nf vessel.

s Aviso, brig . -
o Alerty, brig - -

Anfitrite, schr. - -

Attrevida, schr. -

Almable Claudine, schr.
& Arola, schree - -
e Afra, snack - -
» Auguste, brig - -

Aleile - - .
s Avidor, - -
» Amijzade dos Santos -
» Amelin - - -
# Absvmo - -
2 Amazonin - -
» Andorinha, smack, .

« Adolphe, sclir, -

Aimable Henrictte, brig

Ainable Socorro, schir.

Agile, brig - -
7 Adamastor . .
¢ Bella Bliza, schr. .

Bella Doleres, sch.r. -
s Bom Caminbo, hrig -
s Ronn Fin, schr. -
2 Ielizario, ship
» llom Successo, smack -
2 Bella Astren, schr.

v Boa Hora - -
+ Rella Umiliana - -
o Boa Uniao - -
e lom Jesus - -
o Bell Americano -
Biscaynag, schr. - -
Barbarita, schr. « -
o Creole - - -
= Conquestador, brig -
Chatica, schr. - -
Clary, schr. - -

s« tonehity, bark -
sCreola - - -
» Commerciante

» Conceleno, schr.

s Courrcur

s Conde de Villa Flor

5 Cerqueira, brig -
¢ Curidade, schr. -
r Carmillus, ship -

» Caipira de Macuaio,
smuck - .

e~

Nution.

Portuguese
Spanish

da

do
Netherlands
Portuguese
Brazils
Yrench

do
Buahia
Rio Janeiro

do

do

do
Brazil
French

do
Spanish
T'rench
Rio Janeiro
Brazil
Spanish
Portuguese

do

Brazil

Rio Janciro
do
do
do
do

Spanish
do

Brazil

Spanish
do
do
do

Brazil

Pourtuguese
do
Dutch

Brazil

!z Henriqueta

Name and deseription of vessel.  Nation,

v Conde dog Arcos - Rio Jancira

» Caceudor - - do

v Cometa - - do

t Conceigan de Passos  « do
(,;1}::‘0 d-c Ba l-...hl-l, ? Spanish
Clarita, schr, - . do
Constante, brig . do
Chirigota, schr. . do

s Diana, brgantine - Portuguese
Descamisda schr. - Spanish

9 De Janciro - - Rio Janeirn

6 De Fevereiro - do

v+ D’Abril - do

v Desuniae — - do

» Donna Ann - - do

v Desengano . - do

¢ Diligence, inig - French
Dorotea, schr, -~ Spanish

s El Vincedor, brig - Spanish

s }'}l Romana, brig - Havana

s Espanola or Muaria | s

I)Iz-cam':s'ldu. schr. § Spanish

SEl Alerto, brig - - Havana

v Fstrelia, schr. .

# Eisperanza, brig - Portuguese
Especuladora, schr. - Spanish
Escupcfuego, brig - do
Esperanza, schr. - do

g Flower of the Sea, schy.

Feliciany, schr. - . Spanish

s Flor del Mar, schr.

» Flor de Fé, smack - Brazils

v Florinda, schr. - - do

v Felez Ventura, ship

s Fubiana, schr. - Spanish

s¥lora - - - Rio Janeiro

» Felicidade, brigantine Portuguese
Gustava, brig - - French

v Gertrudes, smack - Brazil
Gulathee, schr, . . French
General Winder, schr. - America
Gaspar, brig -« - French

v General Riego - - Rio Janeiro

o Gram Uenedo - . do

¢ Guliana . - do
Harriettee - - French

do

vHirondelle, schr. -
. Rio Janciro



Name and deseription of vesscl.

Indomable, schr. -
Iris, schr, - .
vIndustria - .
v Imperio de Brazil -
Irene, schr. - -
sIcanam, schr. - -
Isabel, brig - -
Jonqueny, brig - -
Jaessa, schr. - -
Joaquina, schr. - .
s Joseph, schr, - -
»Jupiter, brig - .
v Josephine, brig .
Josefa, schr, - .

La Ienriette Aimée -
s Les Deux Scears, cutter
v Le Louis, brig - N

La Fspanola, schr. -
3 Les Deux Nantois, brig
» Liberale, schr.

8 La Louisa, schr. -
# La Sabine, ship -
v I’Aimable Henriette, brig
v La Théonie, schr. -
La Rose, schr.
s Le Glanneur, orig -
v Lys, brig - .
v Lishoa
2 Leopoldina - -
v Luerecia - .
v Lisboa - . -
v Ligeiro - - -
v La Pauline - -
© L’Hyppolite, schr. -
v La Caroline, schr, -
L’ Atalante, schr, -
Louise, schr. . -
La Rose, brig - -
Liberal schr. - .
Louisa, schr, . -
r La Daphne, schr. B
Morgiana, brig - -
s Minerva, schr. - -
v Maria de la Gloria, brig
s Magico, brig - -
s Maria La Luz, schr, -
s Minerva, ship - -
¢ Maria, schr. - .
v Martiniquien, schr. -
2 Mercurio - -
2 Mercantil - -
2 Marquez do Pumbal -
s Maria Joscfu, schr, -
Marie, schr, . -
Marie, brig - -
Matilde, schr. - -
Medusa, schr. - -
Nicunor, schr. - -

¢ Ninfu Habanera schir. -
» Nova Sorte

v Noao Despique -
» Nvmpha de Rrazil
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Nulion.

Spanigh

do
Rio Janeiro

do
French
Spanish

do
Spanish

do

do

do
Rrazil
French
sSpanish
French

do

do
$panish
French

French
do
de
do

¥rench
do

Rio Juneiro

do

do

do
French

do

do

do
French

“do

Spanish

do
French
Spanish

do
Portuguese
Spanish

do
Portug

do
French
Rio Janeiro

do

do
Spunish
French

do
Spanish

do

do

do

uese

Rio Janeiro

do

Nume and description of vessel,

g Neeves, schir, - -
Neuva Francisey, schr, -
Noticioso, brig - -
Orestes, sclir, - -

v OQsdens Amigos .
v Oyphece, ship - -

8 Piccuninny Mena,
gchr, hoat
Paulita, schr. - -
v Paquete de Rio, schr.
v Paquete de Dahia, brig

v Pastora de Lima -
v Polipliemo - -
v Principe Real -
Paquete, schr, - -
Piludes - - -
Princexatrelly, schy. -
s Relampago, schr, -
s Rosalig, schr. - -
v Regenerador - -
Rompricnsen, brig -

Relampago, brig

Segunda Gallegy, schr.
Socorro, schr. - ¢ .
Scrafina, sch.. - -
San Jose, brig -

2 San Mansul Brazileiro, smL

¢ 8. Joze Diligente Vol.
cano, brig.

v Soleil, brig . -

r'v.dnnc .
Suns Soucie, sloop.

rSanto Anto, I'lor de Loanda

» Santa Rosa - .
2 Santo Antonio - .
v Senora Guin - .
v Sun José Diligente -
rSuan Antonio Destimido
¢ San Ratael, schr .

s Two Brazilian Friends, 9
brigantine .
s'T'wo Nations . -
lu(.:..\ brig - .
mnthdctl sche. .
v Tamega, ship - -
2 Trintuhum de Mavho, b.lg
v Priunfo da Inv
2 Tippoo Saib, brig -

2 l‘eJn - - -
v T'rejano - -
Urraca, ship - -
Victoria, brig - -
Veungador, brig -
v Veneedor, brig -
v Vigjunte - -
Victor, brig - -
v Vecua, schir, . .
Walter Furguhar.
s Zce Bloeni, schr B
v Zetiro - - -

s Zephing bl
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Nution,

Spanish

do

do

do
Portuguesc
French

Spanish

Rio Juneiro

do

do
Portugucse
Spanish
Bruzil
Spanish

do
Rio Janeiro
Swedish
Spanish
Spanish

do

do

do

Brazil

French
do

Rio Janeiro
do
do
do
do
Spanish

Portuguese

French
Spanish

do
Portuguese

French
20 Janeiro
do
Spanish
Spunish
do
Portuguese
Rio Juncire
Trench
Spunish

Spanish
Portuguese




